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PREFACE. 



The following sermons have been published princi- 
pally by the kindness of Christian friends, who have 
generously come forward to aid the Author, in his 
endeavours for their publication, by their subscriptions ; 
some taking several copies, and others two, and some 
one copy. That which led to the publication of this 
volume, was a desire, which had been long impressed 
upon his mind, to leave some memorial to the Church 
of God ; which, after he was gone, might yet speak of 
** the loving kindness of the Lord," which he himself 
had so plentifully experienced ; and which he desired 
others, from hia own testimony, might likewise expe- 
rience more abundantly, and with a stronger faith and 
love. For, it is **a good thing that the heart be 
established with grace;" and every means to that end, 
wiU, he is sure be welcomed by every child of God. 
And he hopes that these sermons will, with the Lord's 
blessing, be conducive to that end, and to Him be all 
the praise. It will be necessary to notice, that copies 
of the first sermon, on "the full assurance of hope," 
were issued before the Author had decided on the 



IV. 

publication of the volume. It was preached in the 
parish church of St. Mary, Carlisle, at the close of 
December, 1865 ; and is accompanied by a short faro- 
well address to the stated congregation, among whom 
he laboured for about nine months ; being appointed 
by the Bishop of the Diocese, during the illness of 
the late, and appointment of the present incimibent. 

Should the Author be so happy, as to be in anywise 
instrumental in building up believers in their most 
holy faith ; it will be ample compensation for all his 
labour and study, and an answer to prayer to God for 
His blessing. 

DuRDHAM Down, 

Bristol, September 21, 1866. 
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SERMON I. 



THE FULL ASSURANCE OF HOPE; OR, THE 
KNOWLEDGE THAT GOD IS "OURS." 



Heb. vi, 11, 12. 

^*AND WE DESmE THAT EVERT ONE OF TOU DO SHEW 
THE SAME DILIGENCE TO * THE FULL ASSURANCE OF 
HOPE ' Uin:0 THE END." " THAT YE BE NOT SLOTH- 
FUL, BUT FOLLOWERS OF THEM WHO THROUGH 
FAITH AND PATIENCE INHERIT THE PROMISES." 

The chapter from whence our text is taken is a 
striking and solemn one. The design of the 
Apostle is evidently to deter the Hebrew Chris- 
tians from apostacy, and to stir them up to greater 
diligence and riper knowledge in their Christian 
pro&ssion, lest that — "having been enlightened, 
and tasted of the heavenly gift, and made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost, and tasted the good 
word of God, and powers of the world to come" — 
" they should fall away, and crucify to themselves 
the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open 
shame." Ver.4,5, 6. These verses have filled many 
anxious and sincere Christians with fears, and 
alarm lest they may have fallen into such a state 
of departure from God. Our subject will not allow 
us to notice this remarkable passage of holy writ, 
except to express our conviction, that these fears 
are the best evidence of our not being in such a 
state ; and we may add, the best preservative 
against it. 



Though the state of the Hebrew Christians, oi* 
some among them, were such, that the Apostle 
found it necessary thus to write ; yet, with that 
"charity that belieyeth all things, hopeth all 
things,' he says, " But, beloved, we are persuaded 
better things of you, and things that accompany 
salvation, though we thus speak. For God is not 
unrighteous to forget your work and labour of 
love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in 
that ye have ministered to the saints, and do 
minister." Ver. 9, 10. 

The desire of the Apostle was not only their 
continuance in their Christian profession ; but^ 
their advancement in divine knowledge ; even to 
go on imto perfection, imtil they arrived at a full 
assurance of salvation, that Grod was "their" God, 
and heaven their eternal inheritance and home. 

I. The nature or Christian hope. 

II. The grounds upon w^hich it rests. 

III. How THE FULL ASSURANCE OF HOPE 
IS ATTAINED, AND IN WHAT DEGREE. 

May the Lord the Spirit be present to assist our 
endeavours. 

I. The nature of Christian hope. 

(1.) As to the hope itself. 

We need not define in the general what hope is 
which enters into our almost every action of life. 
We are moved onwards to actions principally by 
our hopes and fears. Hence, Christian hope and 
fear, but of a different kind, are joined together in 
holy Scripture, as jointly characterizing the chil- 
dren of God. Ps. xxxiii. 18 ; Ps. cxlvii. 11. Chris- 
tian hope may be defined to be — " That joy in the 
mind which arises from the expectation of a future 



enjoyment of the good things promised in the 
word of God, accompanied wim a love and desire 
for them.'* The grace of hope, as all other 
Christian graces, is wrought in the soul of a 
believer by the Holy Ghost. Jas. i. 17. Moreover, 
it is one of the chief or cardinal graces mentioned 
by St. Paul. 1 Cor. xiii. 13. The diflference be- 
tween natural hope, the hope of the natural man ; 
and Christian hope, the hope of the spiritual man, 
is clearly discerned by the things their hopes are 
set upon. The desires of the natural man being 
set wholly and principally upon earthly things, 
his hopes rise no higher than these, the things that 
are in the world, exclusively engage his affections, 
and by these is he wrought upon, and shapes his 
actions and conduct accordingly. Earthly plea- 
sures and enjoyments are the very heaven of the 
natural man. He desires no other, and would be 
content to live here alway, provided he was 
shielded from poverty and disease, and could 
retain and enjoy his pleasures, and not feel the 
want of enjoyment through declining years and 
approaching old age, and fear of approaching 
death. We ask the men of the world, where are 
your hearts ? Do they not rove entirely after the 
world, and things pleasing to self ? Are not your 
desires and hopes quite still in the affairs of the 
floul and of heaven P Are not your hopes and fears 
all bounded by this terrestrial scene ? and when 
this shall have passed away, your hopes will be, as 
Job says, "as the giving up of the ghost." They 
will aU perish, and leave the soul ashamed and 
wretched ; with no well grounded hope of a future 
state of happiness, and filled with fears of a judg- 



ment to come. And mark what it is that is at the 
root of all this, namely, unbelief, "When He (the 
Holy Spirit) is come. He will reprove the world of 
sin — of sin, because they believe not on Me. John 
xvi. 8, 9. 

In contradistinction to the hope of the natural 
man, that perisheth — ^the hope of the spiritual 
man is set upon heavenly things, that perish not. 
He hath set his heart and affections upon things 
unseen and eternal, things which never fail, which 
will not disappoint his hope, or make him ashamed 
of his trust. And so far from the things he has 
set his hopes upon failing him at death — death 
does but put him into the full possession of them, 
by removing all those obstacles that prevented the 
full enjoyment of the things hoped for. It is the 
property of the grace of hope to pierce through the 
future, and fill the soul with joy and peace in 
believing. Does the believer hope that he shall 
conquer death, and obtain heaven with all its 
blessedness ? The hope that he shall will not deceive 
him. It is fixed upon the word of Him who hath 
said, " heaven and earth shall pass away : but my 
words shall not pass away." Mark xiii. 31. 

(2.) As to the particular objects of hope. 

There are two principally. (1) The Christian's 
hope is fixed chiefly q>vA primarily upon God. He 
is the glorious object of his hope. But since all 
the promises of Grod are yea and amen, in Christ 
Jesus ; since they all center in Him, and derive all 
their efficacy and certainty from his eternal power 
and Godhead ; and by Him they are all fulfilled 
to his church and people, for their everlasting 
comfort and joy, and that Christ also is said to be 



our hope, and Clirist in us, by his Holy Spirit, the 
hope of glory; -therefore, the glorious object upon 
which the hope of the believer is chiefly and pri- 
marily fixed, is Grod — Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. But (2) though the promises generally are 
objects of hope to all true believers ; yet, there is 
one particularly specified by the Apostle as the object 
of hope, namely, the promise of eternal inheritance. 
Verses 13 — 15. Now, the promise to Abraham 
was twofold; first, of "the Messiah," which was 
the great promise; Gen. xxii. 16 — 18; Gal. iii. 8 
and 16 : and, secondly, of " eternal inheritance," 
of which Canaan was a type, 1 Peter i. 3, 4 ; Heb. 
xi. 8—10 and 14—16; Heb. vi. 19, 20. Since, 
then, Canaan was not given to Abraham — ^no, not 
80 much as to set his foot upon — it became to him 
as a type of heaven, properly, an object of hope. 
As saith the Apostle — Heb. xi. 8 — " By faith 
Abraham, when he was called to go out into a 
place which he should after receive for an inherit- 
ance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 
whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the 
land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling 
in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs 
with him of the same promise : for he looked for 
a city which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God ;" shewing that believers, alike under 
both the Old and New Testaments, look for the 
same inheritance by faith with Abraham, which 
inheritance the Apostle distinctly states to be 
"heavenly." "Now to Abraham and his seed 
were the promises made," and specially this of 
eternal inheritance. The two great objects, there- 
fore, upon which the hope of believers is fixed, are, 
A 2 
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first and primarily, God Himself; and, secondly, 
the inheritance prepared for them by Grod, into 
which Jesus hath for them entered, and taken pos- 
session of as their forerunner ; and, who says to 
them, " If I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto Myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also." John xiv. 3. 

II. The grounds upon which it rests. 

Christian hope has a sure foundation. It is 
based upon a ftdl persuasion of Grod's faithfulness 
and righteousness. It has in it an assurance of 
faith, which cannot deceive ; or make him ashamed 
of his hope, who trusts in Grod. And though all 
things else should fail, this hope cannot. " Lift up 
your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth 
beneath : for the heavens shall vanish away like 
smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, 
and they that dwell therein shall die in like man- 
ner : but My salvation shall be for ever, and My 
righteousness shall not be abolished." Is. li. 6. 
Now, for the encouragement of the heirs of pro- 
mise, and that their faith and hope might be in 
Ghod, and not in themselves ; for then would their 
hope be inconstant and wavering ; the Apostle 
proceeds to state, that Grod hath confirmed liia 
word and counsel by an oath, though his own bare 
word were sufficient ; yet, knowing the weaknesses 
and infirmities of his people, and the numerous 
enemies and difficulties that encompass them, hath 
been graciously pleased, to shew unto the heirs of 
promise the immutability of his counsel by con- 
firming it by an oath ; " That, by two immutable 
things, in which it is impossible for Grod to lie, 
they might have a strong consolation," (a full 
assurance of hope,) "who have fled for refuge 



to lay hold upon the hope set before them." 
But, the promise of Grod made to Abraham, of 
eternal inheritance, thus confirmed by an oath, 
the Apostle informs us, Heb. xiii. 20, was 
further ratified by blood — ^by the blood of the 
everlasting covenant. "Now the Grod of peace, 
that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, make you per- 
fect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen." All legal hindrances to the 
fulfilment of the promise being, by that blood, 
for ever put away. So also the prophet Zech. ix. 
11, 12: "As for thee also, by the blood of the 
covenant, I have set forth thy prisoners out of the 

Eit wherein is no water. Turn ye to the strong 
old, ye prisoners of hope : even to-day do I 
declare I will render double unto you." The 
inheritance therefore being ratified by the blood 
of the everlasting covenant, and confirmed by the 
word and oath of Grod, is thus made for ever sure 
to the heirs of promise. And if, as the Apostle 
says, an oath among men is an end of all strife ; 
and, we put full confidence in the veracity of him 
who solemnly swears, as in the presence of the 
Almighty; how much more, with what unbounded 
confidence, should we believe and rely upon the 
word and oath of the Almighty Himself; and 
never afterwards doubt his word, or disregard his 
oath. Yes, some one perhaps may say, I see all 
this ; nor can I ever doubt, but that the word and 
oath of Q-od have made the promise eternally sure 
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to all the seed — ^but, my Interest therein ? How 
am / to realize it, so to realize it, as to feel per- 
suaded that the Lord is "m^" God, and this- 
glorious inheritance "mine," and that I am heir 
with Abraham of the same promise; nay more,^ 
for Scripture informs us, we are under a better 
covenant, established upon better promises ; — 
"heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ?" Eom. 
viii. 17. This inquiry we shall endeavour, with 
the Lord's help, to reply to in our next division. 
And may the Holy Spirit direct us aright while 
we consider, 

III. How the full assurance of hope is at- 
tained, and in what degree. 

We come now to a very important and difficult 
part of our discourse. It will therefore be neces- 
sary, before we proceed further, to state more fully 
what we mean by "a full assurance of hope." We 
do not understand it to mean "perfection," which 
the Apostle, in verse 1, exhorts the believing 
Hebrew Christians "to go on unto." We do not 
understand him to mean, that perfection is neces- 
sary for the attainment of " the full assurance of 
hope." We are not then to- consider that there is 
a certain point to be attained in holiness and in 
grace, before we can arrive at the full assurance of 
hope. No, by no means ; for we consider it may 
be attained notwithstanding our manifold infirmi- 
ties and short comings. To come to the point, we 
define the full assurance of hope to be the " full 
persuasion," or the "knowledge," that God is 
"ours" — our covenant God and Father in Christ 
Jesus, his dear Son. But let us first shew from 
Scripture, that this "knowledge" is attainable; 
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otherwise we may sit down in despair of ever 
attaining it. It is clear the Apostle had attained 
to this knowledge ; for he says, 2 Tim. i. 12, "/ 
know whom I have believed, and am. persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto Him against that day." And that this 
knowledge, or persuasion that God was his God, 
and covenant Father in Christ Jesus, was per- 
sonaly without which personal knowledge we can- 
not possibly arrive at a full assm^ance of hope ; he 
says. Gal. ii. 20 : "Who loved me, and gave Him- 
self /or me J' The Apostle St. John frequently 
expresses this personal knowledge as a mark or 
evidence of the children of God ; and though he 
uses the plural number, yet it is evidently appli- 
cable, and meant to apply to, each individual 
believer personally. 1 John iii. 1, 2, 3; iv. 16; 
V. 13. This knowledge is not confined to the New 
Testament, but was also attainable under the Old. 
Job says, "I know that m^ Eedeemer liveth." 
Job six. 25. David frequently expresses his per^ 
sonal interest in the promises ; and, that Jehovah 
was his God. " The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not want." Psalm xxiii. 1. Indeed, this personal 
application of the word and promise of God is of 
vital importance; for we cannot have any well 
grounded hope that we shall be saved without it ; 
at least, cannot have the comfort of it. The 
general promises of God cannot be a sure ground 
of hope to any believer otherwise than he can be 
fdlly persuaded of his personal interest in them. 
This IS so clear, that a few passages from holy 
Scripture will, we presume, establish it. David 
says, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, "Although my house be not 
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so with God, yet hath he He made with me an 
everlasting covenant^ ordered in all things and sure : 
"for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, 
although he make it not to grow." And that this 
ia personally applicahle to every believer in Jesus, 
appears evident from Jer. xxxii. 40, "And I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them to do them good, but I will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from Me," — which covenant is evidently- 
made in Christ to every believer personally. It 
being clear then from holy Scripture that this 
knowledge is attainable, let us proceed to shew 
how it is attained, and in what degree. 

The Apostle in our text mentions three things 
as necessary — ^Diligence, Faith, and Patience. 

Let us consider them in their order. 

(1.) Diligence. 

And here observe, particularly, that it is not 
every kind of dihgence that attains to the " fall 
assurance of hope ;" but, specially, a diligence 
that works by "love;" or a diligence that abounds 
in works and labours of love ; and this we take to 
be the key that opens this difficult portion of holy 
writ, and imfolds its treasures to us. 

Love, then, is that eminent grace whereby the 
"full assurance of hope" is attained. Now though 
the Apostle mentions but one particular work and 
labour of love, namely, ministering to the saints, 
yet we may not confine it to that only, but to all 
works and labours of love, specially to that one 
which at that time was pre-eminent above the rest 
— ministering to the saints. For, says the Apostle 
in the verse preceding our text: "God is not 
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unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, 
which ye have showed towards his name, in that 
ye have ministered to the saints, and do minis- 
ter.'' The Apostle to the Hebrews particularly 
mentions " love," because it is the highest Chris- 
tian CTace, and is in effect the fulfilling of the whole 
law. Kom. xiii. 8 — 10. And we see, in St. Paul's 
description of it, how fruitful love is, in all good 
works; and where it is wanting, the most splendid 
offerings, and the greatest self-sacrifices are of no 
avail. 1 Cor. xiii. Now, love is diligent, pleases 
not itself. He who is constrained by the love of 
Christ, trifles not away precious time, loses not 
golden opportimities of serving Grod, and minister- 
ing to the saints ; takes an interest in all that is 
Christ's — the spread of his Gospel, the hastening 
of his kingdom, the accomplishment of the pro- 
mises, the speedy coming of the Lord, the restitu- 
tion of all things, and the glory of Grod in saving 
myriads of our fallen race. He whose soul is 
filled with love, labours — ^labours diligently to do 
the will of Qoi ; yea, according to the measure of 
grace given to him, after the example of his Lord, 
his meat and drink is to do the will of his Father 
in heaven. !fl[ence, you will observe, the Apostle 
reminds us that the attainment of the " full assur- 
ance of hope" is a work and labour of love. It is 
not to be attained without labour ; but it is 
{kottoq rijc ayaxijc) the labour of love; or as Erasmus 
has it, (laboris ex charitate suscepti), *fche labour 
imdergone on account of love;' that is, in the 
exercise of it. Beloved, says the Apostle, give 
all diligeme to make your calling and election 
sure; so here, we desire that every one of you do 
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shew the same diligence, the same kind of diligence^ 
to the "full assurance of hope unto the end;" 
that is, a diligence influenced by love. But here 
it is important to notice the latter part of the 
clause — "unto the end." We learn from this, 
that there is no period wherein this diligent laboiu' 
of love may be suspended. Our minds in this 
world are not capable of such a degree of assurance 
of hope, as entirely, and at all times, to free us 
from fear of our salvation, and maintain us in full 
confidence of it. It is true, St. John says, ^^ perfect 
love casteth oxiifear; because fear hath torment. He 
that feareth is not made 'perfect' in love." 1 John 
iv. 18. Happy is he that hath arrived at this 
perfect love ; but happy also is he that is going 
on unto "perfection;" not as though he had abeady 
attained, or were already perfect, but followeth 
after, if that he may apprehend that for which also 
he is apprehended of Christ Jesus. Phil. iii. 12. 
Nevertheless, "there is such a degree of the 
assurance of hope attainable," says Dr. Owen, "as 
is always victorious, which will give the soul peace 
at all times, and sometimes fill it with joy." And 
how desirable even is this, which, if we attain, we 
shall consider all our diligence and labour well 
repaid. Let each consider by what works and 
laoours of love his soul may be advanced in divine 
knowledge and righteousness. Some, from cir- 
cumstances, and a pious and contemplative turn of 
mind, are more suited for retirement; and find 
their souls more advanced in the divine life by 
meditation and prayer, and reading and study of 
the Scriptures ; and we may add, whose situation 
in life gives them opportunities for retirement, 
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which the generality do not possess. On the 
other hand, others, from the circumstances of life 
in which Providence hath placed them, with 
families to provide for, advance in holiness better 
in the more active duties of religion; yet, not 
laying aside altogether private retirement, study, 
and meditation upon the word of God, and closet 
prayer. That the " full assurance of hope," or the 
"knowledge," that God is "ours" may be attained, 
notwithstanding the pressing cares and duties of 
provision of a family, is evident from Scripture ; 
in that, it is said, Gen. v. 22, "Enoch walked 
with God, after he begat Methuselah three hun- 
dred years, and begat sons and daughters ;" and 
who attained so eminent piety, that it is written, 
"And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, 
for God took 'him." Ver. 24. Let not any then 
who are so circumstanced, be discouraged or de- 
terred from striving after the "full assurance of 
hope," but labour diligently on for the attainment 
of it. The pious Baxter, whose active life and 
labours are above all praise, says, "The fullest 
peace is found in the way of the fullest labours." 
On the other hand, the pious, holy, and contem- 
plative Scougal writes : "the end of our lives, and 
consequently our happiness, consists in the con- 
templation of divine mysteries." And, again, "con- 
templation of the divine perfections doth most 
highly advance the spirit, and blesseth it with 
solid satisfaction." We cannot however let this 
subdivision pass without pressing upon you one 
special work of love, more calculated than any 
other, to advance you in the divine life, and enable 
you to advance to the highest degree of assurance 
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of hope add knowledge ; namely, a diligent at* 
tendance at the table of the Lord. It is here the 
soul renews her covenant with Grod, which she^ 
entered into upon her conversion, or day of her 
espousals to Cluist. It is here, at the table of the- 
Lord, and in presence of his people, the soul 
makes an imreserved surrender of itself to God, to 
be wholly his, and at his disposal; and, Christ 
strengthening, to be the Lord's for ever. Here it 
realizes its covenant with God, its personal interest 
in the promises, its election by grace. Here the 
soul realizes the "full assurance of hope," and in 
all himiility says, I know, and am fully persuaded, 
that God is my covenant God and Father in Christ 
Jesus ; that He hath prepared for me, and not 
only for me, but for all his redeemed people, " an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away ;" unto which inheritance the Lord 
will, in due time, bring me, "When He shall come 
to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in 
all them that believe." 2 Thess. i. 10. 

(2.) Faith. 

We come now to our next most important sub- 
division, namely, " faith." Perhaps there is no 
Christian grace more spoken of in Scripture than 
that of faith, it being the instrumental cause of 
salvation, without which we cannot be saved. And 
you will observe, that St. John connects the "full 
assurance of hope," or " knowledge " that God is 
" ours," with faith. "These things have I written 
imto you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God ; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, 
and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 
God." 1 John v. 13 — ^iv. 16. But observe, it is 
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not every kind of faith that brings a "full assur- 
ance of hope ; *' but, specially, a faith that works 
by " love." It is evident the faith the Apostle has 
in view of ancient bslievers, is not a general, but a 
special faith; having respect to the promise of 
God in Christ made to Adam — a faith that has 
respect to the covenant of love and mercy of God 
in his dear Son; which David said, was all his 
salvation, and all his desire — 2 Sam. xxiii. 5 — and 
must therefore be a, faith which worketh by "love," 
since its origin is love, since it springs from God 
the foimtain of love, and flows onwards in works 
and labours of love. Moreover, we become one 
with Christ by faith, proving the reality of our 
union by a faith, which works by love, or that 
abounds in works and labours of love ; specially, 
love to the brethren, or ministering to the saints. 
Beloved, your title to heaven, the fellowship of 
the Spirit, your persevering diligence unto the 
end, your victory over the world, your fall esta- 
blishment in grace, are all deposited in Christ your 
loving head, and are all "yours" by a living 
"faith" in Him, without whom you can do 
nothing; but, by whose grace, you can do all 
things, and so attain to the full persuasion of your 
personal interest in the promises ; and that God is 
"yours," your covenant God and Father in Christ 
Jesus, his deax Son. Faith, therefore, is the sub- 
stratum, or support, or foimdation of this blessed 
hope, that keeps it in lively exercise, and preserves 
it "unto the end;" faith, I say, that works by 
love, or is diligently exercised in works and la- 
hours of love, which prove it to be a divine faith, 
and, "the gift of God." Eph. ii. 8. Nor can love 
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itself exist without faith; for, says St. Peter, 
"Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." 
1 Pet. i. 8. So closely connected are these 
heavenly graces of the Spirit, and so entirely 
dependent each upon the other. 

(3.) Patience. 

Now, as both the diligence and faith required to 
"a full assurance of hope," is a diligence and faith 
that work by love, so is this of patience ; for, you 
will observe, the Apostle says, ixaKpodvyna, not 
viro^evri. The former meaning longsuffering, spring- 
ing fipom love ; the latter patience, springing from 
faith — fiaKpodvfua, denoting a meek and submissive 
spirit, "that endureth all things," "not easily 
provoked," "not weary in well doing," but full of 
compassion towards all men. 2 Tim. iii. 10 : 
whereas, virofxevri denotes a bearing up under per- 
secutions and trials, and great troubles, with holy 
constancy and courage, and with unshaken con- 
fidence in the power, support, and strength of Grod. 
Heb. X. 35, 36. This we say generally. Both 
significations are given in James v. 7 and 8, and 
10 and 11. The grace of patience, as it respects 
our present condition in this world, is a most 
necessary, valuable, and important grace. Yea, 
St. James places it on an equality with perfect 
love ; yea, love itseK would fail and grow weary 
in well doing, and slacken in holy works and 
labours, did not patience sustain and support it. 
Therefore, says the Apostle : "Let patience have 
heT perfect work, that ye maj he perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing. James i. 4. And Paul, in our 
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text : " We desii'e that every one of you do shew the 
same diKgenee, to the full assurance ofhopej unto the 
end, that ye be not slothful, hntfolloivers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises;" 
namely, followers of ancient believers, specially of 
Abraham, who, after he had patiently endured, 
obtained the promise, that is, of eternal inherit- 
ajice. So likewise, beloved, we must labour on in 
patience, faith, and hope, if we desire to inherit 
the promise, nor expect any intermission of our 
labours, for that is meant, when St. Paul says, 
"the full assurance of hope unto the endP There 
is no end of this diligence except with our lives ; 
no intermission to our works and labours of love 
till called to enter into rest. So doing, dear bre- 
thren, we shall not fail to arrive at the *'full as- 
surance of hope." So desirable is this blessing, 
that the Apostle prays for the Colossians : " that 
their hearts might be comforted, being knit to- 
gether in love, and imto all riches of the full 
assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment 
of the mystery of Grod, and of the Father, and of 
Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge." Coloss. ii. 2. 

In conclusion, dear brethren, seek this know- 
ledge, desire and pray for it, nor cease your 
endeavours until you attain it. Do not wait for 
more favourable circumstances, which may never 
come. Do not wait till you arrive at any point 
in attainments and ^ace. Do not think that it is 
not to be obtained tdl you are perfect, but seek it 
now, under present circumstances, whatever they 
may be ; only see you love God, only see you can 
say with the fallen but risen Peter, " Lord, Thou 
c 
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knowest all things, Thou knowest that I love 
Thee;" and all shall be well; in due time the 
blessing will come, and you will be able in the spirit 
of adoption to cry, "Abba Father." But, beloved, 
never forget the origin of love. "We love Him," 
says the beloved Apostle John, " because he first 
loved us." 1 John iv. 19. Look more, beloved, 
to the gracious origin of love, the source from 
whence all true love flows — ^the love of God to us ; 
and that will kindle yours to Him, for love begets 
love. This is the origin from whence all our love 
springs — that we love God because He first loved 
us. He first set his love upon us from all etemit3'y 
from before the foundation of the world. He 
brought about this his eternal purpose of love in 
time, by the effectual calling of his grace and Holy 
Spirit ; drawing our souls to Himself by the sweet 
endearments of his love, making us willing in the 
day of his power, to submit to all the dispensations 
of his grace, separating us from the world as his 
secret ones, his jewels, ms redeemed people; "wash- 
ed and sanctified and justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of the Lord ;" setting 
us apart as a peculiar people for his service, that 
we might for ever shew forth the praises of Him 
who called us out of darkness into his marvellous 
light. We must then, beloved, go to this fountain 
of love if we wish to love ; if we desire to have a 
"full assurance of hope," that God is '*ours ; " if we 
desire to glorify Him here by obedience to his will, 
and hereafter as monuments of his grace and 
mercy for ever ; if we desire to arrive unto ail 
riches of the full assurance of understanding to 
the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of 
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the Father, and of Christ; and looking back 
through eternal ages, to apprehend that saying of 
the Prophet's : " The Lord hath appeared of old 
unto me, saying, I have loved ^thee^ with an ever- 
lasting love : therefore, with loving kindness have 
I drawn theeJ^ Jer. xxxi. 3. 

And now, dear brethren, this is my last Sunday 
morning's sermon. It has pleased God to con- 
tinue my ministry among you for nearly nine 
months; from the death of your late pastor, to the 
appointment of a new incumbent. And what can 
I more earnestly desire, and pray, for you, (as I 
trust I shall) ; than what the Apostle desired, 
and doubtless prayed, for the Hebrew Christians ; 
namely, that you do shew the same diligence to the 
" fall assurance of hope unto the end ;" that you 
aboimd in works and labours of love, that you 
"be followers of them who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises," that your love to 
trod abound more and more, until it arrive at the 
full assurance of knowledge, that Christ is "yours," 
and that you are Christ's. Surely, nothing in the 
world is comparable to this knowledge. It ap- 
pears to us that the full assurance of hope, of faith, 
of knowledge, is in proportion to our love. For, 
says St. Jomi, "We have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us. God is love; and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him." 1 John iv. 16. Beloved, the time is short. 
Be diligent, be prayerful. Above all things, 
avoid spiritual sloth. Slacken not your hand in 
some daily work and labour of love. Yet a little 
while is the light with you, walk as children of 
light. "And whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
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do it witli thy miglit ; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave 
whither thou goest." JEccles. ix. 10. If it has 
pleased God to bless my short ministry among 
you — ^to Him be all the glory. We are but 
earthen vessels, to whom is committed the price- 
less treasure of the Gospel ; and we labour on in 
much weakness ; and many infirmities and trials 
pecidiar to us as ministers ; and not the least the 
anxiety to present every one of you, whom God 
has blessed by our ministry — ^perfect in Christ 
Jesus ; of which this sermon is a proof, which is 
now sent forth to the Church universal, in the hope 
that it may receive a blessing ; if it please God so 
to prosper the endeavour, and make it useful. I 
bid you farewell in the name of the Lord ; and if 
we see not each other again in this world, may we 
all meet at the last day at Christ's right hand ; 
and sit down together with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

" And now unto Him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of his glory with exceeding joy. To 
the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and for 
ever. Amen." Jude 24, 25. 



SERMON n. 



THE LOVE OF GOD. 



Psabn cxlv. 20. 



"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might," — Dent. vi. 5, — ^is what God requires 
of his people, and enjoins as a command to be 
obeyed, and in which consists our highest happi- 
ness and glory. The duty all will acknowledge ; 
but, alas, we come sadly short of it in practice. 
Perhaps this want of love to God is a greater proof 
of our fall than anything besides. The Lord's 
great controversy with us is that we have withdrawn 
our love from Him, and given it to the creature ; 
and with mankind in general, that they worship 
and serve the creature more than the Creator, who 
is God, blessed for evermore ; the only object 
worthy of our love and worship. Love to God, 
however, is the chief and principal, the first and 
greatest commandment of the Decalogue. Indeed, 
without this divine afiection there can be no true 
worship and service to God, as the Apostle Paul 
in the 1 Cor. xiii. doth testify ; and though all our 
love to God comes from Himself, the fountain 
of all goodness ; for we love Him, because He first 
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loved us; yet doth He graciously, and of his 
infinite goodness, and above all our deserts, assign 
it as a reason why He loves, his people ; namely, 
because they love Him. " I love them that love 
Me; and they that seek me early shall find me :'* 
Prov. viii. 17 : and so in the text; "The Lord pre- 
serveth all them that hve HimP 

I. The object of our love — "God Himself." 

II. The evidences of our love to God. 

III. The ham)iness of being loved of God. 
May the Spirit of God, who alone can reveal 

the love of God to us; be present, and manifest his 
love to our souls for Jesu's sake. 

I. The object of our love : " God Himself." 
And herein do we especially need divine help ; 
lest, in handling so great a subject, we darken it by 
words without knowledge. Nevertheless, in de- 
pendence upon his grace, let us notice, (1) that 
God is to be loved for Himself; for his own 
ineJBfable nature, and the perfections of it, which 
render Him amiable and lovely. For if, as the 
Scriptures declare, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love Him," 1 Cor. ii. 9; how inefifable and glorious 
must He Himself be, the source of all. And, if 
He is exalted above all blessing and praise of men 
or of angels, how is it possible to set forth his glori- 
ous nature and perfections ; or, in mortal words, 
express the desirableness of his character and good- 
ness, as the object of our highest love and adora- 
tion. Besides, what is there that is really amiable 
and lovely, or desirable in the creature, that does 
not exist in God, the Creator, in a far higher 
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<legree, exceeding all thought and conception? 
He that imparts glory, and excellence, and beauty 
to the creature, shall not He Himself more emi- 
nently possess them ? The highest excellence of 
the creature in wisdom and knowledge, in glory 
and beauty, is but an emanation, a faint ray, from 
Him who possesses them all in infinite perfection. 
Now, surely, this should call forth our love to 
God, that He hath created us capable of the en- 
joyment of HimseK in the manifestations of his 
glorious nature and perfections — that He was 
pleased of his own free love and goodness to give 
us a hdngy without which all would have been lost 
to us ; though myriads of holy angels do bask in 
the sunshine of his love, and laud and magnify his 
glorious name, in that they were created, and 
made capable of being partakers of, and sharers 
in, his infinite beauty and excellence. But if we 
are bound in duty, and by every possible motive, 
to love God, in that He hath created us, and made 
us capable of enjoying his goodness, in his wonders 
of creation ; how much more must we love Him 
for the wonders of his grace, as exhibited in re- 
demption, in which we have the highest instance 
of God's love to us. ** In this was manifested 
the love of God towards us, because God sent his 
•only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through Him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins." 1 John iv. 9, 
10. What makes this love so wonderful, is that 
there was nothing in us capable of being a motive 
of God's love— of so loving us, as to give his Son 
to die for us; on the contrary, only that which 
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made us worthy of his detestation, and just anger 
and displeasure ; for even while we were enemies, 
in due time Christ died for us to reconcile us to 
Grod, and to reinstate us in his love and favour. We 
cannot conceive a stronger motive for the return 
of our love to Grod than this — of the gift of his 
Son, to die for us — to die, be it remembered, the 
death of the cross. For observe, when the Apostle 
Paul (Phil. ii. 7, 8,) would magnify the greatness 
of this gift, he reminds us, that the Son of God 
"made xfimself of no reputation, and took upon 
Him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men : and being found in fashion as a 
man. He himibled Himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross ;" intimat- 
ing, that this was the lowest depth of his humilia- 
tion in the sight of men and angels ; that is, as 
far as regards the public spectacle of his humilia- 
tion. Surely this was love indeed, that the exalted 
Son of God should submit to a death, of all others 
the most ignominious, should be willing, (oh the 
wondrous love of Jesus!) to be numbered with 
" the transgressors," and to endure inconceivable 
pain and sorrow for our sakes ; and be it further 
remembered — ^it was on the cross, the weight of the 
ivrath of Almighty God, due to a sinful world, fell 
upon his blessed head. He endured it all. He 
drank the bitter cup to the very dregs! not a 
particle was left ; and, for ever blessed be his holy 
name, thus accomplishing the salvation of the 
whole human race; so that ^Uvhosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life." 
John iii. 16; 1 John ii. 1, 2. This was love indeed 
— ^infinite, eternal love. And, brethren, this hve is 
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flo great, that the beloved Apostle Paul, in his 
epistle to the Ephesians, labours to express it. 
Ijanguage seems to bend under its weight. The 
Apostle's mind too, great as it was, seems to want 
expressions to set it forth. Hear his words : "But 
Gh>d, who is Hch in mercy for his great love where- 
with He hved us.'' "JS't;^w," (here is the wonder 
of this love,) "when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye 
are saved,) and hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus." But the Apostle's heart is full to over- 
flowing with the love of Grod, and says, " That in 
the ages to come He might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness towards us through 
Christ Jesm. For by grace are ye saved through 
faith ; and that not of yourselves^ it is the gift of 
God." Eph. ii. 4 — 8. All proceeding from God's 
love — all, all flowing entirely and solely from his 
love ; for we love Him because He first loved us. 
And what is the burden of the epistles of the beloved 
Apostle St. John ? Is it not the same as the Apostle 
Paul's? Is it not the love of God in the gift of his 
Son ; and the love of the Son of God in dying for 
sinful men? And observe, brethren, the love of 
Jesus in dying for us was voluntary. Oh! if He 
had not loved us, so loved us as to die for us, what 
would have become of us? Where should we 
have been ? Where, brethren ? — In hell, in 
eternal misery — tormented with the devil and 
his angels for ever. Ah, brethren, is not yoiur 
heart now moved by the love of Jesus, and of 
the Father, who gave Him up to die for you^ to 
deliver you from this torment ? Will you not for 
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•ever love this blessed Saviour, who voluntarily 
suffered death, and endured eternal torments in 
your stead, that you miffht live? "Therefore 
doth my Father love Me, because I lay down my 
life, that I might take it again. No man taketh 
it from Me, but I lay it down of myself. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
«igain," John x. 17, 18. If this love of the Father, 
and of the Son, will not move our hearts to love 
Ood, we know not what else can move them. 
From this source of God's love flow all his gifts 
to us his creatures ; nor is it possible, nor shall we 
ever truly love God, for his daily and hourly good- 
ness in the innumerable blessings He continually 
showers down upon us; till this, his imspeakable 
gift, draws our hearts to Him, and fixes our love 
upon Him, who is alone worthy of it. To love 
God supremely, therefore, is not only our duty^ but 
our highest happiness and glory; our chiefest 
pleasure, our very heaven upon earth. 

H. The evidences of our love to God. 

(1.) In a desire to be like Him. 

This we may say is a primary evidence that 
God is indeed the object of our love. For how can 
we love God, if we do not desire to be like Him ? 
^* Be ye therefore followers," that is imitators, " of 
G-od, as dear children." Eph v. 1. We cannot love 
God unless we are cmiformed to his holy ttnage. Per- 
haps, if we select any one of the perfections of God, 
wmch is more than another an evidence of our love 
to Him, it is that of holiness. Do we love holiness ?■ 
then I am sure we love God, who is holiness itself, 
which is so lovely a perfection, that it is said to be 
his beauty. Fsalm xxix. 2, and Fsalm xc. 17: and. 
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it is written, "Be ye holy; for I am holy." 1 Peter 
i. 16. God created our first parents in his own 
image and after his own likeness; which the Apostle 
to the Ephesians, (iv. 24,) informs us consists " in 
righteousness and true holiness." And the same 
Apostle declares it to be the great design of God in 
redemption ; to recreate in us this his holy image 
that we lost by the fall of our forefather Adam. 
In proportion, therefore, as we love holiness^ do we 
evidence our love to God ; and we love God, just 
«o much and no more, as we love holiness^ the 
glory, the beauty, and the excellency of God ; and 
when this image shall be perfectly renewed in us, 
then shall our love be perfected, and flow in eter- 
nal fulness and happiness, in the enjoyment, and 
presence of Him whom we love. For this is the 
grand design of Chrisfs love to the Church in 
having given Himself for it — "That He might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water 
by the word, that He might present it to Himself 
a glorious churchy not having spot m* wrinkle, or 
any such thing ; but that it should be holy and 
mthout blemish.'^ Eph. v. 26, 27. And this also 
is the grand design of the work of the Holy 
Ghost in the redemption that is by Christ Jesus — 
to sanctify and set apart a people formed to glorify 
God, being "changed into the same image, from 

flory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 
Cor. iii. 18. The grand design therefore of the 
ever blessed Trinity — Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, in Redemption, is, to recreate anew in us 
the divine image, in the person of the Son, who is 
the " firstborn among many brethren' ' — ^the covenant 
head and representative of the family of God — " the 
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Lord from heaven;" that "as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly." 1 Cor. xv. 49. The Apostle 
John, when he says, "it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be," yet, adds, (this being clearly the 
grand design of Grod in our redemption,) "Beloved, 
now are we the sons of Grod: but we know that, 
when He shall appear, tee shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is." 1 John iii. 2, 

(2.) Another evidence of our love to God is, 
when our love is like God's, that is, diffusive, and 
universal, extending to all mankind. Divine love 
is not confined; it greatly desires that others should 
love God too. The thought, that "an innumerable 
company of angels," and myriads of the redeemed 
in heaven, do love God, brings joy and gladness 
into the soul ; and the same joy manifests itself in 
beholding those of our brethren who love God. 
The children of God love all who bear his image; 
and drawn by this love, do say with the beloved 
Apostle: "Grace be with all them that love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen." Eph. vi. 
24. And therefore, to proceed, does our love to 
God especially evidence itself in love to the breth- 
ren. St. John sets this as an especial mark or 
evidence that we love God, when we love the brethren, 
"By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God, and keep his command- 
ments." 1 John V. 2. " And every one that loveth 
Him that begat loveth him also that is begotten 
of Him." 1 John v. 1. There is a holy relation- 
ship between the members of Christ's mystical 
body. They are bom of the same Spirit, bear the 
same image, have the same hope, are travelling 
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the same road, and are destined to dwell together 
in the same eternal mansions of felicity and glory. 
But, not only to love the brethren, for we are 
taught of God to love one another, but this love 
is universal to all the world — ^to every human 
being. He who loves God desires that every soul 
he sees should love God — and feels a holy com- 
passion or love for the very vilest, inasmuch as 
they were once created in the image of God, and 
even, by his grace and power capable ; yea, may, 
by his sovereign love and mercy, yet become holy, 
and high in his grace and favour; yea, partakers of 
his holy image and perfections, so far as communi- 
cable to his creatures. Yea, this love extends to 
enemi^. We are to love them for Christ's sake, 
who loved us when we were his enemies. Who 
prayed for his murderers; "Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do." Luke xxiii. 34. 
If then we love Jesus; for his sake, if for no other 
reason, though it is the command that we should 
love our enemies; yet, for the love we bear to 
Him, we shall love them ; yea, for his dear name's 
sake, do them all the good we can ; returning good 
for evil, after the example of our Father in heaven, 
**who maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust." Matt. v. 45. 

III. The happiness of those who are loved of 
God. 

(1.) How happjr are they who are the objects of 
Ood's love, which is an "everlasting love." 

Thus, saith Jehovah, "I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness I 
have drawn thee." Jer. xxxi. 3. The Apostle to the 
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Ephesians thus blesses God for this his everlasting- 
love to his people: "Blessed be the Grod and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ : 
according as He hath chosen us in Eiim before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before Him in love: having 
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, to the praise of the glory of 
Ids grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in tJie 
beloved. In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace." Eph. i. 3 — 7. How happy 
then, are they, who are thus the objects of God's 
everlasting love. Who, protected by his power, 
guided by his wisdom, sanctified by his Spirit, 
preserved by his goodness, shall never want any 
good thing that can really make them happy here, 
and for ever blessed hereafter. For, says the 
Apostle, "He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall Ho not with 
Him also freely give us all things?" Rom. viii. 32. 
He who is so beloved must be happy; indeed, 
possesses that which will make him for ever happy; 
for he possesses God, who is the fountain of happi- 
ness, and in whom alone it exists in infinite and 
eternal perfection. And therefore, (2) their hap- 
piness is enhanced who are loved of God ; in that 
the enjoyment of his love answers their highest 
expectations, and leaves no room for future desires. 
They who drink at the eternal fountain of God's 
love are ever satisfied. They desire no other en- 
joyments than those pleasures which are at his 
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right hand for evermore. But, (3) brethren, the 
happiness of being beloved of God pre-eminently 
consists in this, that not anything can part ii& 
from his love. For who, or what can separate us 
from the love of God? "For I am persuaded," 
(says the Apostle Paul,) "that neither death nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
JmuB our Lord." Eom. viii. 38, 39. "We do 
hazard much," says the eminently holy and pious 
Mr. Scougal; "in placing our affections on the 
creature, who may chance neglect or despise our 
love." But happy he who loves God, or rather, is 
beloved of God, who will neither neglect or despise 
his love, but return it with still greater love; for 
the more we love God, the more we shall be beloved 
of Sim. And hence it is that a gracious soul finds 
all its happiness in God, and derives all its happiness 
from God; and may therefore be said to dwell in 
God, and God in it. And if anyone be so beloved 
of God as to be thus received into his love and 
favour, he will surely be preserved by Him, God 
will not, cannot suffer him to perish everlastingly^ 
but will certainly save him with an everlasting 
salvation. Let us hear what Jehovah Himself 
says to his people whom He loves. "For thy 
Maker is thy husband ; the Lord of hosts is his 
name ; and thy Eedeemer the Holy One of IsraeL 
The God of the whole earth shall He be called. 
For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but 
with great mercies will I gather thee. Li a little 
wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment, but 
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with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on 
thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer. For the 
moimtains shall depart, and the hills be removed ; 
but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.'* Isaiah 
liv. 5, 7, 8, 10. And the happiness of being be- 
loved of Grod is further shewn in the eternal pre- 
servation from every enemy of those he loves ; for 
who can destroy those whom God loves ? Who 
dwell in Grod and God in them. Let the propbit 
answer : " No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise 
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn." 
Isaiah liv. 17. And lastly, the love of God is shewn 
in the everlasting justification and salvation of 
those whom He loves. "Who shall lay anything 
to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us." Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
Brethren, let us strive to realize the love of God. 
Is not God worthy of our highest love, and most 
endeared afifection ? Gave He not his Son to die 
for us? What greater instance could God give of 
his love towards us than this ? And shall we not 
love Him in return, with a holy, self-denying, pure, 
and sincere love, resigning ourselves, and all our 
interests into his loving hands ; coimting ourselves 
inexpressibly happy if only He will not cast us 
ofif, will not forsake lis? Cast us off did I say, 
and forsake us? — ^that is impossible, if we love Him 
truly and with all our heart; for these are the 
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words of Jesus : " I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee/' Heb. xiii. 5, And, "He that loveth 
Me, shall he loved of my Father^ and I will love him^ 
and will manifest myself to him/' John xiv. 21. 
Let us pray to Jesus to fulfil these his gracious 
words to our unspeakable comfort and salvation ; 
y©a> joy and delight ; that we may know the love 
that God hath to us; for "Grod is love, and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God and God in 
him.'* 1 John iv. 16. This love of God, brethren, 
is the highest, purest, holiest, and happiest love; 
for, it is eternal love — a love imchangeable, great, 
free — ^a love that death cannot part, which puts an 
end to all the endearments of the creature, and 
created things that we do love too much, to the 
slighting of God's love, which is an unchangeable 
and eternal love. 

Now, finally, God's love cannot flow into an 
impure heart. Our hearts must be cleansed by the 
blood of Jesus, and by the sanctifying Spirit made 
pure, and holy, and free from every taint of sin ; 
for then is God's love "perfected in us ;" for it is 
written, "Be ye holy; for I am holy." 1 Peter i. 
16. And "without holiness no man shall see the 
Ix>rd." Heb. xii. 14. — May "The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 
AmenJ' 



SEKMON m. 



THE KEW BIRTH, OR NEW CREATURE IN CHRIST 
JESUS.* 



2 Cor. V. 17. 

"THEREFOBE if ant man be in CHRIST, HE IS A UTEW 
CREATURE." 

The text we have chosen, brethren, is one of great 
importance. It speaks of a change which every- 
one must undergo before he can enter the kingdom 
of heaven. Tms change is usually called, "the 
new birth," or the being " bom again," or " from 
above," by the Spirit of God. And by the Apostle, 
in our text, "a new creature," or "new creation." 
The therefore is a conclusion drawn from preced- 
ing premises, which we consider refer to the whole 
of the verses preceding, but specially to those im- 
mediately following our text. Those who have 
undergone this change, feel the infirmities and 
sorrows of their present condition, and long for the 
time when mortality shall be swallowed up of life. 
Ver. 4. They have also a full assurance of hope, 
or of knowledge, that if their earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, they have a building of 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 

* Preaclied on the occasion of the Dean of Carlisle reading 
himself in, at the Church of St. Mary, Carlisle. 
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heavens," ver. 1 ; therefore "they are confident, and 
willing rather to be absent from the body, and to 
be present with the Lord." Ver. 8. They are also 
influenced by "the love of Christ ;" which he who 
has not undergone this change, neither knows, nor 
feels, nor understands. And "they live no^ tmto 
t/iemselves, but unto Him which died for them, and 
rose again," ver. 15; which is so opposite to the 
spirit of the world, and of the natm'al man, who 
lives unto himself, "doing his own ways, finding 
liis own pleasure, and speaking his own words," 
Isaiah Iviii. 13; that the Apostle aflarms, that 
whosoever has undergone such a change, is "a new 
creature," that, "old things are passed away; and 
all things are become new." 
We propose to inquire, 

I. What it is to be "in Christ." 

II. Why the regenerating work of the Spirit 
is called "a new creation." 

ni. The nature of the "change" the soul un- 
dergoes in regeneration. 

IV. The "necessity" of this change. 

May the Holy Spirit guide us aright while we 
inquire, 

I. What it is to be "m Christ'' 

(1.) In a general sense it means, to be "saved," 
to be in safety; as Noah in the Ark, from the 
deluge of waters that overwhelmed the old world. 
Gen. vi. 17, 18 ; (2) to be chosen in Christ "before 
the foundation of the world;" (3) that we, be 
accepted in Christ, or in the beloved ; (4) to have 
redemption through the blood of Christ, "the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace;" (5) to obtain an inheritance in Christ, 



"being predestinated according to the purpose of 
Him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will;'* (6) to in(8t or believe in Christ; 
in icJiom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation : m 
tcho7n also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed 
with that Holy Spirit of promise." So the Apostle 
speaks of those, "who are of note among the 
Apostles, who also were in Christ before me,'^ 
Eom. xvi. 7; that is, who had embraced by faith 
the gospel of their salvation, and believed in 
Christ, Eph. i. 1 — 12 ; (7) to be united to Christ 
by faith, John xv. 5 ; (8) and lastly, to be justifi-ed 
in Christ; as, says the prophet, ^^In the Lokd shall 
all the seed of Israel lie justified, and shall ffloiy." 
Isaiah xlv. 25. "We see then, brethren, the im- 
portance of the phrase in Christ, and what it 
implies ; and if in any of these respects we are in 
Cluist, for the one involves the whole; then, a 
great change has taken place in us, we are created 
anew in Christ Jesus, we are "a new creation," 
" bom again of the Spirit," "old things are passed 
away ; behold, all things are become new." Inquire, 

II. Why the regenerating work of the Spirit is 
called "a new creation." 

The Apostle, we conceive, styles the regenerat- 
ing work of the Spirit on the heart, "a new 
creation," from the similitude there is between it 
and "the old creation." In the fourth chapter of 
this Ejttstle, ver. 6, the Apostle writes, "For &od, 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hecffts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ," which is an allusion to the Mosaic account 
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of the creation. Let us then compare the two, 
and see what is the similitude between them. 

First, then, in Gen. i. 1 and 2, we read: "In 
the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth. And the earth was without form, and void ; 
and darkness was upon the face of the deep." 
What a striking emblem of the soul of man in 
spiritual things. Light enough, brethren, in na- 
tural things, but dark in spiritual. He may have 
intellectual light in spiritual things ; but this goes 
no further than his natural understanding, and 
leaves him to all saving knowledge in darkness 
still. Before the Gospel, the word of salvation, 
comes to men ; the Scripture declares they " sit in 
darkness, and in the shadow of death." Luke i. 78. 
That this is not to be understood exclusively of the 
heathen, appears clear from the words of Zacharias : 
** whereby (referring to Christ) the dayspring from 
on high hath visited tis, to give light to them that 
sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death." And 
from the words of the Apostle himself : "For God, 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light oi the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ." 2 Cor. iv. 6. And he further declares in 
his Epistle to the Eomans, chapter iii. ver. 9; 
"We have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, 
that they are all under sin:" and sin, in Scripture 
language, is darkness. 

Agam, we read, "And the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let 
there be light : and there was light." Gen. i. 2, 3. 
Apt emblem of the first movements of the Spirit of 
God upon a sinner's heart. As in the natural 
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the stillness of death, till both were created by the 
agency of the divine Being ; so is it with the soul 
of man, there is neither life nor motion towards 
God and heavenly things till both are infused by 
the agency of the quickening S^rit ; but only the 
stillness of death." " You hath He quickened, who 
were dead in trespasses and sins." Eph. ii. 1. And 
as matter would have remained for ever inert, unless 
motion had been communicated to it, and order, 
and generating life given to it, so will the soul of 
man for ever remain inert, without motion towards 
God, and heavenly things, until the Spirit of God 
give it life, creating it anew in righteousness and 
true holiness. But yet, further, "God said, let 
there be light : and there was liffht." striking 
emblem of the soul of man. Our blessed Lord 
saith he walketh in darkness; and knoweth not 
whither he goeth. And when the Pharisees said 
tmto Him, are we blind also? "Jesus said unto 
them. If ye were blind (naturally) ye should have 
no sin : but now ye say, we see ; therefore your 
sin remaineth." John ix. 41. And, brethren, it is 
no less darkness because it is wilful ; in that, "men 
love darkness rather than light because their deeds 
are evil." John iii. 19. And therefore the soul 
needs converting grace — ^needs "to be bom again," 
to be a new creature, "For we are his workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus." Eph. ii. 10. Hence 
the prayer of the Psalmist ; " Create in me a clean 
heart, God; and renew a right spirit within 
me." Psalm Ii. 10. Therefore, in conversion, the 
first work of the quickening Spirit is to communi- 
cate light; whereby the soul sees, and not before^ 



its trae state and condition, the darkness in which 
it had lived, and the sin and danger of such a 
state. The Spirit convinces of sin, by infusing 
light into the soul, and bringing before it the 
extent and spirituality of the law of Qody which 
reaches to the thoughts, and purposes, and desires 
of the heart, and pronounces death upon the least 
violation of its holy commands. Gen. ii. 17. And 
"therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin." Rom. iii. 20. But, by the 
same divine light by which the soul sees the evil 
of sin; it discovers, through the quickening Spirit, 
the remedy provided by a gracious and merciful 
God; who sent his Son to make atonement for 
sin, by the oflfering up of Himself upon the cross, 
"that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life." John iii. 15. 
Quickened by the Spirit the soul embraces by faith 
this salvation, and gladly and thankfully closes 
with the overtures of mercy, and receives the 
Saviour in his three great offices of Prophet, Priest, 
and King. As Prophet to enlighten and instruct. 
As Priest to atone. As King to reign and rule over 
it for ever. This beautiful figure of light as an 
emblem of the work of the Spirit upon the heart 
in conversion, is frequently used in holy Scripture. 
"And you hath He quickened who were dead in 
trespasses and sins." Eph. ii. 1. " For ye were 
sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the 
Lord: walk as children of the light: (For the 
fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteous- 
ness and truth ;) Proving what is acceptable unto 
the Lord. And have no fellowship with the un- 
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frtdtfal works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 
For it is a shame even to speak of those things 
which are done of them in secret. But all things 
that are reproved are made manifest by the light ; 
for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 
Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
Kght." Eph. V. 8— 14.^ 

Again, the Psalmist informs us that the word of 
God was the instrummt in the first creation. " By 
the word of the Lord were the heavens made ; and 
all the host of them by the breath of his mouth." 
Psalm xxxiii. 6. So also is it in the new creation 
in the soul of man. The word of God, by the 
quickening Spirit, is the instrument of conversion. 
" Being bom again not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever." 1 Peter i. 23. " Of his 
own will begat he us with the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures." 
And lastly, God surveyed the first creation, with 
complacency and delight. "And God saw every 
thing that He had made, and, behold, it was very 

ifood." Gen. i. 31. From the book of Job we 
earn that when God first created this world, it 
was so fair and beautiful, that "the morning stars 
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for 
joy." Job xxxviii. 7 ; and heaven rang with 
acclamations of wonder and delight. And so, dear 
brethren, it is said by the prophet, of God's new 
creation — the spiritual temple, the church of the 
living God; that when "HTe shall bring forth the 
head stone thereof, there shall be shoutings, cry- 
ing, Grace, grace unto it." Zech. iv. 7. Eph. ii. 8. 
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And all heaven wiU again resound with alleluias 
of wonder and delight, when the last of God's 
elect shall be gathered in and the kingdom given 
up to God even the Father, "that God may be all 
in all." 1 Cor. xv. 28. Now that we may see how 
great the change is and wonderful that takes 

glace in a sinner's heart, when the regenerating 
pirit of God moves upon it, and gives spiritual 
life, motion, and being to it : Let us enquire, 

ni. The nature of the change the soul under- 
goes, in regeneration. 

But first, observe, that as in the natural, so in 
the spiritual world,^the work of creation is gradual; 
the new creature is not made at once ; there are 
babes, and young men, and fathers in Christ. 
God works in a sovereign manner, forming, 
fashioning, and preparing the soul for his imme- 
diate presence and glory, by various methods in 
providence and grace. There is a change 

(1.) In its state and condition. 

What a change, brethren, took place when the 
Spirit of God moved on the face of the deep, deep, 
darkness, and gave being and life to the natural 
world; and changed the whole face of things, 
bringing light out of darkness, order out of con- 
fusion, fife out of death. No less wonderful is the 
change in the state and condition of a sinner, 
when he becomes "a new creature." He is trans- 
lated out of nature's darkness into the marvellous 
li^t of grace. He is passed from death unto life. 
1 John iii. 14 ; John v. 24. He was condemned 
by the law, and under the sentence of death; 
when lo ! a reprieve comes from heaven, saying, 
deliver him from going down into the pit; "I have 
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found a ransom" for him. Job xxxiii. 24. The 
thunders and lightnings and terrors of mount 
Sinai were ready to burst upon his head ; but now 
he is " come unto mount Sion, and unto the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem." Heb. 
xii. 22. Bfo was once far off from God, an alien 
and a stranger ; but now he is brought nigh by 
the blood of Jesus, and accepted in the beloved, 
and adopted into the family of heaven, and made 
an heir of God, and a joint heir with Christ. Eph. 
ii. 12, 13 ; Rom. viii. 17. He was under the curse 
of the old Covenant; for it is written, '* cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are 
writteninthe book of the lawtodo them," Gal. iii.lO ; 
but now he is under the blessing of the new, for 
he is justified by faith from all things from which 
he could not be justified by the law of Moses ; and 
being justified by faith, he has peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Eom. viii. 1. In 
short he is become "a new creature," "a new crea- 
tion" of God; by the change that is wrought, by 
the grace and power of the BLoly Spirit, and through 
faith in Christ, in his state and condition. But 
farther, there is a change, 

(2.) In its frame and constitution. 

We consider this more especially in reference to 
the soul, though the body is to undergo a change 
by the power of the quickening Spirit. Rom. viii. 
11 ; Phil. iii. 21 ; 1 Cor. xv. 42—44. We leain 
from Scripture that the soul is renewed in its 
faculties and affections. The understanding is 
illumined and made "light in the Lord." Eph. v. 
8. The will, which was rebellious and stubborn, 
and "not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
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can be" in its natural, unrenewed state; in the 
new creation obeys the law ofH3^od, and unre- 
servedly resigns itself to the will of God in all 
tilings. Psalm ex. 3. The affections and desires 
of the soul are changed. They were before oon- 
yersion exclusively placed on earthly things. The 
honours, the pleasures, the riches, the enjoyments 
of this present evil world, wholly engaged the 
affections of the soul. The service rendered to 
God was formal and outward. The imagination 
and not the heart ; the senses and not the spirit 
were alone engaged. But by being made " a new 
creature" the desires and a&ections are turned to 
God ; and the heart, fixed upon his supreme ex- 
oellence and beauty, centers all its desires in God, 
and derives all its happiness from God. The soul 
thus changed in its faculties and powers, in its 
affections and desires, is called the "new man;" 
in contradistinction to its former natural, unre- 
newed state, which is called the "old man," and 
these are opposed the one to the other, for the 
old man is not immediately destroyed in the re- 
newed heart. Gal. v. 17. Now as the work of 
creation in the old world was gradual — God 
might if it had pleased Him created it at once a 
beautiful and lovely world; but his infinite wisdom 
determined otherwise — so is it in the new crea- 
tion, the work is gradual. Perhaps, to the human 
eye, in the gradual formation of the old world, it 
would have appeared mysterious, and not likely 
that order, beauty, and light, should spring out of 
darkness, disorder, and confusion; yet in God's 
appointed time, a world beautiful to look upon, 
came forth from his hands, which He pronoimced 
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"very good;" perfect in order, loveKness, and 
beauty. So is II in the new creation. The eye of 
sense sees not the work of grace going on in the 
new created soul; yea, the new creature itself 
discerns not at all times the change that is going 
on in its frame and constitution; but the Lord the 
Spirit is gradually forming the new creation. The 
work of grace goes on in the soul, and in due time 
it will be seen, that the Lord's work is perfect; 
jmd the new creation, in the time appointed of the 
Father, will come forth, resplendent in glory, per- 
fect in beauty, after the image of God, and in his 
likeness. Gen. i. 26, 27. So, likewise, God has 
determined, and fixed the time, in which the old 
man shall die, with all its corrupt affections — evil 
propensities, and carnal desires ; a lingering death 
it is true, (for we die daily) stubborn to the last, 
and struggling, while it lives, for the mastery; yet 
die it must, while the new man will survive and 
live for ever in immortal vigour, in perfect happi- 
ness and glory. There will therefore be a change 

(3.) In the life and conversation of the new 
creature. 

This will be more or less manifest, according to 
the measure of grace given; and it is written, "He 

g'veth more grtice;" implying, that it hath pleased 
od to connect spiritual blessings with faithfulness 
to the grace already received. When Jehovah 
was about to shower down spiritual blessings upon 
Israel he saith ; " I will yet for this be enquired of 
by the house of Israel to do it for them." Ezek. 
xxxvi 37. There will, therefore, be such a change 
in the life and conversation as will manifest the 
work of grace in the soul. " For we are his work- 
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manship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
whicli God hath before ordained that we should 
valk in them." Eph. ii. 10. The new creature no 
longer lives "in the flesh to the lusts of men, but 
to the will of God." 1 Peter iv. 2. Not as though 
its title to eternal life sprang from its obedience ; 
but as one who, having received life from Christ, 
endeavours to live as a new creature to Christ 
only. " For the love of Christ constraineth us ; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
, then were all dead : and that He died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him which died for them 
and rose again." 2 Cor. v. 14, 15, The root of 
the divine life being faith, which worketh by love, 
there will be corresponding fruit in righteousness 
and true holiness ; old things will have passed 
away, "and behold, all things are become new." 

The joys and hopes, the desires and expectations 
of the new creature, are become spiritual and 
heavenly; and it would that it had the wings of a 
dove that it might fly away and be at rest, in the 
bosom of the Lord. Now, it thirsts to drink of 
those crystal streams, that floiv from under the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. Now, it long& 
for that world of light where there is no darkness, 
at all ; of joy, where there is no sorrow ; of plea- 
sure, where there is no pain ; of life, where there 
is no weeping, dying, or death. Rev. xxi. 

And, finally, brethren, how wonderftd is this, 
change I as wonderful as in the first creation,, 
when the Spirit of God moved upon the face of tha 
waters, and changed chaos and darkness, into 
order and light, and gave being, life, and motion,. 



46 

to inert masses of stillness and death; yea, we 
may say, more wonderful; for matter gave no 
resistance to the divine fiat ; whereas, even when 
we were enemies Christ died for us, to reconcile us 
to &od. Vers. 18 — 20. We proceed to notice, 

IV. The necessity of this change. 

(1.) From experience. 

The necessity of this change is seen from the 
description given of the "heart" of man in Scrip- 
ture ; and which, we shall see, is confirmed by the 
testimony of experience, in every period of the 
world's history. The reason assigned by Almighty 
Ood for not again cursing the ground any more 
for man's sake ; or, smiting any more everything 
living as He had done, was this ; "for the imagi- 
nation of man's heart is evil from his youthj^ He 
was not therefore changed by the dreadful judg- 
ment of the deluge. And should the Lord be 
always wroth, the souls would fail that He has 
oreated ; and there would be no end to his judgments 
upon the earth; "For," saith Jehovah, "I will not 
<3ontend for ever, neither will I be always wroth : 
for the spirit should fail before Me, and the souls 
which I have made." Isaiah Ivii. 16. And, as the 
mercy of God from time to time proved a remedy 
for the wickedness of man; in the various dispen- 
sations of his grace, foreshadowed in types and 
figures, and declared by his prophets, sending 
them early and late, to make known his judgments 
when men had sinned, and his mercy, when they 
repented and turned from their wicked ways ; so, 
^ven, to the time of Jeremiah the Prophet, the 
Lord, looking back upon all his goodiiess and 
righteous dealings with his people Israel, " for his 
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mercy enduxeth for ever;" yet, still declares, that 
^'the heart is deceitful above all things, and despe- 
rately wicked.'* Jer. xvii. 9. And, proceedmg 
onwards to these last days, "in which God hath 
spoken unto ns by his Son,'' who knew what was 
in man, and therefore knew perfectly the human 
heart — ^yet, still, the Lord pronounces it wholly 
defiled and wicked; "for from within, out of the 
heart of man, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, for- 
nications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wicked- 
ness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from 
within, and defile the man." Mark vii. 21, 22. 
And experience shews how true is the description 
given in God's word of the wickedness of the heart 
of man ; and of the corruption of the whole human 
race. Now all the wisdom of philosophy has failed 
to remedy tibis corruption ; yea, all the wholesome 
laws of God and man restrain, but do not change, 
the heart ; wickedness still abounds in every age. 
The blessings of civilization ameliorate and im- 
prove the condition of mankind, but do not change 
the heart of man. There is as great wickedness, 
perhaps greater, because more refined, in a civilized 
than m an imcivilized state of the world. And, 
moreover, all the advantages of education cannot 
change the heart. The intellect may be informed, 
and the principles of virtue and religion instilled 
into the mind, and yet the heart remain corrupt 
and wicked. And if we cast the eyes of our mind 
over the present state of the world and of mankind, 
perhaps never before so highly civilized; yet 
daily experience still adds its testimony to the 
truth of the divine word, that " all have sinned 
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and come short of the glory of God ;" that there 
is none righteous, no not one ; there is none that 
understandeth ; there is none that seeketh after 
&od;" and, "that the imagination of man's heart 
is evil from his youth;" and, therefore, that it 
must be created anew in Christ Jesus — ^that the 
frame and constitution both of body and soul 
must be changed by the power of the quickening 
Spirit, or it cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. And this change, the Apostle calls, "a 
new creation," or "a new creature." Consider 
then, brethren, the necessity of this change, from 
the experience of each succeeding age of the world 
of the wickedness of man, and that none tut &od 
can effect it. 

(2.) From the testimony of Scripture. 

Now, our Lord expressly declares, that without 
this change we cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. He does so too with an emphasis^ which 
denotes the importance of what He was going to 
say: " Verily, verily y I say unto thee, except a man 
be bom again, (or from above) he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." And again, Jesus answered 
and said, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be bom of water and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God." John iii. 3, 5. 
St. John i. 13, says : " Which were horn, (speak- 
ing of new created souls, or souls brought to be- 
lieve in Jesus for life and salvation), which were 
horny not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God." St. Peter de- 
scribes these new created souls in Christ, in these 
words; "being horn again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
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liveth and abideth for ever." 1 Peter i. 23. The 
prophet Ezekiel speaks of these ^^neic born souls, 
the souls created anew in Christ, in these words: 
" Then will / sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness and from 
all your idols will / cleanse you. A neiv heart also 
will / give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you : i will take away the stony heart out^f your 
flesh, and T will give you a heart of flesh. And / 
will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judg- 
ments and do them ; and ye shall be my people, 
and / will be your God." Ezek. xxxvi. 25 — 28. 
All — all the work of the regenerating Spirit of 
God ; and so the Psalmist prays. Create in me a 
new heart ; and, brethren, creation is God's work. 
Psalm li. 10. Let no one, then, think that he 
needeth not this change. Let no one think, that 
any outward duties whatsoever, will do without this 
change. No outward observances, no sacrifices 
however costly, no rites and ceremonies, no ordi- 
nances, no round of duties, no ritualistic observ- 
ances, can be substituted for this change: No — ^if 
we be not born again, bom of the Spirit, new created 
in Christ — ^we cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; and the evidence of this change that it 
really has taken place upon any fioul of man, is, 
that "oW things have passed away; behold, all things 
are become wew?." 

In conclusion, dear brethren, do we know any- 
thing of this change? In looking back upon our 
past lives do we see anything different in ourselves, 
than what wo have always by nature been ? Has 
there been such a change during oxiy period of our 
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lives that we are conscious we are not the same 
persons toe once tcere ? That there has been such a 
change that we now love what we once hated, and 
now hate what we once loved ? Do we discern in 
ourselves such a change that, "old things are passed 
away;" and "behold," (mark the expression, bre- 
thren,) "fl// things are become new?^^ implying a 
total and radical change of the whole man; even, 
"a new creation." Examine yourselves, brethren, 
whether ye be in Christ; prove your ownselves, 
whether old things are indeed passed away, and 
all thipgs are become new. This is discerned by 
the prevailing tendency of the desires and aflfec- 
tions of the soid. Are they to heaven and heavenly 
things ? Does the hve of Christ constrain you to 
devote yourself to God ? Do you thus judge — that 
if one died for all, then were all dead ? And that 
He died for all, that they which live should not 
henceforth Uve unto themselves, but unto Him which 
died for them and rose again. Verses 14, 15. 
Brethren, — ^is it your earnest desire to say with 
the Apostle, "The life that I now live is by the 
faith of the Son of God who loved me, and gave 
Himself for me ?" Now, if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature. ISee then, beloved, if your 
feelings and desires correspond with the Apostle's. 
Verses 1 — 8. Are the aspirations of your souls 
to God, and holiness, and heaven? "Now He 
that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is 
God, who also hath given imto us the earnest of 
the Spirit." Are you able, in the Spirit of adop- 
tion, to cry, "Abba Father? Then old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new." "And all things are of God, who hath 



51 

reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ." Ver. 18. 
The whole work is his. " If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children ; 
how much more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him." Luke xi. 
13. 

" The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghost, be with you all. Amen." 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 



SERMON IV. 



THE DIFFICULTY OF THE SALVATION OF THE 
RIGHTEOUS. 



1 Peter iv. 18. 

<<IF THE EIGHTEOUS SCAKCELY BE SAVED, WHERE SHALL 
THE TJNGODLY AND THE SINNER APPEAR ?" 

It would appear, from the verses preceding our 
text, that the Apostle had primarily in view the 
great afflictions and persecutions that were about 
to fall upon the church of Grod, and which were 
nigh at hand, when he says, "If the righteous 
scarcely be saved." These he calls "the fiery 
trial" which was to try them. Ver. 12. And in 
the 17th verse, that "judgment" which must begin 
at the house of God. And he intimates, that these 
afflictions and persecutions would be so severe, that 
even the righteous themselves would hardly hold 
up and maintain the profession of their faith 
through them all, so as to be saved. But as the 
Apostle says, "what shall the end be of them that 
obey not the Grospel of Grod ?" he evidently refers, 
and no doubt means these temporal judgments to 
to refer, to the great day of judgment, when the 
wrath of Grod would fall upon the wicked to the 
uttermost, and from which there would then be no 
escape. But the text undoubtedly has a second- 
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ary, and most important meaning, and refers to 
the Church of Grod in every age; and consequently, 
to every true Christian, who is striving to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven ; and with them, even 
with them, must judgment /rs^ begin at the house 
of God. There is so much amiss in them that 
needs correction ; so many evils in them that need 
to be chastized ; and so much corruption that 
needs the rod, that they must be scourged for their 
sins, and by severe inflictions of divine chastise- 
ments, taught submission to the divine will, and 
conformity with Christ their living Head (who 
was made perfect through sufferings); and thus, 
by these, be perfected and made meet for the king- 
dom of heaven. 1 Peter iv. 1. It is in this last 
sense we intend chiefly, though not exclusively, to 
consider the text. 

Let us then consider, in dependence upon the 
divine blessing, 

I. The character of the persons here spoken of; 
^^the righteous^^ — the ungodly and the sinner, 

(1.) The righteous. 

The term must be understood in a qualified 
sense. In a Gospel sense it denotes those who are 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, having received 
Him as their wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption. For legally none can claim this 
title ; for, says the Scripture, "a// have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God." And Job says, 
" If I justify myself my own mouth shall condemn 
me : if I say / am perfect^ it shall also prove me 
perverse.^* Job ix. 20, The Apostle Paul says, 
** There is none righteous, no, not oneJ^ Eom. iii. 
10. None of the fallen children of Adam can 
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claim this title in a kgal sense, for judged by the 
law, they must inevitably be found guilty; for by 
the DEEDS of the law shall no flesh living he justified; 
and if not justified, then condemned. In a Grospel 
or evangelical sense, Job was righteous, and one 
that feared Grod, and eschewed evil. Job. i. 1. And 
Zacherias and Elizabeth were both righteous, 
walking in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the iiord blameless. In a Grospel sense there- 
fore it means, those who are horn of the Spirit, 
believe in Jesus, repent of their sins, and lead a new 
and holy life. 

(2.) The ungodly and tJie sinner. 

These terms are the same, though differing in 
degree, and may be specifically applied (1) to the 
ungodly, openly acknowledged to be such by their 
vdcked life and conduct, who live in opposition to 
the commands of God, walking according to their 
own ungodly lusts, and in unbelief of the threaten- 
ings and warnings of his word. St. Peter describes 
them as ^^ scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 
and saying. Where is the promise of his coming ? 
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of the creation." 
2 Peter iii. 5, 4 ; who were of old ordained to con- 
demnation, ungodly and wicked men. Jude 4. (2) 
To those who, though not to be classed with the 
openly wicked, yet do not believe in Jesus, nor 
close with the overtures of mercy through Him ; 
or if they believe, that is, profess to believe, and 
are baptized into the Christian faith, do not walk 
agreeably to the same, but in the ways of the 
world; setting their affections excltisivelj/ on the 
world, making the honours thereof, or the riches 
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thereof, or the pleasures thereof, their chief and 
only concern ; for, says St. John : "If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world." 1 John 
ii. 15, 16. The "ungodly," and "the sinner," 
are therefore, those who are not born of the Spirit, 
.who do not believe in Jesus, nor repent of their sins, 
nor lead a holy and righteous life. 

Having explained the terms, we proceed to our 
next division. 

II. The difficulty of the salvation of the 
righteous. 

"If the righteous scarcely be saved," or with 
difficulty, implying obstacles which might prevent 
their salvation. The text affirms that, the righte- 
ous will be saved. There is no doubt about their 
final salvation ; yea, of their present salvation ; 
for he that believeth in Jesus hath eternal life, 
and shall not come into condemnation; and St. 
John says, "We," that is, those who believe 
in Jesus, know, that we have (already) passed 
from death unto life; and St. Paul, "There is 
therefore noio no condemnation to them that are 
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but 
after the Spirit." Eom. viii. 1. Nevertheless, the 
Apostle Peter says, the righteous are scarcely, or 
with difficulty, saved. How is this to be under- 
stood ? We shall endeavour to explain the Apostle's 
meaning by observing, (1) that this difficulty is not 
owing to any deficiency, or defect, in the merits 
and death of Christ our Saviour, which are infinite, 
and of sufficient efficacy to save the whole world, 
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would that world but come to Him to be saved : 
** God so loved the world, that He gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever belie veth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 
iii. 16. Jesus is able to save unto the uttermost all 
that come unto God by Him. Yea, we hesitate 
not to say, that were there thousands, yea, millions 
of worlds that had sinned, the blood and righteous- 
ness of Jesus could save them all. For it is the 
blood of God. There is therefore no limit to its 
efficacy. It is infinite, and reaches to the utmost 
bounds of the ravages of sin, wherever sin exists ; 
yea more, it goes beyond ; for where sin abounded 
grace doth much more abound. There is no diffi- 
culty, then, in the salvation of the righteous as it 
respects the merits and death of Christ. Nor 

(2) Is there any difficulty as it respects the 
purpose of God in their salvation ; " For all things 
are possible with God." The purpose or counsel 
of Jehovah is fixed. Who can disannul it ? None, 
for the Psalmist says: "For ever, Lord, thy 
word is settled in heaven;" Psalm cxix. 89; out of 
the reach of aU contingencies. And St. Paul says, 
that the righteous are called according to his pur- 
pose, " For whom He did foreknow. He also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the ifnage of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. Moreover, whom He did predesti^mte 
them He also called: and whom He called them 
He aho Justified: and whom He justified them He 
also glorifisdy Eom. viii. 28. The salvation of 
the righteous therefore is certain, there is no diffi- 
culty or uncertainty about it, as it respects the 
purpose of God. 



57 

(3.) There is no difficulty about the salvation 
of the righteous, as it respects the work and office of 
tlie Holy Ghost in their conversion and sanctification; 
for his work is perfect. All whom the Holy Ghost 
converts and sanctifies shall undoubtedly be saved. 
For the Holy Ghost abideth in them for ever, *^ I 
will pray the Father," (says our Lord,) "and He 
shall give you another Comforter, who shall abide 
with you for everJ^ And St. Paul, to the Thessa- 
lonians, gave thanks alway to God, because God 
had from the heginningy that is, from all eternity ^ 
chosen them to salvation through sanctification of 
the Spirit y and belief of the truth. 2 Thess. ii. 13. 
And St. John says, the anointing that they have 
jreceived ^^ abideth in them," as we have seen, "/or 
EVER." They who are thus anointed, and effec- 
tually taught of the Holy Ghost, who abideth ever 
in them, will undoubtedly be saved. There is no 
difficulty, then, — ^no uncertainty as it respects the 
salvation of the righteous in the work and office of 
the Holy Ghost, 

Now we humbly conceive that this difficulty has 
reference to the righteous themselves^ and is to be 
attributed 

(1.) To the difficulty of the work they have to do. 

And truly salvation is a difficult work, almost 
all Scripture represents it to be difficult; and if 
the believer, (or righteous),- had not an Almighty 
Saviour to look to, he must sit down in despair of 
ever attaining it. Now our Lord represents this 
difficulty by a variety of figures, or similitudes. 
He says, the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence^ 
and the violent take it "hy force; like a besieging 
army, attacking a strong fort or citadel, or strongly 
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fortified city or town. Matt. xi. 12. The disciples 
of our Lord, when they heard Him say, how hardl]f 
(which is the same in signification with scarcely^ 
in our text) shall a rich man enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, were struck with astonishment and 
said, "Who then ean be saved ? Our Lord simply 
replied, with men it is impossible, but not with God; 
for toith God all things are possible, and so the salva- 
tion of the rich, diflGlcult though it be. Again, our 
Lord said, a man must "strive," that is agonize, to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, like one beset 
with sore difficulties and dangers, and crying to 
heaven for help. All this will appear evident if 
we further consider the opposition the righteous, 
or the believer, meets with from the devil, the 
world, and the flesh ; and hence the prayer in the 
service for the Baptism of Lifants, "Ghrant that he 
may have power and strength to have victory, and to 
triumph against the devil, the tvorld, and the^^s^;" 
all which implies difficulty, and very great diffieultif 
too. First then, — (1) How powerful an adversary 
is the devil! how subtle and insinuating are his 
attacks I how weak and helpless are we in, and of 
ourselves, to withstand him ! " Satan hath desired 
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat : but I 
have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.'^ 
Luke xxii. 31 , 32. How many are the exhorta- 
tions of Scripture, to be on our guard against this 
subtle and powerful enemy, and to watch and 
pray, that we be not either surprised or overcome 
of him. Indeed, brethren, this is a very difficult 
work, and were hopeless but for the power of Jesus, 
extended to all who resist this adversary. "Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you. J}raw nigh to 
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God, and He mil draw nigh to youJ^ James iv. 7, 8. 
"I beheld," says Jesus, "Satan as lightning /a// 
from heaven," Luke x. 18 ; his power broken — 
his schemes baffled — ^his destruction terrible — and 
sudden as the lightning's flash from heaven. 

(2.) Salvation is difficult to the righteous from 
the temptations and opposition he meets with from 
the world, and the things that are in the world. The 
whole course of it is opposed to his endeavours to be 
saved. His feet are constantly being entangled in 
its snares. Tea, the necessary duties and cares of 
Ufe, require his utmost diligence, lest that, by an 
undue care about them, and over anxiety in the dis- 
charge of them, the commands of God should be 
broken, and his soul irretrievably lost, and that 
for ever. " Love not the world," says St. John, 
neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him." 1 John ii. 15. And is not this a difficult 
thing, brethren? Is it not difficult, yea, very 
difficult, to take our hearts entiiely from the world 
and give them to God, resigning ourselves wholly 
to Him, and making it our highest happiness to 
do his will, and his only? but difficult though it 
be, it is not impossible. The Lord says to all who 
are stnving, "Fear not, /have overcome the worlds 
In his strength we shall certainly overcome ; for, 
says St. John, "this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even ourfaith,^^ 

(3.) The salvation of the righteous is no less 
difficult from the flesh ; that is, from the remains 
of sin, still dwelling in them. This perhaps, after 
all, is the sorest enemy of the believer, and pre- 
sents the greatest difficulty to his salvation ; for, 
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were there nothing in him, for Satan or the world 
to work upon, their assaults would be powerless, 
and heaven, easily gained. But it is far othenme, 
brethren, there is too much within us of the world, 
and too great an inclination to hear and give way 
to the suggestions of the devil and the world. 
We like too well many of the things they bring to 
our imagination and present to our desires ; and 
so, often fall imder their attacks, and have to 
lament our folly and sin in giving way to the 
devil, who is a liar and deceiver, and intends our 
destruction, while he pretends our pleasure and 
advantage. Here, in the heart, if anywhere, we 
are to resist; for it is written, keep thy heart 
with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of 
life, From the straight and strict keeping of our 
hearts depend our success both against the devil 
and the world.' Without it we are sure to fall, 
and be overcome, and lose the kingdom of heaven. 
And, brethren, heart work is difficult work ; but 
the Lord has promised to give a new heart, and 
write therein his laws, for our encouragement to 
persevere in this difficult work. These are some, 
and perhaps, the chief difficulties, the righteous or 
the believer has to encounter; and explains the 
words of the Apostle, that the righteous ^^ scarcely, ^^ 
hardly, or tvith difficiUty, are "saved." We proceed 
next, and very briefly, for time will not allow to 
enlarge upon this division, 

III. To notice the reflection, or inference, drawn 
by the Apostle: "If the righteous scarcely be 
saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 

Now Scripture often puts iceighty and important 
truths in the way of interrogation. Thus our 
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Saviour, "What shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his soul? It is 
intended thereby to impress the mind more strongly, 
and to leave each individual to make his ovm reflec- 
Horn upon a subject so important, and of such vast 
moment, as if it could not be adequately expressed 
in mortal words. So in our text : " If the righte- 
ous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear ?" What will become of them '^ 
If judgment must first begin at "the house of 
God," and if it first begin at us, the Apostles and 
followers of the Lord, what shall the end be of 
them that obey not the Gospel of God ? What will 
become of them ? Truly the question is a moment- 
ous one, and well merits the serious consideration 
of all, but especially of the ungodly and the sinner. 

We will therefore conclude the subject by con- 
trasting the two — the righteous — ^the ungodly and 
the sinner. 

(1.) The righteous. 

When the believer was first called to a know- 
ledge of salvation, by divine grace, and began to 
be in earnest about his soul, what difficulties pre- 
sented themselves to him ! He had no idea before 
his conversion of the difficulties of salvation. But 
when the Lord opened his eyes to see how "strait 
is the gate, and narrow the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it," Matt. vii. 
14, — ^he began to feel, in very deed, that the righte- 
ous are scarcely saved, and earnestly to call upon 
God for help. Before conversion he thought very- 
little about the matter ; but when he did think, 
and looked around, and saw the generality like 
himself, living wholly for the world; yet not, at 
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least among the more respectable, entirely neglect- 
ing religion, but paying some attention to its out- 
ward forms and observances, he thought his state 
a good one, and all safe and secure. He had no 
idea of the work of the Spirit in the inner man, 
the life hid with Christ m God. But when the 
Spirit of God opened his mind to see what real 
religion is — ^that it is the religion of the heart; then 
he felt the difficulties of salvation, and stirred up 
himself in earnest to seek to be saved ; and began 
to fear, and even to tremble, and sometimes to 
question, if after all his prayers, and strivings, he 
shall ever enter into the kingdom of heaven. But 
the Spirit of God who first called him to a know- 
ledge of salvation strengthens him, and enables 
him to persevere, and to endure unto the end, and 
finally to be saved. He prays, he fights, he weeps, 
he supplicates, he cries to heaven for help; nor 
does he give sleep to his eyes, nor slumber to his 
eyelids till he has tasted that the Lord is gracious, 
tiU he hears the sweet accents of the Spirit whis- 
pering in his soul — son, daughter, thy sins be for- 
given thee, go in peace. But he has also learned 
that this conflict has not ceased ; but as in the case 
of his divine Lord, that Satan has departed from 
him only /or a season; and that he must gird up 
the loins of his mind for a continual conflict, never 
to cease until he enters the kingdom of heaven a 
victorious conqueror, through the power and grace 
of Jesus, and sitteth down with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

(2.) But if the difficulties of the righteous be 
such, what will become of the sinner? who is so 
secure, as if no difficulties existed, no danger to be 
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apprehended from the course he is pursuing. Tou 
have not, sinner, any doubts of your salvation ! 
You have been baptised in your infancy. You 
pay some attention to the outward duties of reli- 
gion when you are able, you are living as those 
around you live, and though you do not say that 
you never neglect the duties you owe to Grod and 
your neighbours; yet you are not so wicked as 
many others ; and upon the whole consider your 
state good and secure, and you think that Grod will 
not cast you away for a few sins and follies, or for 
neglecting sometimes the duties of religion. And 
if this mil not do, who can be saved? And 
though there be some difficulties in the way to the 
kingdom of heaven, you see not but they may 
be easily overcome; nor can there be, you say, 
so much required for salvation; otherwise none 
will be saved. And in the light in which you 
take it, unconverted sinner, there is no difficulty 
in being saved. A few forms in religion, the visit 
of a minister before you die, and Christian burial, 
you think will save you. But with all this the heart 
may have little to do. You do not think, you will not 
reflect, that religion — the religion of Christ, begins 
with the heart. For "God is a Spirit: and they 
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and 
in truth/' John iv. 24. And if you do not judge 
of your state by your heart you will be much 
deceived, and likely perish; nor can you ever 
imderstand the difficulties of the righteous tiU you 
learn (and the grace of God only can teach it you) 
this truth — that "the heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked :" Jer. xvii. 9 : and 
that, "the imagination of the thoughts of man's 
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heart is only evil continually." Q-en. vi. 5. Seek 
therefore, sinner, eonvei*ting grace. Pray for a 
new heart, and that a right spirit be formed in 
you. 

(3.) But, ungodly sinner, what will your end 
be ? Ye openly wicked and profane, who make a 
scoff at all religion, and despise the admonitions 
and warnings of Scripture, what will become of 
you ? It may seem all well, and no danger to be 
apprehended, to deride religion, and speak evil of 
those who are endeavouring to serve God and to 
walk in the way of righteousness. The imgodly 
may flatter themselves that no fearful consequences 
will arise from sitting in the seat of the scornful ; 
or in rioting and drunkenness, chambering, and 
wantonness, because sentence against their evil 
work is not speedily executed. But have you 
considered the Apostle's words, what will the end 
be? What will it all come to at last? The 
Scriptures inform us that the end of these things is 
death. And your scorn and unbelief cannot 
change or alter the purpose of Grod : whether you 
will believe it or not, their "judgment," (the 
judgment of ungodly sinners,) "now of a long 
time, lingereth not, and their damnation slum- 
bereth not." 2 Peter ii. 3. O that daring sinners 
would think of this ! O that they would stop 
and reflect ere it be too late, What will the end 
be? Whither will all this wickedness and sin 
lead, and what after all is the profit P Are daring 
sinners so sure there is no cfezy of judgment, no hell 
of torment for the wicked ? Have they proved it 
to a demonstration, that they go on thus? I 
think not, nay, I am sure they cannot. Will they 
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say, with the daring sinners of old, "We have 
made a covenant with death, and with hell we are 
at agreement P" Were it possible. What saith the 
Lord ? "Your covenant with death shall be disan- 
nulled, and your agreement with hell shall not 
stand;" when the overflowing scourge shall pass 
through, then ye shall be trodden down by it" 
Isaiah xxviii. 15, 18. It is not possible when the 
end comes, imgodly sinner, for i/ou to escape* 
Be wise therefore now; return and repent, so shall 
you find mercy through Christ the Lord, and your 
soul be saved. "For I have no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God: 
wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye." Ezek. 
xviii. 32. 



SERMON V. 



THE DEW FKOM HEAVEN. 



Hosea xiv. 5 — 7. 

"l will be as the dew unto israel: he shall 
grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots 
as lebanon. 

" his branches shall spread, and his beauty shall 
be as the olive tree, and his smell as lebanon. 

" they that dwell under his shadow shall return; 
they shall revive as the corn, and grow as thb 
vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine 
of lebanon." 

How does the very sound of the words, "I will be 
as the dew unto Israel," gladden the soul; and 
send it back, in memory, to its once happy state in 
Paradise, when "the Lord God had not caused it 
to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to 
till the ground. But there went up a mist from 
the earth, and watered the whole face of the 
gi^ound." Gen. ii. 5, 6. But, the dew spoken of 
in our text, is far more precious than any earthly 
blessing ; even than that of Paradise. It is dew 
from heaven. It is Jehovah who says, " I will be 
as the dew unto Israel." I the Lord the Spirit, 
by my gracious influences, will be as the dew unto 
Israel. Were we to search God's word through, 
perhaps we should not find a richer cluster of 
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spiritual blessings, than is here vouchsafed to the 
Israel of God, under imagery the most beautiful 
and attractive. By the metaphor of dew is repre- 
sented the gracious influences of the Holy Spiiit. 
The believer's growth in grace, to the growth of 
the lily. His stability, to the cedars of Lebanon. 
His adornment of the Christian graces, to the olive 
tree and scent of Lebanon. And the revival of 
his graces, to the growth of the com and vine, 
which often wear a most unpromising appearance, 
but are revived by the genial influences of the sun 
and rain. 

May the Lord guide and instruct us in our 
meditations upon this part of Scripture ; causing 
us experimentally to Imow, and feel the gracious 
influences of the Holy Grhost in our hearts, in the 
fruits of righteousness and peace through Jesus 
Christ. 

I. The favour which the Lord will shew his 
people. 

"I wiU be as the *dew' unto Israel." How 
beautiful is this figure! Who has not beheld, 
with admiration, in the early mom, the sparkling 
drops of dew, coloured with the rainbow tints of 
heaven, Isaiah xxvi. 19 — and in silent adoration to 
Him who created it ? The metaphor of dew, as a 
symbol of the Holy Spirit's influences upon the 
heart, is exceedingly oeautiful and significant. 
Did we live in Eastern climes, where the rains are 
periodical, and the climate hot, and where the 
refreshing nature of the dews are at once acknow- 
ledged and felt to be the blessing from above ; Gen, 
xlix. 25 ; we should be better able to a]:)preciate 
the figure, and to see how lovely and beautiful it 
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is. The Scriptures speak of "the dew' 
portant temporal blessing, and the withholding of it 
as a curse. 2 Sam. i. 21. Isaac, when giving his part- 
ing blessing to his son Jacob, speaks of it as one of 
the temporal blessings, which were to descend to 
him as heir of the promises. " Isaac blessed Jacob 
and said, see, the smell of my son is as the smell 
of a field which the Lord hath blessed : Therefore 
God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fat- 
ness of the earth, and plenty of com and wine." 
Gren. xxvii. 27, 28. Moses, the man of God, when 
blessing the twelve tribes, enumerates it among 
the blessings which fell to the lot of Joseph. "And 
of Joseph he said, blessed of the Lord be his land, 
for the precious things of heaven, for the d£w, and 
for the deep that coucheth beneath, and for the 
precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the 
precious things put forth by the moon, and for the 
chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the 
precious tnings of the lasting hills, and for the 

Jrecious things of the earth and fulness thereof." 
)eut. xxxiii. 13 — 15. In the text, by an exceed- 
ingly beautiful metaphor, simple, and sublime, it 
is made a symbol of spiritual blessings, and repre- 
sents the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit 
upon the heart. The dew distils silently, and 
almost imperceptibly, on the ground. It insinu- 
ateth itself into the plants on which it falls, and 
thus maintains their vegetative powers. In the 
like manner, the Lord's visits to his people are 
secret; silently influencing their hearts. The 
Lord the Spirit comes, for the most part, not in 
the wind, the earthquake, or the fire, but in the 
jsmall still voice ; as the dew silently descends upon 
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the tender herb. 1 Kings xix. 11, 12. By the 
secret communications of his grace, He gaineth 
access to their inmost souls. He cheereth and 
reviveth their fainting spirits. He visits them 
with his presence. He fulfils to them his own most 
gracious promise, " I will dwell in them, and live 
in them, and I will be their God, and thej shall 
be my people." 2 Cor. vi. 16. This insures to 
them every blessing; for, where God vouchsafes 
his presence, they cannot want anything that is 
good, and they are safe from the fear of every 
enemy. Hence it was, Moses was so solicitous to 
obtain the presence of Jehovah. He felt satisfied, 
if only God was with him, he need not fear his 
adversaries, nor any dangers in that great and 
terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, 
and scorpions, and drought, where there was no 
water. He therefore importunately prays and 
entreats, " If thy presence go not with me, carry us 
not up hence." Exod. xxxiii. 15. And what is 
the burden of the Psalms of David, but the favour 
and presence of Jehovah? "The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want. He maketh me to lie 
down in greenpastures : He leadeth me beside the 
still waters. He restoreth my soul : He leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake ; yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the* shadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for I7wu 
art with me^ Psalm xxiii. 1 — 4. And, beloved, 
what is it that supports and comforts the Israel of 
God in every age, amidst the difficulties and sor- 
rows of life ? Is it not the presence of Jehovah 
with themP And when they draw near to the 
unseen world, whither all are hastening — when 
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death and judgment, and eternity, press in all 
their solemn reality upon the departing spirit, they 
are not afraid, heeause God is with them, and his 
presence supports them. "The eternal God is 
their refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms." Deut. xxxiiL 27. They hear the voice of 
their beloved, saying, ** Arise, my love, my fair 
one, and come away." Cant. ii. 13. Cast off thy 
garments of mortality. Be clothed in robes of 
fight. How abundant, beloved, are the favours 
God will shew his people. Psalm ex. 3. Let us 
rejoice, and magnify his mercy and his love, with 
praises and thanksgivings. Psalm ciii. 1 — 5. 

II. Its fruits and effects. 

The effects of the dew are seen by the progress of 
vegetation. The descent of the Holy Spirit upon 
the soul produoeth — 

(1.) Growth. 

He shall grow as the lily, or as the margin has 
it, "blossom as the Hly." Does it not remind you, 
beloved, when Jehovah says, "I will be as the dew 
unto Israel," of that beautiful passage in the Can- 
ticles ? "I am the Eose of Sharon and the Lily of 
the valleys." Cant. ii. 1. And what does this 
teach us, but that the Lord has in view our like- 
ness to his dear Son? Are not the gracious 
influences of the Holy Spirit intended to conform 
us to the image of the holy Jesus P Now, the lily 
has always been considered as an emblem of purity 
and spotless innocence. And when Jesus says, " I 
am the Lily of the valleys," does He not point us 
to his holy purity and spotless innocence? 
happy thought! joyful expectation ! The be- 
liever shall grow as the lily. He shall grow in 



71 

likeness to Jesus, ("1%^ Lily of the Valley 8^^^) in 
pure and spotless innocence. The lily is a very- 
lovely flower. It attracted the notice of our 
Saviour. And, no doubt, in contrasting it with 
Solomon in all his glory, He intended those who 
heard Him to remember that, " Behold a greater 
than Solomon is here." Luke xi. 31. He would 
direct their minds to his holy purity and spotless 
innocence as the Son of Grod. But the lily, lovely 
though it be, soon fades, and is easily plucked up. 
It is therefore here promised to Israel, that with 
the flower of the lily he shall have the root of the 
cedar. " He shall grow as the lily, and cast forth 
his roots as Lebanon." By which is represented 
not only the grace and loveliness of the soul, but 
also its strength and vigour. Psalm xcii. 12. The 
magnificent cedars of Lebanon strike their roots 
deep, and cannot be plucked up. Apt emblem of 
grace in the soul. God, who planted the cedars of 
Lebanon, quickens the soul with his grace, and 
implants the first motions of spiritual life and 
ffrowth. The work of the Holy Spirit upon the 
heart is at first of tender growth, as the lily; not 
likely to withstand the rude storms and tempests 
of this evil world. But, in due time, grace in- 
creases, gathers strength, and takes full possession 
of the soul ; and supported and strengthened by 
the secret and silent influences of the divine Spirit, 
defieth all the storms and tempests of the world. 
None can root it up; no, not all the powers of 
darkness; no, nor all the assaults of hell — ^the 
hand that planted it is divine; for saith the divine 
Husbandman, "I give imto them eternal life: and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck 
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them out of my hand." John x. 28. But the 
prophet adds, "His branches shall spread," and 
nis beauty shall be as the olive tree, "and his 
smell as Lebanon." Ver. 6. As the bold branches 
of the cedar spread far and wide, displaying its 
stability and growth ; so, grace in the soul, dis- 
plays itself in every good word and work, growing 
in strength, and in the knowledge and love of Grod. 
But the fruits of the Spirit are beautiful in their 
growth. It is therefore said, "His beauty shall 
be as the olive tree." The figure therefore denotes 

(2.) Beauty. 

There is a peculiar grace and beauty in the 
olive tree. Those who have seen the olive tree 
growing in Palestine, are struck with its healthful 
and vigorous appearance; and tell u£, when grow- 
ing in numbers, it adds much to the beauty of the 
scenery; and the dark green leaves, as they turn 
up "their silver lining to the light, and float 
gently before the breeze, are very beautiful." And 
since the day the lovely dove returned to the Ark 
of her rest, bearing "in her mouth an olive leaf," 
to tell "that the waters were abated firom oflp the 
earth," Gen. viii. 11, the olive tree has been re- 
garded as an emblem of peace. So is it with the 
soul beautified by the Spirit of Grod, when she 
returns to the Ark of her rest, wearied with this un- 
quiet and restless world, and longing for the peace 
and rest of heaven. Holiness is the beauty of the 
soul. This was the beauty of Adam in Paradise, 
that he was created in the image of his Maker. 
And this image is holiness, which is the beauty of 
the divine Being. Hence the prayer of Moses, 
"Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us." 
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Psalm xo. 17. It is holiness that adorns the soul 
and fits it for heaven; "and without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord." Heb. xii. 14. The be- 
liever, therefore, whether in the perfection of the 
body, or the more lovely perfection of the soul, is 
destined- to be like his Saviour. " Beloved, now 
are we the sons of Grod, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be : but we know that, when He 
(Christ) shall appear, we shall he like Him; for we 
shall see Him as He is." 1 John iii. 2. The pro- 
cess of assimilation is ^oing on in this life, and 
shall be consummated m the life to come. God, 
even now, looks upon his people as beautiful in the 
Son of his love, and "perfect through the comeli- 
ness that He has put upon them,'*^ Ezek. xvi. 14. 
And, He has determined that, as He now looks 
upon them in the Son of his love, so shall they be 
in the kingdom of heaven hereafter. " Christ, who 
hath loved the Church, and given Himself for it ; 
that He might sanctify and cleanse it with washing 
of water by the word, toill present it to Himself a 
glorious Church, not having spot, or ivrinke, or any 
such thing ; but holy, and without blemish." Eph. 
v. 26, 27. Nor shall their beauty be ever sujBFered 
to decay. It shall be as the olive tree, which is an 
evergreen, emblematical of the eternal and unfading 
holy beauty of the soul ; they shall be for ever fair 
and flourishing, as "a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season ; 
his leaf also shall not wither." Psalm i. 3. 

(3.) Fragrancy. This is tivice mentioned in the 
text, and therefore deserveth peculiar notice. "His 
S7neU shall be as Lebanon : the scent thereof shall 
be as the* wine of Lebanon." Vers. 6, 7. The 



74 

fiffures would seem to denote, the visible profession 
wnieh the Church, or the believer, makes before 
men; and the metaphor is repeated, in order to 
shew how grateful to Grod is a noly and consistent 
profession of religion. Lebanon was anciently 
famous for its odoriferous trees, and lofty cedars 
which perfumed the air with their odours. And 
should not the Christian diffuse a savour to all 
around him ? In proportion as he liveth near to 
God he will "now" (says the Apostle Paul,) 
"thanks be to God, which always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour 
of his knowledge by us in every place. For we are 
unto God a sweet savour of Christy in them that are 
saved, and in them that perish : to the one we are 
the savour of death imto death ; and to the other, 
the savour of life imto life." 2 Cor. ii. 14 — 16. 
What manner of person, then, ought the Christian 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness? 
How should he walk as a child of God, and an 
heir of heaven ! diffusing the fragrance of the 
Gospel of Christ, and making manifest the savour 
of his name in every place P How careful should 
he be to abstain from sin ! How diligent in that 
which is good ! presenting himself, soul and body, 
"an offering and a saorffice to God, for a sweet 
smelling savour." This was the praise of the first 
Christians; that they followed after whatsoever 
was lovely and of good report. They were living 
epistles, known and read of all men, shedding the 
fragrance of the Gospel wherever they went : like 
a garden of spices, and as the smell of a field, 
wmch the Lord hath blessed. Their faith was 
spoken of throughout the whole world. Such were 
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the first Christians ; and, brethren, would that we 
were such. The holy lives and conversations of hC" 
Uevers, are spiritual sacrifices well pleasing to God. 
By such fragrancy his name is honoured, and his 
tingdom advanced among men. The Lord smells 
a sweet savour from them ; which shall not only 
he their reviving comforts nowy but their surviving 
honours when they are gone. God will make their 
name to be remembered to all generations. 

(4.) Fruitfulness. " They that dwell under his 
shadow shall return ; they shall revive as the com, 
and grow as the vine." Ver. 7. 

The com and the vine are just emblems of the 
Christian's jfruitfulness. They often wear a most 
Tmpromising appearance, yet are they revived by 
the genial influences of the sun and rain. So the 
Christian may be reduced to a drooping, despond- 
ing state, but the renewed influences of the Holy 
Spirit will revive him. The Holy Spirit will make 
him fruitful in all goodnes; for, says the Psalmist, 
"He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for his name's sake." Psalm 
xxiii. 3. Now, "the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance ;" Gal. v. 22, 23 — ^these are 
the beauty, strength, and vigour of the soul. In 
these heavenly graces the Christian grows; "being 
filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by 
Jesus Christ, unto the praise and glory of God." 
Phil. i. 11. "Not as tnough he had already at- 
tained, either were already perfect;" but "forget- 
ting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth Tmto those things which are before, he presses 
towards the mark for the prize of the high calling 
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of God in Christ Jesus." Phil. iii. 12-14. And 
this he does, by the continued influences of the 
Holy Spirit, who, from time to time revives his 
work in his soul, and animates and cheers him 
onwards, strengthening his graces, and cherishing 
them that they fade not, nor die. The rain and 
the sun are not more necessary to the growth of 
the com and vine, than the Holy Spirit s influ- 
ences to the growth of the soid in fruitfulness. 
When the sun and rain are withheld, the com and 
the vine droop and fade ; so, if the Holy Spirit's 
influences be withheld, the soul droops and withers, 
falls into a dead and lifeless state; and would 
altogether decline from the way of righteousness, 
if those influences were entirely withdrawn. Hence 
the prayer of the Psalmist, "Cast me not away 
from thy presence ; and take not thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore imto me the joy of thy salvation ; 
and uphold me with ihjfree SpiritJ^ Ps. li. 11, 12. 
The Church, or believer, is therefore directed, in 
ver. 8, to the source from whence his fruitfulness 
comes. "From Jlf^," saith Jehovah, " is thy fruit 
found." From God the Spirit, then, the Christian's 
fruitfulness is found. It is his especial office to 
take of the things of Christ and reveal them unto 
the sold — to support and strengthen the soul in its 
endeavours after righteousness — to comfort and 
assist it when drooping or desponding — to cheer 
and animate it in the ways of godliness ; yea, to 
make it fruitful in all goodness, righteousness, and 
truth. But, then, as the husbandman must be 
diligent in all the necessary preparations for the 
growth of the com and vine; so must the Christian 
in the use of all appointed means for growth in 



grace. Though God pronounced the richest bless- 
ings upon Israel — though He promises to bestow 
upon them all spiritual blessings, in performance 
of the oath He had sworn unto Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob; yet. He adds, "I will yet for this be 
inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for 
them." Ezek. xxxvi. 37. * So, dear brethren, if we 
desire to grow in righteousness, if we desire the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, 'without whom we 
cannot bring forth any of the fruits of righteous- 
ness; then must we call upon God, through Christ, 
for his Holy Spirit, and diligently use all such 
means as He has appointed to convey his grace to 
our souls. The prophet, therefore, says, "They 
that dwell under his shadow shall return, they shall 
revive as the com, and grow as the vine." Ver. 7. 
To dwell imder his shadow may mean (1) that 
the Christian should dtcell near to God, by frequent 
meditation and prayer, by reading his holy word, 
by studying to know more of his infinite nature 
and perfections. But it is rather to be understood 
to mean, under the shadow of Israel, tender the 
shadow of the Church, It will then mean, that if 
we desire to grow in holiness, if we desire the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, without whom we 
cannot bring forth the fruits of righteousness; 
then must we be diligent in attendance upon the 
public ordinances of the Church, where God pro- 
mises his blessing. " In all places where I record 
my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless 
thee." Exod. xx. 24. "Where two or three are 
met together in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them to bless them." Matt, xviii. 20. We see 
the reason, therefore, why believers both under 
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the old and new testament have always so highly 
esteemed the ordinances of the Church, and counted 
it their chiefest joy, to go with the multitude to 
the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise. 
Psalm xlii. 4. Thus the Psalmist, "How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts ! My soul 
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord : my heart and my flesh crieth out for the 
living God." Again, "Blessed are they that dwell 
in thy house." Psalm Ixxxiv. 1, 2, 4. "One thing 
have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after ; 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to enquire in his temple." Psalm xxvii. 4. 
Now to those, and those only, who dwell under 
the Church's shadow, do the promises of God per- 
tain. Not to those who flee to this world's shadow 
for refreshment and delight. Not to those who are 
seeking their happiness in the vain and delusive 
enjoyments of the flesh — no, these have no part, 
nor lot, in the promises of God. My text says, 
they that dwell under his shadow shall return^ they 
shall r&cke as the corn and grow as the vine; that 
is, those who are diligent in the means of grace, 
those who love God's Sabbaths, attend his house of 
prayer, hear his holy word read and preached, 
pray to Him in secret, seek his Holy Spirit, and 
come to the holy table of the Lord, where his 
people sit down under his shadow with great de- 
light, and his fruit is sweet to their taste. Cant. ii. 3. 
Finally, brethren, how happy is the state of 
those who wait upon God ! The promises of the 
text were given in answer to prayer ; and they are 
made to all who, like Israel, plead with God 
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through Christ. If the dew be withheld from 
others, it shall descend upon you. It shall accom- 
plish the utmost wishes of your souls. Tou shall 
revive as the com, and grow as the vine: the 
scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 
" The promise is unto you and to your children.'^ 
Only, beloved, continue to wait upon God in his 
07*dmanceSy and tlie bleswig from above shall come ; 
though it tarry wait for it ; because it will surely 
come, it will not tarry. Hab. ii. 3. And you shall 
experience the fulfilment of that word, " They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall 
run and not be weary; and they shall walk and 
not faint." Isaiah xl. 31. 



SERMON VI. 



JUSTIFICATION BY GRACE, THROUGH FAITH. 



Eom. iii. 24—26. 

** BEINO JUSTIFIED FREELT BT BIS GRACE THEOTJGH THE 
EEDEMPTION THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS : 

^'WHOM GOD HATH SET FORTH TO BE A PROPITIATICHU 
THROUGH FAITH IN HIS BLOOD, TO DECLARE HIS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS THAT 
ARE PASTy THROUGH THE FORBEARANCE OF GOD ; 

•* TO DECLARE, I SAY, AT TRIS TIME HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS: 
THAT HE MIGHT BE JUST, AND THE JUSTIFIER OF 
HIM WHICH BELIEVETH IN JESUS." 

How strikingly is the lost and helpless condition 
of mankind depicted by the Apostle Paul in this 
chapter. No words, one should think, could ex- 
press more strongly, that all mankind are irre- 
trievably lost through transgression, through their 
own individual transgression, and must universally 
have perished, had not Q-od of his infinite grace 
and mercy provided a way of salvation for them. 
Thus the Apostle says, ver. 10, ''There is none 
righteous, no, not one : there is none that under- 
standeth, there is none that seeketh after Grod, 
they are all gone out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one." And as this is the very point 
we must come to, if ever we desire to be saved, the 
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Apostle in the 23rd verse again, emphatically 
«ays, " For all have sinned and come short of the 
^lory of Grod." If we do not feel ourselves per- 
mnally to be involved in this condemnation^ it is 
not likely we shall personally be anxious to escape 
from it, nor be desirous of embracing the method 
^hich Grod has proposed for our deliverance. But 
^hen this is acknowledged and felt, we are pre- 
pared to hear and embrace the method which &od 
has provided for us, by which we may be justified 
land saved. 

The words of the text will lead us to shew, 
I. In what way sinners are justified and saved. 
The manner of our justification is here plainly 
declared. We are said to be "justified freely by 
his grace.^^ In the method which God has taien for 
our salvation all is of grace. "We love Him be- 
cause ^e first loved us.]' It was love, wonderful, 
amazing love, that pitied us in our low estate. 
God might, if He had pleased, passed by the whole 
human race, as He did the hosts of fallen angels, 
and left all mankind to perish, and He would have 
been still in Himself unspeakably happy and glori- 
ous. But, blessed be his holy name, He set his 
love upon men to redeem them. His dear Son 
passed by the fallen angelic spirits, and died for 
our lost and ruined world, — a world of sinners, 
which must have universally perished but for this 
stupendous act of his goodness. Hence these won- 
derful expressions of Scripture. "God so loved 
the world that He gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world ; but that the 
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word through Hira might be saved.'* John iii. 16. 
** Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon «/«." 1 John iii. 1. The springs of 
salvation flow not from any source but God's own 
boundless grace ; from that infinite love which is 
unsearchable, whose breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height passeth knowledge. The first step to 
salvation is to acknowledge our lost and miserable 
condition by the fall, to confess our own individual 
sinfulness, and to come as poor, helpless, self-con- 
demned sinners, to God for justification and salva- 
tion. This is the Spirit's first work, " to convince 
of sin," to strip us of every plea, to take away from 
us all our fancied righteousness, to make us see 
that there is no merit in anything we ever have 
done, or in anything we ever can do, as the pro- 
curing cause of our salvation. Our justification as 
sinners, is as independent of any merit in us, as 
was the gift of that merciful and gracious Saviour, 
through whom we are justified. Our simple plea 
must be our danger and our misery. "Lord, save 
or I perish." This is, indeed, very humbling. It 
is hard to flesh and blood to be saved as condemned 
dinners, of free grace and mercy; but flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven. We 
are justified '\freely hy his grace,'*^ Stretch out thy 
hand, O perishing sinner, receive this full and free 
salvation, "without money and without price." 
Now, though salvation is so entirely gratuitous as 
regards the sinner, yet it is in a way perfectly 
consistent with the justice of God. It will be pro- 
per, therefore, to consider next the means by which 
we are justified. It is founded on the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, i.e., of which He is the 
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author. There was a necessity on the part of God, 
as the moral governor of the world, that his justice 
should he satisfied. This is done by the atoning 
blood of Jesus; on which account, we are said to 
be ^^ justified by his blood," and to be "redeemed to 
God by his blood." The Father's grace is the 
source from whence our justification flows; and 
the redemption which is by Christ Jesus, is the 
means, by which God is enabled to bestow it con- 
sistently with his own honour and glory. In this 
view the text says, "whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in his blood." Yer. 
25. Some have thought the expression, "whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation, or mercy- 
seat, (which is the sense of the word in Heb. ix. 5,) 
to have reference to the mercy-seat or *l\afnrip\oy 
set above upon the ark in the tabernacle of Moses. 
The 'WaaTTipiov was the cover or lid of the ark, and 
so called because by the sprinkling of the blood 
upon it, the atonement was eflfected on the day of 
expiation. Over this the divine glory, or super- 
natural brightness was seen ; and hence God was 
supposed to be seated on it, as his throne, and from 
it to dispense his mercy, when atonement wae 
made for the sins of the people by sprinkling it 
with blood. Exod. xxx. 1 — 10 ; and Exod. xxv. 
21, 22. But as that typical mercy-seat is no 
more, Chiist is now the true mercy-seat, in whom 
God resides, and from whom He dispenses all his 
favours of grace and peace. Now, though this 
meaning of the word may be admitted, and convey 
a very good explanation of the words of the text, 
yet it is not generally adopted. This meaning of 
the word is by some thought unsuitable, because 
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Christ 18 nowhere else called the mercy-seat, and 
because it violates the propriety of the Apostle's 
language ; inasmuch as, he immediately speaks of 
the blood of this hilasterion. The most general 
and approved interpretation is, that the word here 
signifies " a propitiatory sacrifice," or "propitiation.'* 
It will then be properly an adjective, from 'IXaw 
propitius sum, with an ellipsis of flrz/Lia or hpeloy and 
may be applied to anything designed to render 
God propitious. That Christ is a 'propitiatory 
sacrifice, or propitiation, is evident from holy 
Scripture, and from the manner of his death and 
sufierings recorded in the New Testament. Either 
interpretation is very good, and both taken to- 
gether give, perhaps, the precise meaning of the 
word. " Being justified /r^^/y bi/ his grace through 
the redemption ihat is in Christ Jesus, whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood." But we are more particularly called 
upon to shew, 

II. How this way of justifying sinners consists 
with, and displays, the Justice of God : " To declare 
his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 
passed, through the forbearance of God. To de- 
clare, I say, at this time his righteousness : that 
He might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus." God hath exercised "for- 
bearance " and forgiveness towards sinners for the 
space of four thousand years ; and was now, in the 
Apostle's days, dispensing pardon to thousands 
and ten of thousands. That in so doing God 
acted consistently with his justice, the Apostle here 
labours to establish — he repeats it no less than 
thrice in the short space of our text. We will 
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therefore endeavour to shew distinctly, how the 
justice of God is displayed, 

(1.) In the appointment of Christ to be our 
prOTitiation. 

If God had forgiven sins without any atone- 
ment, his justice, to say the least, would have been 
concealed; perhaps we may say, greatly disho- 
noured. But when, in order to satisfy the demands 
of justice, God sends his only and dear and well 
beloved Son, and lays upon Him the iniquities of 
us all, and exacts of Him the utmost farthing of 
our debt, then indeed the justice of God is de- 
clared ; yea, is exhibited in the most awfid colours. 
The condemnation of the fallen angels was a ter- 
rible display of God's anger against sin, and his 
determination to visit it with the severest punish- 
ment ; yet it was nothing in comparison of that 
more conspicuous demonstration which was given 
of it in the death of God's coequal, coetemal Son. 
We entertain a great idea of the majesty of the 
law, and the strict impartiality of the judge, whom 
we read of in English history, who hesitated not 
to commit to prison the son of his own sovereign, 
•a great and powerful king, when that son trans- 
gressed the law. How much more reverend should 
the law of God be in our sight, and his strict 
justice, when He spared not his only and dear Son, 
but committed Him to prison and to judgment for 
our sakes, and in our stead. Yea, He was taken 
from yjrison, and from judgment, and was cut off 
out of the land of the living — for our transgressions 
was He stricken imto death. He died the accursed 
and ignominious death of the cross that we might 
not die eternally. 
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(2. ) In pardoning sinners out of respect to this 
propitiation. 

In opening the Gospel commission it was said, 
" Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature. He that helieveth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned." Mark xv. 16. In this commis- 
sion the proclamation is as extensive as the world, 
and the reason of this extension is, the need of all ; 
" for all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God." Were not this the case, the reasoning of 
the Apostle would be inconclusive ; for, says he, 
"the righteousness of God is by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe : for 
there is no difference. All alike have sinned. 
We have before proved, says St. Paul — (both 
Jews and Gentiles), that they are all under sin, 
all by nature children of wrath, under the curse of 
the violated law of God. It is remarkable the 
pains the Apostle takes to shew the universality of 
the disease, that he may point out the universality 
of the remedy, and thereby shew the justice of 
God in his dealings with mankind. None are 
rejected, none are forbidden this remedy, but those 
who reject it themselves, and refuse so gracious a 
boon from the hands of their offended, and now 
(if they refuse not) reconciled Father in Jesus 
Christ. This is most evident from the construction 
of the passage. In the 23rd verse he says, " For 
all have sinned;" and then in our text imme- 
diately adds, "being justified," i.e. all being 
justified agreeably to the 22nd verse, "by faith in 
Jesus Christ," i.e. all who believe are justified. 
Acts xiii. 39. God wills that every one should 
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come to "Christ," "as a propitiation through faith 
in his blood;" or, in other words, express his de- 
pendanee upon that blood, which satisiBed divine 
justice. This view of our text is confirmed by 
numerous passages" of holy Scripture. Thus the 
commission given to the Apostles by our Lord, 
"Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature. lie that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved; but ho that believeth not 
shall be damned." Mark xvi. 15, 16. So far as 
the proclamation of the Gospel is concerned, the 
message is to all — all are invited to come, the 
overtures are to all. Thus the Apostle John, in 
his Gospel, " WJiosoever believeth in Him shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life." John iii. 16. 
The proclamation of mercy under the Old Testa- 
ment, was not less extensive ; though, until Christ 
came, it 'was not fully understood or received, 
"that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of 
the same body, and partakers of his promise in 
Christ by the Gospel." Eph. iii. 6. Thus the 
Prophet Isaiah, Iv. 1, "Ho, every om that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; 
come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price." Com- 
pare this with St. John, in Rev. xxii. 17, "And 
the Spirit and the bride say, come. And let him 
that heareth say, come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And ichosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely." Or, in the words of the text, 
let him come to God, "to be justified freely by his 

frace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
esus : whom God hath set forth to be a propitia- 
tion through faith in his blood." This will noT7 
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prepare us to understand the latter clauses of our 
text ; " to declare his righteousness for the remis- 
sion of sins that are pasty through the forbearance 
of Grod ; to declare, I say, at this time^ his righte- 
ousness : that He might be just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus." The salvation of 
God is one and the same through all the dispensa- 
tions of both the Old and New Testament. Wa 
are in no doubt upon this point, since the Apostle 
to the Hebrews says, For unto us was the Gospel 
preached as well as laito them; giving the priority 
of its preaching, in types and figures, to the elder 
dispensation. The expression, "s/w5 that are pasty * 
seem distinctly to refer to the times before the 
Advent of Christ. This is plain from their oppo- 
sition to the expression ^^at this timey^ in the next 
verse, which shews the time of the Gospel dispen- 
sation. This interpretation is borne out by a com- 
parison with the parallel passage in Heb. ix. 15, 
"He is the Mediator for the redemption of sins 
that were under the first Testament." This uni- 
versality of the redemption which is by Christ 
Jesus, declares or shows the righteousness of God 
in the forgiveness of sin, out of respect to the pro- 
pitiation of Christ. It shews how God was able, 
consistently with his righteousness and justice, to 
forgive sins under the Old Testament ; since the 
Apostle to the Hebrews declares, that it was not 
possible for the blood of bulls and of goats to take 
away sins, simply considered in themselves, with- 
out any reference to this propitiation. It also 
declares and shows how God could be just and 
righteous when He extended that salvation to the 
Gentiles also, in the clearer manifestation of the. 



89 

Gospel under the Son of God HimseK. Thus 
the Apostle to the Hebrews, i. 1, 2, says, "God, 
who at sundry times and in divers manners spake 
'm time 2^ctst' unto the fatfiers, by the Prophets, 
hath in these last days," or "a^ this time,'' i.e. 
imder the dispensation of the Gospel, "spoken 
unto us by His Son." And the reason, our text 
assigns, is "that He might be just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus." As if the 
Apostle should say, Christ was set forth as a pro- 
pitiation, or sacrifice, for the manifestation of the 
righteousness of God, that He might be just, 
though the justifier of the ungodly. As a righte- 
ous Judge, He required that sin should be treated 
according to its true nature, and that the demands 
of law and justice should not be disregarded. Now 
this is seen and acknowledged when it is known, 
that the sinner is not justified either on account of 
his own acts or goodness, nor by a mere sovereign 
act dispensing with the demands of law and justice; 
but on the ground of a complete satisfaction ren- 
dered by his substitute, i. e. on the ground of the 
obedience and death of Christ. The gratuitous 
nature of this justification is not at all affected by 
its proceeding on the ground of this perfect satis- 
faction. It is to the sinner, still the most unde- 
served of all favours, to which he not only has not 
the shadow of a personal claim, but the very re- 
verse of which he has most richly merited. It is 
thus that justice and mercy are harmoniously 
imited in the sinner's justification. Justice is no 
less justice, although mercy has her perfect work ; 
and mercy is no less mercy, although justice ia 
completely satigfied. 
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In conclusion. Beloved, how certain is the sal- 
vation of believers. 

That which principally alarms those who stand 
before a human tribunal, is an apprehension that 
justice may declare against them. But there is no 
such cause of alarm on the part of those who believe 
in Christ, for justice is no less on their side than 
mercy. Grod is both a just God and a Saviour, 
and with Him is plenteous redemption — a full and 
free pardon for every offence. And hence does the 
Psalmist say, " Blessed is he whose transgression 
is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the 
man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile." Psalm xxxii. 
1, 2. If salvation depended upon ourselves, if 
works could purchase heaven, or deeds of charity 
entitle us to eternal life, we might indeed be afraid 
lest our works, or alms deeds, after all, should fall 
short of the demands of the law and Gospel, and 
prove insufficient for our justification before God ; 
and that they are all insufficient, the Apostle most 
distinctly states in this chapter. "Therefore, by 
the deeds of the latv shall no flesh be Justified in his 
sight." And on another occasion he says, " Who 
hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed 
unto him again ?" And that all self-confidence should 
be taken away, the Apostle asks this important ques- 
tion : " "Who maketh thee to differ from another ? 
and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
Now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory- 
as if thou hadst not received it?" 1 Cor. iv. 7. We 
see then, dear brethren, that even spiritual gifts 
cannot be the ground of our justification before 
God; that even with respect to these, we are 
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entirely indebted to the grace or favour of God ; 
indeed, they are the fruits of our justification, and 
not the grounds of it. There is, therefore, no other 
meritorious ground of justification, but that which 
is freely by grace, "through the redemption which 
is in or by Christ Jesus, whom God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood." 
The law of icorks, in whatever way, or in whatever 
"degree admitted, as a meritorious cause of justifica- 
tion, makes void "the redemption which is by 
Christ Jesus," and leaves the sinner exposed to the 
penalties of the broken law; because no works of 
any are perfect, and if not perfect, fall short of the 
demands of the law, and are insufficient for justifi- 
cation and salvation. The believer in Christ, 
therefore, turns to the law of faith, and there he 
finds both hope and comfort, for 6y faith he looks 
for salvation frofn another, from one mighty to 
save, even from Jesus Christ, who fulfilled the 
strict demands of the law, and brought in an ever- 
lasting righteousness, which is "unto all and upon 
all them that believe." Nor is it possible that 
^*the redemption that is by Christ Jesus" should 
fail ; since He has done all that justice requu^ed, 
and purchased hy his death a full and free pardon 
for all icho believe in Him, "Who then," the Apostle 
asks, "shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect ? It is God that justifieth. "Who is he that 
condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
tliat is risen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, who also maketh intercession for us." 
Rom. viii. 33, 34. Now, what greater security 
could God give for the salvation of him who 
believes Christ? or what has a true believer in 
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Christ to fear? Let me suppose Satan, the ac- 
cuser of the brethren, to say to him, "thou hast 
sinnedy and art undone^ there is no salvation for 
thee !" " It is true/' replies the believer, " I have 
sinned, and in mt/self undone; but blessed, for ever 
blessed be the love and goodness of my God, He 
has provided a Saviour for mCj and his precious 
blood cleanseth from all sin/' "But," replies 
Satan, "thou hast broken the law, and * cursed is 
every one who continueth not in eil things written 
in the book of the law to do them/ " "True," 
replies the believer, " I have, and in sorrow and 
humiliation I confess it, but Christ my Saviour 
hath fulfilled the law, and made it honourable; 
and *He has continued in all things written in the 
book of the law to do them / on his obedience I 
rest, to Him I look for justification and salvation/' 
There is, beloved, no possible charge that law or 
justice has against the true believer that is not 
answered and provided for, "by the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood/' 
Only let us truly and really love God, only let us 
come by a true and limng and obedient faith to 
Jesus for salvation, and we shall find "that God is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness/' Tea, that 
He is just, in justifying all that believe, be their 
sins, and their iniquities, and their transgressions 
what they may. But, if any refuse and rebel, they 
shall eat of the fruit of their doings. Now mercy 
calls, while justice stays her hand, saying, "Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let him return unto the 
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Xiord, and He will have 'mercy upon him, and to 
our God, for He will abundantly pardon.'' But 
the day of grace will at last close, and the unbe- 
liever will then find, that justice will demand his 
-destruction, and mercy will not lift her. hand to 
stay the execution of the sentence. Oh, then, ere- 
jnercy ceases to plead, and justice to demand thy 
punishment, flee, O sinner, to Jesus without delay. 
" Behold,- no?r is the accepted time, now is the day 
of salvation." To-morrow it may be too late, and 
the door of mercy closed for ever. To-day, this 
present moment is yoursy to-morrow is God's. 



SERMON VII. 



PASTURES IN THE WILDERNESS. 



Psalm xxiii. 

*'the lord is my shepherd; i shau* not want, 
"he maketh me to lib down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
*'he restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in thb 

paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

** yea, though I WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE 
SHADOW OF DEATH, I WILL FEAR NO EVIL: FOR 
THOU ART WITH ME; THY ROD AND THY STAFF 
THEY COMFORT ME. 

*'TnOU PREPAREST A TABLE BEFORE ME IN THE PRE- 
SENCE OF MINE ENEMIES : THOU ANOINTEST MY 
HEAD WITH oil; MY CUP RUNNETH OVER. 

** SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY SHALL FOLLOW ME 
ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE : AND I WILL DWELL 



It is probable David penned this Psalm in the 
days of his youth, when he fed his flock beside the 
still waters, and verdant meadows; and in the 
time of his first love, when his afifections were 
ardent, and his faith strong, and his hope bright 
with the prospects before him. But if it should be 
thought, from verses 5, 6, that he penned it after 
he came to the throne of Israel ; then, undoubtedly, 
it is retrospective, and looks back to the days of his 
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youth, when a humble shepherd — feeding his flock 
in green pastures, and leading them beside still 
waters — he held sweet communion with Jehovah, 
who was preparing him by his Spirit, and visits of 
his grace, for the great, and important, and won- 
derful events of his life; and for the high and 
exalted station he was to fill. 

This is a very beautiful Psalm, whether we 
consider its Pastoral imagery; or the pure, and 
peaceful, and heavenly spirit it breathes. We 
consider it shadows forth the spiiitual progress of 
the soul heavenwards, from faith to faith; and 
through death,, where faith ends, and hope is 
realised, and love abides for ever. It describes 
too, in figurative language, the experience of the 
Christian, who when he first knew the Lord, and 
was brought by divine grace to close with the 
overtures of salvation, and to take the Lord for his 
covenant God and Father — was enabled, in full 
confidence, and in the full assurance of hope, to 
say, "The Lord is my shepherd ; I shall not want.'' 
But it also marks that which we believe is in the 
experience of every true Christian, namely, a time 
of declension, when the soul wandered from the 
paths of righteousness, either by open sin, or 
secretly in heart and spirit ; and, forsaking its first 
love, turned to creatiu-e enjoyments, comforts, and 
pleasures, for satisfaction and delight. Hence the 
Psalmist's experience: "He restoreth my soul: 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
liis name's sake." Ver. 3. 

We intend to consider the Psalm in this light, 
as describing the Christian's course through this 
world to the Canaan above, 2 Cor. v. 7; and to 



96 

take, in order, the verses as the Psabnist penned 
them. 

" The Lord is my shepherd ; I shall not want. 

** He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : 
He leadeth me beside still waters." Vers. 1, 2. 

We notice, first, the knowledge the Psalmist had 
of his interest in the covenant of grace. " The 
Lord is my shepherd." These words lead ns to 
a great and fundamental article of our Christian 
faith — a plurality of persons in the Godhead — 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The title of shep- 
herd being applied by the Son of God to Himself, 
as the second person in the ever blessed Trinit3\ 
John X. 11. As also by the Father to the Son, 
"Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and 
against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord 
of hosts : smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall 
be scattered." Zech. xiii. 7. Whether the Psalmist 
had a clear apprehension of this great doctrine, we 
know not; certainly, not as we have, since he 
delivered many things in prophecy, which it were 
not possible for him to understand, in that infant 
state of the Church.' Yet, in Psalm ex. 1, he 
reveals, by the Spirit, the doctrine of the equality 
of the Father and the Son. " The Lord said unto 
my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool." Now, you will ob- 
serve, the Psalmist says, the Lord, or Jehovah, is 
my shepherd. He was, by faith, fully assured of 
his salvation ; that God was his God, and heaven 
liis Iwme and dwelling place for ever. Ver. 6. If 
we desire this full assurance of knowledge, then, 
brethren, we must pray for it, nor cease praying 
iill we obtain it. It is given in answer to prayer 
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— to faithful, persevering prayer. Matt. vli. 7 ; 
Jolm xiv. 13, 14. And, beloved, let us be earnest 
in asking. Is there anything so desirable next to 
the forgiveness of our sins, and our justification 
through the blood and righteousness of Jesus by 
faith, as this of the full assurance of the knowledge 
of our salvation ? How is it, brethren, that our 
desires are so estranged from God, and our love so 
fickle and inconstant ? or else we had attained this 
blessed assurance ere now. Let us stir up our 
minds to a more earnest calling upon God through 
Christ, for his heavenly grace; and keep to a closer 
walk with God in holy obedience and love; then, 
I am sure, with heartfelt joy we shall say with the 
Psalmist, " Jehovah is my shepherd, I shall not 
want. He maketh me to lie down in green pas- 
tures : He leadeth me beside still waters." Verses 
1, 2. But what are these green pastures, and still 
waters P Doubtless the figure points to the ordi- 
nances of God, and to the Holy Spirit's influences, 
which are gentle, refreshing, and delightful, as the 
still flowing waters. 0, beloved, what a barren 
wilderness is this world to the child of God, who 
has fixed his heart and affections upon heaven^s 
happiness and glory! Verily, it is a "dry and 
thirsty land, where no water is." Psalm Ixiii. 1. 
O then, how refreshing are the ordinances of God! 
how blessed the sweet and quiet infiuences of the 
Holy Spirit of God ! Truly they are green pas- 
tures, and still waters, and quiet resting places in 
our journey through the wilderness. Without the 
blessed influences of the Holy Spirit what even are 
the ordinances of God ? It is the blessed Spirit 
that makes them green pastures to the soul. 
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But what means the verse following, when such 
blessedness is experienced by the Church and 

})eople of God? "He restoreth my soul: He 
eadeth me in the paths of righteousness for .his 
name's sake." Ver. 3. Ah ! beloved, this is but 
an imperfect state; "For tee know in part. But 
when that which is perfect is come, then that which 
is in part shall be done awaf/.^* 1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10. 
We are reminded, then, brethren, of the imperfec- 
tion of our present state at the best The holiest of 
God's children, even the most beloved of God, are 
subject to spiritual declensions and decays. Spiri- 
tually, as well as temporally, the believer continu- 
eth not in one stay — that is reserved for heaven, 
where no change takes place ; but where there is 
uninterrupted pleasure and delight. Shadows cross 
our path here. Gloominess and darkness some- 
times overtake our steps. Dark, and threatening, 
tod lowering clouds forbode coming storms. So, 
brethren, afflictions and troubles spring up apace. 
We wander into by paths, appearing pleasant; 
but by and by, ending in disappointment and 
vexation of spirit. But the eye of our gracious 
God is on his children. He sees their wanderings. 
He pities their infirmities. He forgiveth their 
sins. He restoreth their souls. "He leadeth 
them into the paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake." Yes, for Jesus' sake — a name dear to the 
Father — "He restoreth their souls," which are 
precious in his sight ; because redeemed and saved 
by the blood of his dear Son. But, blessed be 
God, this imperfection has an end; though that 
end be through the valley of the shadow of death. 
Yes, the things concerning the believer have an 
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^nd. As the blessed Saviour said of his sufferings, 
that they had an end ; so of the believer's, death 
puts an end to them all. Hence the Psalmist, — 
for he well knew, as we all well know, that we 
must die — ^replies, " Tea, though I wfljk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil : for Thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.'' Ver. 4. Death to the people of 
God is the way to life ; leading, indeed, through a 
dark valley, but to regions of eternal light and 
day. And though the valley be dark, even as the 
shadow of death ; yet, says the Psalmist, " I will 
fear no evil." Now observe, brethren, with what 
holy serenity and calmness a child of God thinks 
of death. The Psalmist does not push it out of 
his thoughts as an intruder, and an unwelcome 
messenger; but entertains the thoughts of death 
with a divine complacency and holy faith. Yea, as 
if he should say, I must, I know I must go through 
the dark valley, but what then? "J will fear no 
eviV^ We hear of the many evils of death. The 
worldly and the wicked have surrounded it with 
evils, and style death the king of terrors ! Well, 
be it so ; yet, says the Psalmist, I will fear none of 
them; "for I'hou art with me; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me." Comfort me noic^ while 
thinking of death; and will comfort me when I 
come to die. But what, brethren, is meant by 
the rod and staff of Jehovah ? Without stating 
the various interpretations of commentatora, wo 
think they mean, the word and promise of Jehovah, 
They — ^tliey are the stay and comfort of the soul 
in a dying hour. They bear up the spirit, and 
carry it fearlessly through the dark valley, and 
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bring it safely to the regions of light and gloiy, 
Jehovah does not forsake his people in this their 
greatest need ; but stands by to comfort and sup- 
port thera. " The eternal God is thy refuge, and 
underneath are the everlasting arms.'* Deut. xxxiii. 
27. ** I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.'* 
Heb. xiii. 5. If not in life, certainly not in death, 
when the believer most needs the fulfilment of the 

Eromise. So, saith their divine and tender shep* 
erd, "I am with j^ou alway^ even unto the end 
of the world," Matt, xxviii. 20 ; and with them in 
and beyond the dark valley, till they reach hea- 
ven's mansions of light; for, says the good shep- 
herd, " I give unto my sheep eternal life, and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of 
my handP John x. 28. Ought then the child of Qt)d 
to fear to pass "through the valley of the shadow 
of death? when the Saviour declares, "heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away." Matt. xxiv. 35. Let the believer be 
assured his divine Lord has dying grace and sup- 
port for a dying hour. He will not forsake him 
when that hour comes ; but stand by and support, 
and comfort him. The Psalmist now recalls his 
thoughts, and brings them back to his present 
state and condition. He had yet, if he penned the 
Psalm in his early days of dedication to God, niway 
years, humanly speaking, to look forward to. HjB 
the;efore adds : "Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies : Thou anointest 
my head with oil; my cup runneth over;" ver. 5; 
which will then refer to the entertainments of in- 
timate friends or guests at feasts, whose heads they 
anointed with oil ; Luke vii. 46 ; and to the abundant 
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favours with whloli God had blessed him. But if 
written after his advanoement to the throne of 
Israel, the words would point to the abundant 
goodness of God in the rich provisions of his royal 
table, spread in the midst of all his surrounding 
enemies, whom he had subdued ; and to the anoint- 
ing oil of Samuel, who anointed him to the throne 
and kingdom of Israel ; as also to the abundance, 
wealth, power, and prosperity of his kingdom. 
And he piously, and in faith of God's promise to 
him, concludes; "Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life ; and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord for ever.^' Ver. 6. The 
Psalmist evidently looked beyond his present hap- 
piness and kingly glory — to something abiding. 
All this goodness and mercy that he experienced, 
(and oh how checkered it was!) extended only 
through life. But there was a life to come, there 
was "a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." There was a temple above, from which 
the worshippers go no more out, in which the 
Psalmist earnestly desired to dwell ; and he had 
such strong faith in the word and promise of 
Jehovah; that he, without doubt, concludes he 
should, at the expiration of his life, dwell there for 
ever ; " and I will dwell in the house," or temple, 
" of the Lord for ever." Ver. 6. The Psalmist, 
therefore, had the eye of his faith fixed on a glori- 
ous resurrection ; or else, otherwise, how could he 
say, " I will dwell in the house of the Lord for 
ever .^" Fix then, dear brethren, the eye of your 
faith on your risen Saviour. Look not so much at 
death, when you meditate thereon, as beyond deaths 
to your risen Ix)rd, who for you passed through 



102 

that dark valley, and for you hath illumined it 
with the light of heaven ; yea, hath, as it were,, 
sanctified the grave by his presence, and turned its 
loathsomeness into a sacred depository of the body 
till the resurrection morn; for ^^ precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints." Psalm 
cxvi. ] 5. Fear not to follow Jesus your conquer- 
ing Lord and Saviour. He hath overcome, and 
disarmed death of his envenomed dart. The ej0ful- 
gence of his glory has driven away the hosts of 
evils that beset the pilgrim on his way through 
the dark valley to heaven's glories. He "hath 
brought life and immortality to light." 2 Tim. i. 
10, Jesus hath gone before and perfumed the 
grave with his holy body, and turned it into a 
place of calm, and quiet repose. The believer 
gently sleeps, and is at rest. Eev. xiv. 13. Cast 
your eyes on the sepulchre, of your Lord — He 
gently rests; rather, I should say, beyond the 
sepulchre, to the resurrection mom ; and hear Him 
saying, "Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and 
my sleep was sweet unto me." Jer. xxxi. 26. 
Carry your thoughts forward, beloved, to the 
redeemed in heaven, who "have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and 
serve Him day and night in his temple : and He 
that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
fountains of water : and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes." Esv. vii. 14 — 17. 



SERMON VIII. 



THE WAY TO HEAVEN. 



John xiv. 6. 

** JESUS SAITH UNTO Hm, I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH,. 
AND THE LIFE I NO MAN COMETH UNTO THE FATHEB, 
BUT BY ME." 

HAPPY thought ! There Is then a way to 
heaven. But how often are we like the disciples, 
earthly in our conceptions of it. If the disciplea 
of our Lord conceived Him to be speaking of soma 
great palace where He was about to erect hia 
throne, they had some grounds for it in the pro- 
phecies of the Old Testament, and in the prevailing 
opinions of the Jewish people, that their Messiah 
was to be a great king ruling over the world. But 
we live under a more spiritual dispensation, and 
are taught better things ; that Christ is Mediator 
of a better Covenant, established upon better pro- 
mises. Ueb. viii. 6. That this spiritual view of 
the subject is the right one, appears plain from the 
turn our Lord gave to the discourse and inquiries 
of his disciples. "In my Father's house are many 
mansions : if it were not so, I would have told you* 

1 go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and 
prepare a place lor you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, 
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and the way ye know." Ver. 2 — 4. "Thomas 
saith unto Him, Lord, we know not whither Thou 

goest ; and how can we know the way?" Ver. 5. 
>ur Lord's reply to Thomas shewed that these 
mansions were not earthly, but figures of the hea- 
venly, and the way to them heavenly. " I am the 
way," saith Jesus; that is, by faith in Me you oome 
to those heavenly mansions. And as He proceeds 
unfolds some of the mysteries of his kingdom, by 
declaring his union with the Father. " If ye had 
known Me, ye should have known my Father 
also: and from henceforth" (anticipating their fur- 
ther knowledge of Him as the Son of God says,) 
"ye know Him, and have seen Him." Ver. 7. 
But Philip, (as the other disciples,) had much that 
was earthly in his conceptions of Christ, and of the 
mysteries of the Gospel, and says, " Lord, shew us 
the Father, and it suflSceth us." Ver. 8. There is 
something of regret and surprise in our Lord's 
reply. "Jesus saith unto him. Have I been so 
long time with you, and yet hast thou not known 
Me, Philip ? he that hath seen Me hath seen the 
Father ; and how sayest thou then, shew us the 
Father? Believest thou not that I am in the 
Father, and the Father in Me ? The words that 
I speak unto you I sj^eak not of Myself : but the 
Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works. 
Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father 
in Me : or else believe Me /or the very works'* sake/* 
Vers. 9 — 11. The way to heaven then is one of 
faith, and not of sense. Notice, 

I. Our Lord's description of Himself as 

(I.) The way to heaven. 

The first way to heaven was through the obedi- 
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«nce of our first father, Adam. We say io heaven^ 
because, we conceive the command given to Adam, 
" of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat : But of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it : for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die;" Gen. ii. 
16, 17 ; contained a promise of life upon his obe- 
dience, and a pledge or earnest of a higher state of 
happiness and glory ; of which all his posterity 
would partake, as naturally springing from him their 
covenant head and representative. Adam is said, 
by the Apostle, to be, " the figure of Him that was 
to come." Kom. v. 14. But alas ! he transgressed, 
and heaven was lost, (but blessed be God not for 
ever,) and the way to it closed, by '*a flaming 
sword which turned every way, to keep the way of 
the tree of life." Gen. iii. 24. The way to heaven 
being thus closed, the mercy of God opened another 
way, called " a new and living way." Heb. x. 20. 
There were two obstacles to the readmission of oup 
first parents to the divine favour — guilt and cor- 
ruption. Now (1) guilt was removed by the death 
of Christ, who made atonement for sin ; and who, 
by his righteous obedience imto death, brought in 
"an everlasting righteousness," which is '*unto all 
and upon all them that believe." Rom. iii. 22. 
For, " now once in the end of the world hath He 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Him- 
self." Heb. ix. 26. And (2) corruption is purged 
away from the conscience, by the blood of Christ, 
shed upon the cross for our redemption and sancti- 
fication. " For if the blood of bulls and of goats, 
and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh : How 
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much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the etemcl Spirit offered Himself without spot to 
God, pui'ge your conscience from dead works to- 
serve the living God?" Heb. ix. 13, 14. We 
have then by the death of Jesus these two obstacles 
removed, and sinful man reinstated in the divine 
favour, and restored to his primitive purity and 
holiness, "For by one offering Jesus hath perfected 
for ever them that are Banctifiedr Heb. x. 14. 

(2.) The truth. 

(1) Truth is something fixed, unchangeable, and 
eternal. Truth is a distinguished attribute of 
God. " He is the Rock, his work is perfect, for 
all his ways are judgment : a God of truth without 
iniquity, just and right is He." Deut. xxxii. 4. 
Truth therefore doth not fluctuate with the varying 
opinions of men. Heaven and earth may change 
and pass away, but truth ever remains the same ; 
because, Jesus, who is, "the truth," its original 
and brightest manifestation, is " the same yester- 
day, and to-day, and for ever." Heb. xiii. 8. But 
(2) Christ is the truth in contradistinction to the 
legal sacrifices and types of the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion, which were figures of the true. They were 
shadows, but Christ was the substance. Christ 
was the scope and end of all the types, and figures, 
and ceremonial observances of the Mosaic dispen- 
sation ; in Him they all met as so many lines in 
their centre ; from Him they derived all their 
efl&cacy ; and in Him they were either fulfilled, or 
by Him were annulled. " In Christ were fulfilled 
all things which were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms." Luke 
xxiv. 44. Every action of his life, every word He 
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uttered, and all He suffered, proclaimed Him to 
be the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. " For the law was given by Moses, but 

£ace and truth came by Jesus Christ." John i. 17. 
ad everyone that is of the truth heareth his 
words. John xviii. 37. But, 

(3.) The life. ^ ^ 

And first, in its highest sense. Life being in 
Christ as its origin and fountain ; and flowing 
from Him to all living. In Him as God, 
" we live, and move, and have our being." Life 
is the continuance of active existence ; and the 
duration of it depends upon the will of the supreme 
Being ; who, by his constant agency, in every 
successive moment of time, maintains and preserves 
it. Hence, St. John the Evangelist, when setting 
forth the divinity of Christ, affirms, " In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God." "In Him was 
Kfe ; and the life was the light of men." John i. 
1 and 4. 

But, (2) and particularly, Christ is *Hhe life" of 
his people, in that, they are not only endowed with 
natural life, as all other living beings in their 
order ; but specially, aiid particularly, endowed 
with a life from Christ Himself, which life is 
eternaly and flowing from their union to Him as 
their covenant head and representative, who is the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven ; just as 
natural life, flowed from the first Adam, who was 
the head and representative of the whole human 
family, from whom they sprung as their common 
father. Hence, the Apostle Paul to the Colossians, 
" When Christ who is our life shall appear, then 
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shall ye also appear with Him in glorj." Col. iii.4. 
And again, " 1 live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
iw^." Gal. ii. 20. Now, Christ by his constant 
agency, and divine power, maintains life eternal in 
the souls of his people ; or rather, indeed, is Him- 
self the eternal fountain of life, that every instant 
of time, flows into their souls. Hence the words 
of Jesus, "I give unto my sheep eternal life, and 
they shall never perish." As the living Father 
hath sent Me, and I live by the Father; so he 
that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me." John 
vi. 57. Christ therefore is the " eternal " life of 
his people, from whom it flows, as their living head, 
"from which all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit together, 
increaseth with the increase of God." Col. ii. 19. 
But this eternal life as developed in time, consists 
of these three several particulars, namely, the life 
" of justification " — the life " of sanctification " — 
and the life "of glory." These are usually and 
comprehensively termed " the life of grace," since 
imder these three heads are comprehended all the 
believer wants for time and eternity ; comprehend- 
ing all the favours God bestows upon his people, 
and their experience and* enjoyment of them : all 
of which are maintained and preserved in the soul 
by the active and unceasing energy of the divine 
Being. Like as in the case of natural life, which 
is continually sustained and preserved by the 
ceaseless energy and continued power of God. 

First, then, to be brief, 

(1.) The life " of justification," which compre- 
hends a life of faith ; for we are justified by faith ; 
and it is written, "the just shall live by his faith.'* 
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Hab. ii. 4. Through faith we receive the forgive- 
ness of our sins, and are "accepted in the beloved." 
By faith we receive the righteousness of Christ, 
and are clothed with it as with a robe of wrought 
gold ; Ps. xlv. 13 ; or in the beautiful figures of 
the Prophet ; " He hath clothed me with the gar-» 
ments of salvation, He hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness." Is. Ixi. 10. In these the 
believer stands complete. And triumphantly asks, 
Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect ? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that 
condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, who also makelh intercession for us." 
Rom. viii. 33, 34. 

(2.) The life " of sanctification." 

This comprehends the life of " holiness." The 
great design of God in our redemption is to con- 
form us to the image of Christ, which image is in 
holiness. Now, the Apostle says, " For this is the 
will of God, even your sandificationJ^ 1 Thess. 
iv. 3. Again, " By the which will we are sancti- 
fied through the ofiering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for aU.?' Heb. x. 10. And the wiU of 
God is manifested in creating the soul anew in 
Christ, and renewing it day by day in its aflfoctions 
and desires, by a continued sanctification derived 
from Christ, "who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion." 1 Cor. i. 30. 

(3.) The life "of glory." 

This comprehends "a life of joy." The pur- 
pose of God in sanctification is in order to a life of 
glory. For the great design or will of God being 
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our sanctification; He has, the Apostle informs us, 
" predestinated his people to be conformod to the 
image of liis Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren;" and that this is in order 
to a life of glory y the Apostle further adds ; "more- 
over, whom He did predestinate, them He also 
called : and whom He called, them He also justi- 
fied : and whom He justified them He also glori- 
fied." Rom. viii. 29, 30. And holiness is ever 
productive of joy, which is one of the fruits of the 
Spirit, and is called "joy in the Holy Ghost." 
And this joy is distinctly said to flow from Christ 
"These things have I spoken unto you, that wy 
;oy might remain in you, and that your Joy might 
bo /«//." John XV. 11. Yea, so necessary is holi- 
ness to a life of glory; that it is written, "without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord." Heb. xii. 14. 
Lastly, and very briefly, but most important. 
Christ is " the life" of his people by virtue of their 
union to Him. Now (4) all that we have advanced 
in respect of justification, sanctification, and a life 
of glory, is by God made to depend upon our union 
to Christ by faith. Separated from Him there is 
no life. Faith is the instrument whereby eternal 
life, in its continuance, flows into the soul. This 
is very strikingly and beautifully represented by 
our Lord, under the figure of a vine and its 
branches. " I am the true vine, ye are the 
branches : he that abideth in Me, and I in him, 
bringeth forth much fruit : for without Me ye cau 
do nothing. If a man abide not in Me, he is oast 
forth as a branch and is withered : and men gather 
them, and cast them into the fire, and they are 
burned. Abide in Me and I in you. As the 
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T)raTich cannot bear fruit of itself except it abide in 
ihe vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me/' 
John XV. 4 — 7. Indeed, upon this union depends 
"the continued life of the believer, either of justifi- 
cation, and all its attendant blessings ; sanctifica- 
tion, and all its attendant fruits ; and the life of 
glory, with all its eternal happiness and joy. But, 
blessed be God, this union is secured to the elect 
people of God, as we shall shew in our next divi- 
sion; in their calling, justification, sanctification, 
and election to eternal life. We proceed to notice, 

II. Our Lord's declaration, founded upon this 
description of Himself, as the way, the truth, and 
the life. " No man cometh unto the Father, but 
by Me." 

Now, though this declaration is so plain, and 
the way so simple ; yet, alas ! brethren, how few 
there be that find it. If we ask which is t/ie way 
to heaven? Christ says, "J am." If we ask wliat 
other way there is? Christ says, none. In order to 
understand this declaration of our Lord, it is 
necessary to observe, that it implies, that no man 
cometh unto the Father by Christ, unless he be 
(1) called. There are two sorts of calling men- 
tioned in the New Testament. There is, first, a 
general calling of all who are admitted into the 
outward Church by Baptism, and a profession of 
their faith in Christ. But, brethren, many are 
thus called who are not chosen; many who out- 
wardly profess Christ, but in works deny Him, 
who have a name to live, but are dead, who walk 
according to the course of this world, seeking all 
their interests in it, and deriving all their happi- 
ness from it. These are they that are sensual. 
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having not the Spirit of Christ, but the spirit of 
the world. Hence our Lord says, "Many be 
called, but few are chosen." Matt. xx. 16. There- 
fore, secondly, those who are called effectually by the 
divine Spirit, and really come unto the Father by 
Christ. — These are called in Scripture the "elect,'^ 
those "chosen in Christ before the foundation of 
the world." His " redeemed people," whom He 
"foreknew." The "sheep of Christ," "given Him by 
the Father." The " beloved of the Lord," chosen to 
salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth — whose wills are renewed, their 
affections turned to God, and their heart filled 
with the Holy Spirit of God, who dwelleth in 
them, and abideth ever with them. These are 
"effectually called by the Gospel to the obtaininjf 
of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." Eph. i. 3 
—7 ; Matt. xxiv. 22 ; Eom. viii. 29 ; John x. 26 
—29 ; 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14 ; John vi. 37. 

But (2) those who come to the Father by Christ 
are "justified." This is the order of the Covtjnant 
of election, "whom He did predestinate, them He 
also called ; and whom He called^ them He also 
justified." Ilom. viii. 30. Now no man can come 
to the Father unless he be justified by grace 
through faith. This is plain from the words of 
Christ. " No man can come to Me, except the 
Father which hath sent Me draw him : and I will 
raise him up at the last day. It is written in the 
Prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. 
Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto Me." John vi. 
44, 45. And that no man can be justified by the 
lavs is evident, for the man that doeth these things 
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«hall live by them; but the law requires perfect 
obedience; **for it is written, cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in the 
book of the law to do them." And St. James 
aflBrms that, "whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." 
The conclusion of the Apostle Paul, therefore, is 
incontrovertible ; " that by the deeds of the law 
shall no flesh living be justified ;" and if not justi- 
fied, then condemned. Justification, therefore, 
must be by grace through faith, and this the 
Scripture aflMis. "For by grace are ye saved 
through faith ; and that not of yourselves : it is 
the gift of God." Eph. ii. 8. Therefore none can 
come unto the Father by Christ unless he be 
justified. 

But (3) no man can come to the Father by 
Christ imless he be "sanctified." For, declares 
the Prophet, "Thou art of purer eyes than to 
behold evil, and cannot look upon iniquity." Hab. 
i. 13. He mu6t come to the Father by Christ, 
with the " blood of sprinkling," and in the " robe 
of righteousness." Heb. x. 19 —22 ; Isaiah Ixi. lOi 
Observe, dear brethren, again, the order of the 
covenant of election ; "whom He did foreknow He 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren." Moreover, "whom He did pre- 
destinate, them He also called; and whom He 
called, them He also justified." You see "sancti- 
fication" is put first in order, because it is by that 
we may knoiv that we are justified. The covenant 
of grace runs thus, " I will put my laws into their 
heaLrts, and in their minds will I write them. And 
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their sins and iniquities I will remember no more/' 
Heb. X. 16, 17. So, by the law being written in 
our hearts, we may know, that we are justified^ and 
that God will remember our sins and iniquities no 
more. 

We proceed, lastly, to notice, that he that cometh 
to the Father by Christ is also "glorified." For, 
"whom He justified, them He also glorified^ 
This, of course, refers to the believer's complete 
justification and salvation in a glorified state. For 
though he is now complete in Christ, yet in the 
order of time he is not so, till Christ's appearing. 
Now this is the end of the believer's present triflOB 
and afflictions. "For this is the will of God, even 
your sanctification." 1 Thess. iv. 3. And sancti- 
fication is conformity to the ima^ of God's Son. 
And both justification and sanctification lead, in 
the order of the covenant of election, to eternal 
glory. But all this is in order that God may be 
fflorified. For these are the words of Jesus ; "Now 
IS the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in 
Him. If God be glorified in Him, God shall 
also glorify Him in Himself, and shall straight- 
way glorify Him." John xiii. 31, 32. Indeed, 
this is the end of the whole work of our re- 
demption, that God may be glorified in his Son, 
in the salvation of his elect, for whom Christ died, 
and for whom Christ sanctified Himself; and for 
whom Christ prayed. " I pray for them : I pray 
not for the world, but for them which Thou hast 
given Me ; for they are thine. And all mine are 
thine, and thine are mine ; and I am glorified in 
them." John xvii. 9, 10. Indeed, this is the hea- 
ven of the child of God, to glorify Him. This, 
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his most earnest desii^e. This, the top of his holiest 
expectations and desires. Yea, it is the bliss of 
angels; yea, we have seen, it was the prayer of 
Jesus. In that sublime and holy prayer it is said ; 
" These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes 
to heaven, and said, Father the hour is come; 

florify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify Thee." 
ohn xvii. 1. And, my dear brethren, let us close 
this discourse with the dying words of a saint of 
God, David Brainerd. Among his last expressions 
were such as these. "My heaven is to please God 
and glorify Him. I long to be in heaven, praising 
and glorifying God with the holy angels. All my 
desire is to glorify God. My heart goes out to the 
burying place. It seems to me a desirable place. 
But oh, to glorify God ! that is it, that is above 
all. It is a great comfort to me to think that I 
have done a little for God in the world. Ah, it is 
but a very small matter, yet I have done a little ; 
and I lament it, that I have not done more for 
Him. There is nothing in the world worth living 
for, but doing good, and finishing God's work — 
doing the work that Christ did." And oh be- 
loved, the bliss of dying, when the soul has givea 
up itself wholly to God, and desires nothing so- 
much as to please God and glorify Him. Rev. vii. 
9—12. 

" Now unto Him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy. To the 
only wise God our Saviour be glory and majesty, 
dominion, and power, both now and ever. Amen," 
Jude 24, 25. 



SERMON IX. 



THE DAY BREAKETH. 



Rom. xiii. 12. 

** THE NIGHT IS FAE SPENT, TRE DAT IS AT HAND : LET 
US THEREFORE CAST OFF THE WORKS OF DARKNESS, 
AND LET US PUT ON THE ARMOUR OF XJQHT." 

How many axe the exhortations of Scripture to 
stir up believers to a holy walk and conversation ; 
our gracious God giving line upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept, and here a little, and there a 
little, as we are able to bear it. There is some 
difficulty in the explication of our text ; but we 
shall endeavour to make our interpretation of it 
subservient to the great end the Apostle had in 
view in writing to the Church at Rome ; namely, 
to exhort believers to a holy life and conversation ; 
to the putting off the old man with his deeds, and 
to the putting on the new man, which, after God, 
is created in righteousness and true holiness." 
Specially, the Apostle in our chapter, exhorts the 
believing Christians at Rome to cast off all those 
works of darkness which were practised in the 
Imperial City, and to fortify themselves with all 
holy resolutions and steadfastness in the ways of 
righteousness. Particularly they were in great 
danger of being carried away by the restless spirit 
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of insubordination to the powers that be, which 
then existed at Rome. Whoever and whatever 
were the ruling powers at Eome, their duties were 
plain as Christians ; namely, submission to the 
ruling power ; for, says the Apostle, " whoever 
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God, 
and they that resist shall receive to themselves 
damnation." Ver. 2. "Wherefore," he adds, "ye 
must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also 
for conscience sake." Ver. 5. As if he would say, 
ye are holy Christians, and must needs walk as 
becomes your holy profession ; and especially, 
towards each other in love ; " for love is the ful- 
filling of the law." Ver. 10. And it was especi- 
ally urgent too that they should at once, and 
without delay, address themselves to the work of 
their high and holy calling; for life was uncertain, 
the sands of it were runmng out with great rapi- 
dity, and eternity was near ; and the dayofdeUver^ 
ance, from those afflictions and troubles, that would 
certainly arise from their adhesion to the precepts 
of their divine Lord and Saviour, was at hand. 

" The night is far spent, the day is at hand : let 
us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let 
lis put on the armour of light." 

In explaining the worSa of the text, we shall 
endeavour, with the Lord's help, 

I. To confirm the truth of Apostle's words. 

II. Enforce the exhortation grounded upon 
them. 

I. Confirm the tnith of the Apostle's words. 
In order to this, it will be necessary to give our 
best explication of the terms in our text. As, 
(1.) " The night is far spent, the day is at hand." 
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The words you will perceive are figurative. The 
two principal interpretations given are, 

(1 ) That the night of heathenism was fast passing 
away, and the Gospel day dawning, or at hand ; 
or, which we shall adopt, that 

(2) The night of affictions, sorrows, trials, and 
persecutions, was far spent; and the day of eternity 
at hand — that bright and eternal day, wherein the 
darkness, whatever it may be, will pass away, and 
the true light of heaven shine. As if the Apostle 
should say, the night of your afflictions will soon 
end ; for eternity is at hand — ^is near — ^very near, 
considering how frail and uncertain your present 
life is ; and this was particularly so to the believing 
Christians at Eome ; for in the profession of their 
holy religion, they were never sure when they 
should be called upon to suffer, and even to die for 
Christ. Now it will not require any arguments to 
shew, that this life is to the true Christian one of 
sorrow^ and of trouble. He experiences this as 
others : for Job affirms, "Man is bom unto trouble 
as the sparks fly upward." Job. v. 7. But then he 
has afflictions and troubles peculiar to him as a 
believer in Jesus. The life of a Christian is a con- 
tinual sacrifice to Grod — a continual offering up of 
himself^ in holy resignation, to his will — a continual 
crucifying of his earthly affections, and mortifying 
of his sinful passions, and subduing of his wfll to 
God's most blessed and holy will ; and all this is 
not to be accomplished without much suffering, 
mortification, and self-denial. In this present 
state, brethren, we must — we cannot escape if we be 
Christ's, " for they that are Christ's, have a^ucified 
the flesh with its affections and lusts" — pass 
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through much tribulation to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, but then, it is not to last for ever ; on 
the contrary, at the longest, it is but short — ^this 
night of trouble and of sorrow is far spent, what- 
ever our age may be, whatever the condition of the 
times in which we live, whether of comparative 
tranquillity, or of danger and persecution. For 
what says the Psalmist : "We are strangers with 
Thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers : our 
days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is 
none abiding." 1 Chron. xxix. 15. But, brethren, 
(2.) What is it that produces afflictions and 
troubles, but sin ? and so long as sin exists, either 
in ourselves, or in the world, there must needs be 
sorrows and trials. " Rivers of waters," says the 
Psalmist, " run down mine eyes, because they keep 
not thy law." Ps. cxix. 136. The existence of 
sin, both in himself and in the world, is a continual 
source of grief to the true Christian. Tlie works 
of darkness that were in the heathen world, and 
from which the Christians at Rome were mercifully 
delivered, were fearful indeed ; the first chapter of 
this Epistle unfolds a dark catalo^e, fearful to 
oontemplate, and were we more spiritual and holy, 
would strike us with sorrow and dismay. But 
alas ! the Christian Church is not wholly free from 
them ; indeed there is no heart, not even of a child 
of God, absolutely free from these works of dark- 
ness ; but blessed be the riches of divine grace and 
love, they are not suffered to prevail, they are kept 
down with a strong hand; and if at any time, 
through the power of temptation, the wiles of the 
devil, or the allurements of the world, they are too 
strong for the Christian, and he is overcome of 
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them, he immediately hetakes himself to God ; and 
in deep hiuniliation and sincere repentance, seeka 
strength at his hands to rise again ; and grace 
from Jesus to ^^ sin no moreP Prov. xxiv. 16; 
2 Cor. xii. 9. Now that this view of our text 
confirms the Apostle's words ; or shews this to be 
the true meaning of them, though not the only 
meaning, will further appear in our second 
division, in that we are exhorted to cast off these 
works of darkness, which implies that we are not 
wholly free from them, and are liable to be over- 
come by them. And whatsoever of them still re- 
maineth in us, must be daily put off, by a continual 
resistance of them in the strength of God, and the 
power of his Spiiit, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Therefore, having confirmed the truth of the Apos- 
tle's words, 

II. We shall endeavour to enforce the exhorta* 
tion grounded upon them. 

" Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, 
and put on the armour of light." 

First explain terms, what are, 

(1.) The works of darkness to which the Apostle 
refers. 

(2.) What is meant by the " armour of light,** 
which we are exhorted to put on. 

(1) The first is plain. The works of darkness 
are the same with what are called the works of the 
flesh, in Gal. v. 19, 20, and 21st verses. But the 
particular works of darkness which the believing 
Christians at Epme were exhorted to cast off, and 
to which they were particularly exposed in that 
rich and luxurious city, — were, " rioting and 
drunkenness, chambering and wantonness, strife 
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and envying." Ver. -13. And, brethren, is the 
outwardly professing Church of Christ free from 
these works of darkness at the present day ? Are 
all who profess to be Christians, and are baptized 
into Jesus Christ, free from them ? Would to God 
they were. But we cannot shut our eyes to the 
works of darkness which everywhere prevail, more 
or less, in the professing Church of Christ ; which 
their Lord and Master, continually by his Word 
and ministers, not only commands them to put off,, 
but threatens to visit, if not repented of and for- 
saken, with his just anger and displeasure ; declar- 
ing by the mouth of his Apostle, " that they which 
do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.'^ 
(Gal. V. 21.) We proceed next to the very diffi- 
cult, and singular expression, " armour of light.'*" 
There are various interpretations of the words. 
They may mean, 

(1.) The omnipresence of God. " God is light,, 
and in Him is no darkness at all." 1 John i. 5. 
They would then mean, act always as in the jpre- 
sence of God, who is infinite light and purity. Act 
as if you were surrounded with light, or clothed 
with it as with defensive armour, for works of 
darkness cannot abide the light. Thus the Psalmist,. 
" I have set the Lord always before me." Psalm 
xvi. 8. The presence of God, which is as light, 
will drive away these works of darkness ; for they 
cannot endure the light of day; much less the^ 
presence of God, in the radiance of whose light, 
"the night shineth as the day." Psalm cxxxix. 12. 
"Put on the armour of light." Consider your- 
selves, as under the all-seeing eye of the divine- 
Majesty; as in the midst of infinite light, whicb 
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" encompasseth you about both behind and before, 
and pierceth to the inmost recesses of your souls." 
But, again, (2) the expression "armour of light" 
may mean, or be synonymous with, ^^ armour of 
Ood,^^ Eph. vi. 11. And since God is light, the 
figure being often used in St. John's Epistles ; it 
would then be the same as to say, "put on the 
* armour of God,' that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil," whose object and 
aim is to draw men into these works of darkness 
to the destruction of their souls; for he is the 
prince of darkness, and reigneth in the kingdom of 
darkness, and his works are works of darkness and 
of death. But (3) if the word here translated 
"armour" be taken to mean "an article of dress," 
which the word also signifies ; it will then mean, 
as "%A^" in Scripture is often put for holiness; 
put on holiness, be clothed with it as a garment — 
be environed with it, as with defensive armour. 
Let holiness adorn your whole life and conduct; or 
in the beautiful and simple figure of the Apostle: 
"Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof.** 
Ver. 14. Having explained the terms as we were 
best able ; we proceed, briefly, to enforce the ex- 
hortation, grounded on the Apostle's words — 
"The night is far spent, the day is at hand : let us 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the aimour of light." Much of the time 
allotted for the putting off the works of darkness, 
and putting on the armour of light, is passed 
already, and that which remains cannot but be 
short; "for" (says St. James) "what is your life? 
it is even as a vapour that appeareth for a little 



123 

time and then vanlsheth away." James iv. 14. 
brethren, how diligent ought we to be in serving 
Ood ; seeing how frail our life is, seeing that we 
are, at the best, but strangers and sojourners upon 
earth, as were all our fathers ; and that there is 
nothing certain and abiding here. We all do pass 
away as a shadow. "For all flesh is as grass, and 
all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away: but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
And this is the word which by the Gospel is 
preached imto you." 1 Peter i. 24, 25. But ^^the 
day is breaking,*^ Let us not be discouraged if 
difficulties, trials, and afflictions, await us in our 
sojourn here; for it is written, "that we must 
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." But be not cast down, the bright day 
of eternity is breaking — ^is at hand. The Apostle, 
with the eye of faith, piercing throug:h the dark- 
ness of distant ages; saw, though nineteen cen- 
turies were to intervene, "the night as far spent, 
and the day as at hand." He saw eternal day 
breaking, and the night of the present imperfect 
and afflictive dispensation fast passing away. 
Brethren, have we fully realised our interest in the 
beloved? Can we say, in the full assurance of 
faith and hope, and in anticipation of heaven's 
pure and eternal day, " My beloved is mine and I 
am his P" Do our desires go forth with the Church 
of Christ at the absence of her Lord ? "Until the 
day break, and the shadows flee away; turn, my 
beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon 
the mountains of Bether." Cant. ii. 16, 17. Blessed 
Jesus, Thou must go away, or else the Comforter will 
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not come to ns, but oh, let thy absence be short. But, 
beloved, how are we to be prepared for the coming 

glories of this bright and eternal day which is 
leaking, and now near at hand? The Apostle 
tells us — "by putting ofif the works of darkness," 
and putting on the "armour of light;" by acting 
as if we were in the presence of God; by putting 
on "a spirit of holy watchfulness" and godly 
jealousy over ourselves ; that we may never offend 
God, nor grieve his Holy Spirit, "whereby we are 
sealed unto the day of redemption." Epn. iv. 30. 
By putting "on the whole armour of Gody that we 
may be aole to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darknes of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places." Eph. vi. 11, 
12. And by striving after holiness ; putting it on 
as a garmenty being clothed with it as a beauty and 
ornament to our Christian profession. And by 
worshipping God in the beauty of holiness, which 
is the beauty of heaven. By stirring up our minds 
with the solemn reflection, that "without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord." Heb. xii. 14. And by 
raising our desires, through the power and grace 
of Jesus, to a longing for, and anticipation of those 
regions of eternal day; where the darkness ia 
passed, and the true light shines. Cast the eyes 
of your mind, beloved, to the redeemed in heaven, 
"who have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb;" who are "clothed 
in fine linen, white and clean ; for the fine linen is 
the righteousness of the saints;" "who follow the 
Lamb whithersoever he goeth." Eev. vii. 14; xix. 
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8 ; — and long, and desire, and pray to be there. 
Anticipate tne resurrection mom ; and the break- 
ing of that day which shall know no end. The 
shining of that sun, which shall no more go down. 
The worship of that temple, wherein the worship- 
pers dwell for ever. Psalm xxiii. 6. The glories 
of that celestial city, where God dwells, whose lov- 
ing hand shall wipe away all tears from your eyes; 
wherein shall be "no more death, neither soitow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain;" 
^*for the time is at hand." The day is breaking; 
the night of afflictions, sorrows, and bereavements, 
is far spent. Behold your Saviour testifying, " I 
come quickly, and my reward is with Me." Eev. 
xxii. 12, 20. " Faint not, believer, on thy dark 
way; the light is near thee of eternal day." Jesus 
is coming, coming quickly. Thou that dwellest in 
the wilderness hearken to his voice. "Surely I 
come quickly." May every soul respond Amen. 
" Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a 
roe, or to a young hart upon the mountains of 
spices." Cant. viii. 14. 



SERMON X. 



SONGS IN THE NIGHT. 



Job XXXV. 10. 

'*BUT KOITE SAITH, WHEBE IS GOD MY MAKEB, WHO 
GIVETH SONGS IN THE NIGHT?" 

We have an infinitely greater interest in God^ 
than we can have in anything besides ; yet, we are 
less conversant with Him, than we are with those 
objects which daily present themselves to ns. Were 
this the only state of existence, such conduct would, 
not only not be improper, but even commendable; 
for if there be no resurrection of the dead, no state 
of existence after death; "let us eat and drink, for 
to-morrow we die." Man is the only creature in 
existence, as it respects this world, who knows his 
happiness to be imperfect, and is sensible that it ia 
so. Now, if he were not an immortal being this 
would not be the case ; for, having his existence 
formed only for time, he would, like all other 
creatures but himself, be contented with his present 
existence, and never look beyond this life for an 
addition to it, from a consciousness of its imperfec- 
tion, because he would know no other life but the 
present. But the wonder is, that human beings, 
who acknowledge the existence of God, and a 
future state after death, and a judgment to come. 
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should neglect to inquire after God. '^None saith 
where is God my Maker ?" The complaint of the 
inspired writer is, that while men in words acknow- 
ledge God, in deeds they deny Him — ^that when 
oppressed with afflictions, or burdened with sor- 
rows, they turn not to God — ^they inquire not after 
their Maker — they repent not of their sins, nor 
return to Him that smiteth them. But though 
the text speaketh so generally, that the inspired 
writer should say; ^^None saith where is God my 
Maker?" Yet, (blessed be God,) there is in all 
affes, a remnant according to the election of grace, 
wio do inquire after God, and through Jesus Christ, 
find how gracious and merciful He is, and sweetly 
experience that He, "giveth songs in the night." 
As Paul and Silas, who in the dismal and dark 
prison, sang praises to God. We cannot, however, 
conceal from ourselves the fact, that even among 
the majority of professing Christians, there are few 
who are really inquiring after God; and happy 
would it be for the present age, if it could be said, 
that Elihu's complaint is not applicable to it; 
" None saith, where is God my Maker, who giveth 
songs in the night ?" Consider, 

I. What is meant by inquiring after God our 
Maker. 

And may the Lord open our hearts to this 
inquiry. May the Holy Spirit direct us in our 
meditations, for Jesus Christ's sake. 

(1.) We may be said to inquire after God, 
when we set ourselves in earnest to acquaint our- 
selves concerning his nature and perfections. All 
nature shews the existence of its Maker. We can- 
not open our eyes but we discover traces of his 
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power shining through all creatures. The whole 
universe bears the character and stamp of a first 
cause — infinitely wise — infinitely powerful — infi- 
nitely good. Let us cast our eyes on the earUi 
that bears us, and ask ; Who laid the foundations 
thereof? Who hath laid the measures thereof? 
Who hath stretched the line upon it ? whereupon 
are the foundations thereof fastened ? or who hath 
laid the comer stone thereof? Let us look on the 
vast expanse of heaven that covers us, and inquire; 
who hath thus stretched out the heavens as a cur- 
tain, and spread them out as a tent to dwell in ? 
Isaiah xl. 22. Who is it also that hath garnished 
the heaven, and arrayed it as it were in robes of 
light ? Who is it that made the sun which shineth 
by day, and the moon^ and the stars which glitter 
by night? The various works of creation pro- 
claim to us the existence of a Creator. Every 
plant, every atom, as well as every star, bears 
witness of a Deity. All things that are demon- 
strate something from whence they are. And a 
man may as well doubt whether there be a sun, 
when he sees his beams gilding the earth, as doubt 
whether there be a God, when he sees his works. 

(2.) We may be said to inquire after Grod, when 
we are solicitous to discover and knoic his will con- 
cerning our duty as moral and reasonable beings. 

Man is not only a subject of the divine govern- 
ment, and therefore in the highest degree concerned 
to know the divine law, that he may obey it; but 
he is also a rebel subject^ and therefore in the high- 
est degree concerned to discover the means of 
restoration to the favour of God. The first interest 
of all men is, therefore, to obtain a knowledge of 
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the manner of reconciliation to God, and restoration, 
and reinstatement into the character and privileges 
of faithful subjects. To bo thus reconciled and rein- 
stated, men must be pardoned, and pardon is an act 
of mere mercy; but of the mercy of God there are 
no proofs in the works of creation. "We cannot 
discover from the works of God the doctrine of 
reconciliation. The light of nature, indeed, may 
shew us our guilty but can never discover a remedy. 
In divine revelation alone we discover the means of 
reconciliation — ^how God can be just, and yet the 
justifier of him who believeth in Jesus. How He 
can pardon the transgressor, and yet maintain the 
honour and dignity of his laws and government; 
and while He fully manifests his indignation 
against sin, can yet let the offender go jfree, and 
restore him again to all his forfeited privileges. 
All this we learn from revelation. It is therein 
revealed that God gave his dear, his only, his well 
beloved Son, to die for sinners, to suffer the penalty 
due to their transgressions ; not only so, his dearly 
beloved Son paid a perfect obedience to the law of 
God, and thereby procured for aU who believe in 
'Him eternal and perfect happiness in heaven. 
And as it is of the highest importance that men 
should become obedient and loving subject?, Jesus 
sends unto them the promised gift of the Holy 
Ghost, whose office it is to change them from 
rebellious and wicked subjects, to obedient and 
loving children, whose continual aim and desire, is 
to do the will of their Father which is in heaven. 
To inquire, therefore, after God, is to inquire the 
way of salvation through Jesus Christ; to seek 
diligently till we find it; to give ourselves no rest 
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until we are perfectly aquainted with it, and can 
assure ourselves of an interest in the blessings it un- 
folds. "I will not," says an inquirer after God, "give 
sleep to my eyes, nor slumber to my eyelids until 
I have tasted that the Lord is gracious." "Now 
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us : we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God. For He hath 
made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin ; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him." 2 Cor. V. 20, 21. 

(3.) Moreover, to inquire after God, is to inquire 
after that better country tchere God dwells^ and 
where our inquiries after Him shall meet with full 
satisfaction. 

In heaven we shall have the most just and 
bright ideas of God. We shall there be able to 
understand more fully the mysteries of redemption 
by Jesus Christ, "who is the brightness of the 
Father's glory, and the express image of his per- 
son." All the wonders of creation and redemption 
will be laid open to the admiring view of the 
redeemed in glory. We shall ever be inquiring 
and learning something new of the character of God 
displayed in the wonders of Redemption, and of 
his perfection and glory in his visible creation. 
We shall be ever talking of the glory of Christ's 
kingdom, and of his power, and making known 
unto each other his mighty acts, and the glorious 
majesty of his dominion which endureth for ever. 
" Thy kingdom," says the Psalmist, speaking of 
Christ, "is an everlasting kingdom, and thy domi- 
nion endureth throughout all generations." Psalm 
cxlv. 11, 13. And what is still more desirable, 
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we shall be clianged into the same image (from 
glory to glory,) of Him whom we love. "Be- 
loved," says St. John, ^'noiv are we the sons of 
Grod, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be : 
but we know that when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." 
And, mark the conclusion the Apostle draws; 
"every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself even as He is pure ;" i.e. is now striving, 
and praying, and longing, to be like his Saviour; 
and in so doing shall possess in heaven the most 
glorious resemblance of liis holy and benevolent 
nature. 

II. "Why is it that so few are making this 
inquiry? If we take but a hasty glance at man- 
kind, we see immediately the reason of their 
neglect of God. We see they are too much engaged 
about earthly things, these strike their senses more 
than things of a spiritual and invisible nature. 
But what is still worse, we find they have no 
desire, no relish for divine and heavenly things ; no 
inclination to inquire after God their Maker. If 
they do at all inquire after God, the inquiry is 
merely of a speculative nature, without any inten- 
tion of putting into practice the knowledge they 
may obtain of their Maker. But so given up are 
some to amusement, to one kind of diversion after 
another, that they leave themselves no time to 
inquire after God ; and indeed, take the utmost 
pains to shut religion out of their thoughts alto- 
gether. Folly, vanity, and idleness fill the hearts 
of others, which should be dedicated to God. And 
some even make a God of this world, by placing 
their afiections supreniehj upon it, and seeking all 
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their happiness in it. There are others who seek 
their happiness in sensual gratifications, making a 
god of their belly, and pursuing with intense and 
ardent desire, every thing that administers to the 
pleasures of their animal nature. Phil. iii. 18, 19. 
Alas, how can a soul thus fettered to earth, elevate 
itself to inquire after God its Maker ? No more 
than a bird can ascend without wings. And some 
even live so criminally, that God is the object of 
their dread. They even wish there was no God ; 
Psalm xiv. 1; and are glad to hear religion op- 
posed, and the humble followers of Christ ridiculed 
and slandered. They hate religion, and would be 
happy to have Revelation confiited, if it were pos- 
sible. And to silence the accusations of conscience, 
they impiously deny the doctrine of Providence, 
and the soul's immortality. — ^And lastly, a very 
large number strive to serve God and the world. 
They do not like to give up all religion, and yet 
are not willing to renounce the world; but this 
generally ends, in the world at last gaining the 
supreme dominion over their hearts and affections. 
They struggle for a time to keep up some little 
feeling of piety and gratitude to God ; but as they 
move on in the pleasures, or businesses and pur- 
suits of the world, their religion gradually decays, 
(i. e. the religion of the heart) until all vital godli- 
ness is extinguished. These are some of the reasons 
why ^ofeic are inquiring after God their Maker. 

III. Consider the amiable account here given 
of God — ** He giveth songs in the night, or matter 
of songs." This part of our subject has reference 
to the awakened and repentant sinner, who, be^ 
lieving the word of God, and feeling the burden of 
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his sins, is inquiring after God, his Maker— after 
pardon and salvation through Jesus Christ. And 
here he is graciously informed, that in this night 
of affliction, in this mighty struggle for deliver- 
ance, he shall not only find pardon and reconcilia- 
tion, but great joy and peace in believing — ^he 
shall find "songs in the night," or matter of songs. 
And in what does he find matter of songs ? The 
penitent believer finds very sweet matter of song 
indeed in the wonders of redemption — ^in that " God 
hath so loved the world as to give his only be- 
gotten Son to die for sinners, and that whosoever 
believeth in Him shall not perishy but have eternal 
life." But the text has a further reference to the 
experience of the penitent believer, who, as he 
advances in his Christian course is exposed to many 
trials and sufferings. Especially then, at these 
times, does the Spirit of God visit him, and pours 
the oil of gladness into his wounded breast, and 
" giveth him songs in the night" Night may be 
taken figuratively — for adversity, calamity, grief, 
and vexation. The words, " giveth songs in the 
night," mean, that how dark soever and sad our 
condition may be, there is that in God — ^in his pro- 
vidence and promise — ^which is sufficient not only 
to support us, but to fill us with joy and peace in 
believing. Thus the Apostle Paul, "in every- 
thing give thanks, for this is the will of God, 
even your sanctification." " Therefore being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ : and rejoice in hope of the 
the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory 
in tribulatians also : knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience ; and patience experience ; and 
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experience hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed ; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us." 
Eom. V. 1 — 5. Afflictions are blessed messengers, 
when they lead us to inquire after God. The 
sinner, who has by their means been converted to 
God, has indeed found in the night of affliction the 
song of joy and praise. But where, my brethren, 
for the most part, do we find the broken and the 
contrite spirit? In the palaces of the rich? Among 
the sons and daughters of prosperity, who, as far 
as this world is concerned, have all that the heart 
can wish for ? No ; from these ascend not the 
piercing accents of a broken and a contrite spirit ; — 
but from those upon whom affliction has dealt its 
deadliest blow, and has perhaps reft from the 
heart of the afflicted mourner, its last, its only 
earthly consolation. It is among such that God 
pours in the oil of consolation into the woimded 
breast, and binds up the broken heart, and causes the 
afflicted spirit to sing for joy. Where, my brethren, 
has the first serious inquiry, and earnest seeking 
after God, generally arisen ? Among those who 
have health and strength, and are looking for many 
years of happiness to come ? No; but in the heart 
of him who has been shorn of his strength, who 
has been laid on the bed of languishing, and to 
whom wearisome nights have been appointed. In 
such seasons the voice of mercy was first heard, 
and God's favour sought after and esteemed dearer 
than life itself. Yes, in the night of affliction 
many a soul has sung the song of deliverance from 
sin and misery, and has had to bless God through- 
out eternity for that affliction, which first caused it 
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to return and inquire after God. " Before I was 
afflicted I went astray" (says a disconsolate mourn- 
er in Zion) ; " but now have I kept thy word." 
Ps. cxix. 67. Afflictions wonderfully calm the 
mind and instruct the heart. They teach lessons 
of heavenly wisdom, which months and years of 
instruction have failed to teach. Teach us that we 
are mortal and must die, shake earth's hold on our 
affections, and throw out in bold relief the bright- 
ness of the world to come ; as the dark shades of a 
well wrought landscape display the beauties of 
surrounding objects. Thus it is when affliction is 
mnctifiedy when the Holy Spirit comforts the dis- 
consolate heart, and points to Jesus the friend of 
sinners, who holds out his compassionate arms to 
every contrite mourner, saying, " Come unto me 
all ye that are weary and heavy laden and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of Me; for I am meek and lowly of heart : and yo 
shall find rest unto your souls." Matt. xi. 28 — 30. 
(3.) But specially, beloved brethren, have the 
words of the text been verified on the death bed of 
many a saint of Grod. yes, in the night of death, 
they have sung the song of praise and thanksgiving. 
And in the words of the Apostle have triumphed 
over death: "0 death where is thy sting? grave 
where is thy victory ? The sting of death is sin ; 
and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be 
to God^ which giveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Cor. xv. 55 — 57. Yes, 
they have triumphed over death, and entered into 
heaven, with the song of glory on their lips. " I 
am in a strait betwixt two," says St. Paul, "having 
a desire to depart, and to be with Christ ; which is 
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far better." " I have fought a good fight, I liave 
finished my course, I have kept the faith : hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give me at that day ; and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing." 2 Tim. 
iv. 7, 8. But the song of praise will resound in 
eternal echoes ifrom the mansions of glory, when the 
redeemed shall rise ifrom the dead clad in robes of 
light, adorned with crowns of gold, bearing palms 
in their hands, the tokens of victory over sin and 
Satan, death, and hell, through the blood of Jesus. 
And when they enter into glory, the song of praise 
shall never end. Eternal alleluias shall ascend 
from their grateful hearts, and the words of the 
Prophet have their full and perfect accomplish- 
ment. " The ransomed of the Lord shall return 
and come to Zion, with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away." Is. xxxv. 10. 

For the improvement of our subject, let me 
exhort the humble and tried believer to rejoice in 
God, who lifteth up the hands that hang down, 
and " giveth songs in the night " of adversity. 

"What a matter of thanksgiving is it, imder the 
heaviest burden of affiction, to consider, that what- 
ever we may be deprived of, we have yet a gracious 
and loving, aind merciful Saviour to go to, who is 
touched with the feeling of our sorrows, who was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin. God will not put one drop more into the cup 
of affliction than is absolutely necessary. The Lord 
is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil." 
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He doth not willingly afllict or grieve the children 
of men. He will not break the bruised reed, nor 
quench the smoking flax. But will gather the 
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom. 
In the time of sorrow, tried believer, Jesus will 
support you. He is a most strong tower to tliem 
who trust in Him. The words of your Saviour 
bring to you the sweetest consolation, and abun- 
dant matter of songs in the night of affliction. 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me," saith your 
gracious Saviour, " because He hath anointed Me 
to heal the broken heart, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord." Luke iv. 18, 19. 
"What a cluster of precious promises is here ! What 
matter of song is this for the most disconsolate 
mourner in Zion ! Let us consider, why it is that 
we so often mourn and are not comforted; that 
having so great and exceeding predious promises, 
we yet fail to derive support and comfort from 
them when the time of trial really comes. Is it 
not, that we do not set ourselves by earnest prayer 
and holy meditation to inquire after God our 
Maker P " Whether," says the pious Mr. Baxter, 
" we are in an afflicted or prosperous state, it is 
apparent, we exceedingly make the creature our 
rest. The Lord's greatest quarrel with us is in 
this point." We lean too much on an arm of 
flesh. We try to get comfort out of the broken 
cisterns of this world's pleasures and enjoyments. 
We forsake the fountain of living waters. Jer. ii. 13, 
Thus the text assigns as the reason of our want of 
comfort in affliction; that we do not seek after 
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God. We do not set ourselves as we ought to 
think upon his adorable perfections as our Creator 
and Redeemer. As the God in whose hands are 
the issues of life and death. As the great disposer 
of all events, who directs all things for the good 
and everlasting welfare of his people. As the 
merciful God in Jesus Christ, who deals with us in 
infinite love, faithfulness, and truth, and who hath 
declared, ** that all things shall icork together for 
good to them that love God, and are the called 
according to his purpose." Eom. viu. 28. " Put 
not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in 
whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, 
he retumeth to his earth ; in that very day his 
thoughts perish. Happy is he that hath the G-od 
of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his 
God." Ps. cxlvi. 3—5. 

(2.) Let us adore the wisdom of Providence, in 
whose dispensations, day and night, good and evil 
are so mercifillly blended. Let us endeavour, and 
pray for grace, to enjoy the good with thankfulness, 
and bear the evil with resignation. We are not 
left to one unclouded night of sorrow and afflio- 
tion, thanks be to God. There are many comforts 
in the midst of sorrows; only let us not rest in 
them, but be quickened by them in our desires 
after that rest that remaineth to the people of God. 
We are apt to think, when we are in great trouble, 
that our life is one of unmingled sorrow ; but this 
is never the case in this world. " I will sing of 
mercy and judgment." Ps. ci. 1. God, in due 
time, brings the soul out of trouble that trusts in 
Him, and giveth songs of deliverance. Ps. xxxiv. 
3, 4, 6, and 8. And besides, imder the pressure of 
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great affliction, we are apt to forget the many 
mercies we had previously received. Let us re- 
member how necessary it is that we should be in 
trouble, to prepare and fit us for heaven. " Now, 
no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which 
are exercised thereby." Heb. xii. 11. And, bre- 
thren beloved, remember, oh never forget, that all 
trouble, sorrow, or affliction, is intended to bring 
about the will of Grod, "even our sanctification. 
Suffer it to have this effect. Try to become by the 
means of afflictions more holy, more heavenly 
minded, more like your meek and suffering Saviour. 
"We are persuaded that this is the will of Grod in 
sending suffering ,and trial, " even our sanctifica- 
tion." If our afflictions cause us only to murmur 
and repine, we are alas ! in as much as in us lies, 
frustrating the grace of God, and grieving his holy 
Spirit. Endeavour, brethren, at these times to 
retire inwards, to talk with your spirits, to inquire 
after Grod your Maker, to learn what it is God 
would have you to do. Perhaps, afflicted be- 
liever, the time of your departure is drawing nigh, 
and God is about to prepare you for your great 
change. Or, peradventure, the world has got too 
great a hold on your affections, and your soul is in 
danger of being lost. Or, may be, God is preparing 
and sanctifying you for larger commimications of 
his grace and Holy Spirit for his service. But 
this you may always leam from afflictions, even to 
press forwai'd to your heavenly rest, where afflic- 
tions are unknown. God has suffered your happi- 
ness here to be imperfect, that you may be daily 
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pressing forward to heaven, where you shall be- 
perfectly happy. Imitate the holy Apostle, " for- 
getting those things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto those things which are before — 
press toward the mark for the prize of the High 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." Phil. iii. 14. But 
still more, imitate your Saviour ^ "who for the retvard 
that was set before Him, endured the cross, 
despised the shame, and is now set down at the 
right hand of the majesty on high." Heb. xii. 2. 
Finally, oh that we all, dear brethren, thought 
of these things more. Oh, that we all more fre- 
quently set ourselves, by prayer, and earnest 
supplication, and holy meditation, and study of 
the Scriptures, to inquii^e after Grod our Maker. 
Oh that we would fix all our heart and affections 
upon Grod ! and be ever girding up our loins, and 
preparing for our departure to the eternal world. 
2 Tim. iv. 6 — 8. Oh that we were more constantly 
watching for the coming of our Lord ! and striving 
to make progress in divine things. Oh that 
we were more careful to do the will of God! 
" Blessed," says our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, 
"are those servants whom when their Lord cometh. 
He shall find so doing." Luke xii. 35, 36 ; Matt, 
xxiv. 46. 



SERMON XI. 



PERSEVERANCE IN PRAYER. 



Eph. vi. 18. 

^'praying always with aix prayer and supplica- 
tion IN THE SPIRIT, AND WATCHING THEREITNTO 
WITH ALL PERSEVERANCE, AND SUPPLICATION FOR 
ALL SAINTS." 

The believing Ephesians are here tauglit what 
they have to expect in their journey through this 
world to a better: even a constant warfare, and 
that too with no common enemy. "For," adds 
the Apostle, "we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places." Ver. 
12. But, that they might not be dismayed by the 
view of either the greatness, or power of their 
enemies; nor yet discouraged under a sense of 
their own weakness and insufficiency, he counsels 
them to put on the whole armour of God ; and to 
make a firm stand, not in their own wisdom or 
strength, but in the strength of the Lord, and in 
the power of his might. "Wherefore," savs he, 
" take imto you the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to stand in the evil day, and having 
done all to stand. Stand, therefore, having your 
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loins girt about with truth, and having on the- 
breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod 
with the preparation of the Gospel of peace ; above^ 
all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God." Vers. 13 — 
17. But even thus nobly clad, they would be able 
to effect but little against their potent enemies, 
without succour from above — without constant 
supplies of grace and strength to bear up and 
onwards towards their eternal home. And how 
are these supplies to be obtained ? The answer i& 
in our text. ^^ Praying ahvays with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, find watching tixeTeunto 
with all perseverance, and supplication for all 
saints." And, following the example of holy writ, 
our Church, in her Baptismal service, prays that 
her yonng Christian soldier, when he grows up, 
"may have power and strength to have victory, 
and to triumph, against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil." These are the great enemies the soul 
has to contend against, and in her contests she 
must never cease praying, as she will never put off 
her Christian panoply, till she arrive at those bliss- 
ful shores where sin and Satan, death and hell, 
bhall be no more. 

In our text the Apostle directs the Ephesians, 
first, to pray with all prayer. "Praying always 
with all prayer." Let us inquire what is the 
import of this expression ? It evidently refers not 
to any particular kind of prayer. It may be 
translated freely, "using every kind of prayer," as 
the occasion, or the necessity of circumstances may 
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require; or according to our circumstances and 
conditions of life, whether of a public or private 
character. But to be more explicit, we may men- 
tion several kinds of prayer, such as, public, pri- 
vate, family, and social prayer. Each of these is 
important, nor will any of them be slighted by the 
real Christian. They occupy distinct and separate 
places in the Christian's general sphere of action, 
and it should be his aim to keep them from clash- 
ing one with another. But there is one branch of 
prayer too important to let pass without notice, 
and that is mental, or as it is styled, ejaculatory 
prayer, which, though it cannot be arranged under 
formal heads, as the others, yet is of the greatest 
use in keeping the soul alive to God, and of draw- 
ing down succour from above in the time of sudden 
trial or temptation ; when the soul is in danger of 
being borne down and overcome by the strength and 
power of its enemies. But all these different kinds 
of prayer work the selfsame thing, even the will of 
God in our sanctification. 1 Thess. iv. 3. "We 
may, for the better considering of our subject, con- 
sider prayer as composed of a variety of parts. 
Some arrange them under a smaller, and some 
under a larger number of particulars or heads. 
From the examples of prayer which we have in the 
Old Testament, and also from the manner in which 
Christ taught his disciples to pray, we are led to 
divide the parts of prayer into Adoration — Con- 
fession — Petition — and Thanksgiving. 

(I.) Adoration. 

When we approach God in prayer, it should be 
with sentiments of profound veneration. He is the 
infinitely great and eternal God, we creatures but 
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of yesterday. It is He that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves. He is the holy and righteous 
God ; we sinful and polluted creatures. He dwells 
in heaven, we on earth. He is the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, we live upon earti 
in tenements of clay, soon to be returned to the 
dust from whence we were taken. See with what 
profound veneration holy Job approaches the 
Almighty God, when He revealed Himself to him 
in majesty, and holiness, and power. "I have 
heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear : but now 
mine eye seeth Thee. "Wherefore I abhor myseK, 
and repent in dust and ashes." Job xlii. 5, 6. 
With what profound adoration does Solomon ap- 
proach God at the consecration of the temple. He 
is struck with amazement at the condescension of 
the Almighty; and asks, "will God in very deed 
dwell with men on the earth? behold, heaven and 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee." 
1 Kings viii. 27. Isaiah, when he beheld the 
glory of the Lord, and saw the Seraphim cover 
their faces, and cry one to another ; " Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of hosts : the whole earth is full 
of his glory:" cries out, "Woe is me! for I am 
undone; for mine eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts." Isaiah vi. 3, 5. And in the Ee- 
velations of St. John, the angels are represented 
as falling down before the throne of God, and 
worshipping Him "that sat upon the throne." 
Rev. xix. 4 — 6. If angels bow in lowly reverence; 
how much more should sinners of the earth, who 
are vile dust and ashes in comparison of them, 
approach the infinite Creator with profound rever- 
ence, abasing themselves before Him ; and pleading 
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"the blood of sprinkling that "cleanseth from all 
•sin," 1 John i. 7, draw nigh in the robe of righte- 
ousness, which makes ns acceptable in his sight. 

(2.) Confession. 

" If we confess our sins, Grod is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." 1 John i. 9. Our numberless 
■sins and infirmities will furnish abundant matter 
for this part of prayer. For though through the 
mercy of Grod we may be free from gross sins, and 
no blot or stain may rest upon our characters in 
the sight of men ; ^ et, alas ! Grod, who knoweth 
our hearts, alone seeth what is amiss there ; and 
that the imagination of the thoughts of our hearts 
have been evil continually. And even after we were 
called by divine grace, and instructed in the know- 
ledge of salvation, and taught by faith to come to 
Jesus, the Lamb of Grod, that taketh away the sin 
of the world ; yet, alas ! how often have we done 
those things which we ought not to have done, and 
left undone those things which we ought to have 
done, "and there is no health in us." Besides the 
corrupt nature, the old man, the body of sin, as 
the Apostle styles it, is not wholly destroyed with- 
in us, though, thanks be to GFod, it hath not the 
dominion over us ; yet, saith the Articles of our 
Church, "this infection of nature doth remain, yea, 
in them that are regenerated." Art. IX. Confes- 
sion, therefore, daily confession to Almighty Grod, 
will mate up a large portion in our prayers to 
Him. This will be more especially the case in our 
private confessions to God, particularly on our first 
conversion ; but will be, more or less, in exercise 
through the whole of our Christian course, till we 

L 
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arrive at that land of blessedness and rest, where 
sin and sorrow shall be no more. Rev. xxi. 3 — 6 ; 
Heb. ix. 28. The next branch of true prayer is, 

(3.) Petition. 

Man, spiritually, is an indigent creature. He 
is, to use the emphatic language of Scripture, 
"wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked." Eev. iii. 17, 18. He is spiritually in 
hiynself a most forlorn and dependant creature. 
But it is only the Christian who sees and feels, 
and consequently acts in conformity to this hum- 
bling truth. He comes as a poor wandering out- 
cast to the door of mercy for spiritual food and 
raiment, that the shame of his nakedness may not 
appear. "Whereas, before conversion, he thought 
himself rich and increased in goods, and in need 
of nothing. But now, like the poor prodigal, the 
emblem of spiritual destitution, he returns to his 
father, saying, "Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son, make me as one of thy hir^ 
servants." Luke xv. 18, 19. This is the humble 
petition the converted soul prefers before his hea- 
venly Father. Father, I have sinned, and no 
more worthy to be called thy son. " Cast me not 
away from thy presence, and take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me. Psalm li. 11. This feeling of 
dependance never after quits the Christian ; rather 
as he goes on in the divine life, his spiritual wants 
increase, and a sense of dependance upon God 
becomes daily more urgent. And it is this feeling 
of dependance that draws forth his daily petitions 
for forgiveness, for daily food, not only natural, 
but spiritual food; "For the bread of God is He 
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which Cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world." John vi. 33. As our natural life 
is daily dependant upon the bread that perisheth ; 
so our spiritual life is daily dependant upon the 
bread which perisheth not. " Man doth not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God." Matt. iv. 4. Learn, 
therefore, dear brethren, in your petitions to a throne 
of grace, your need of all things, and Christ's ful- 
ness of supply; that ye may petition more earnestly, 
and with stronger faith in the word of Jehovah, 
" My Grod shall supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." Phil. iv. 19. 
The last branch of prayer is tlianksgiving. This 
part of the subject may be divided into two heads.. 
In the first, there is a particular and direct ac-^ 
knowledgment made to God for mercies received, 
either spiritual or temporal, of a more private 
nature, for ourselves, or our families. "It is of the 
Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because 
his compassions fail not. Thy mercies are new 
every morning : great is thy faithfulness." I^am. 
iii. 22, 23. And renewed mercies call for renewed 
praises and thanksgivings. And particularly for 
spiritual mercies, which l)avid, in Psalm ciii. joins 
with temporal blessings, so intimately are they 
really connected ; for *' godliness hath the promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
come." 1 Tim. iv. 8. " Bless the Lord, my 
soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy diseases ; who redeemeth thy life 
from destruction ; who crowneth thee with loving 
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kindness and tender mercies ; who satisfieth thy 
mouth with good things; so that thy youth is 
renewed like the eagles." Psahn eiii. 1 — -5. The 
second, ot thanlsgiving, is more general. "I ex- 
hort/' says St. Paul to Timothy, " that first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men. For kings, and for 
all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour." 1 Tim. ii. 1 — 3. The subjects of 
prayer which may, under this head, engage our 
attention, as occasion requires, are numerous. 
Particularly for the extension of Christ's kingdom, 
both at home and abroad ; for all societies formed 
for the purpose of spreading the knowledge of God, 
and ameliorating the spiritual and temporal condi- 
tion of mankind — for our own particular neigh- 
bourhood, and the prosperity of our country both in 
Church and State ; and especially that the Holy 
Spirit may be more abundantly vouchsafed to the 
Church of God ; and to the world at large, " that 
the wilderness and solitary place may be glad ; 
and the desert rejoice and blossom as the rose." 
Isaiah xxxv. 1. In all things there will be abun- 
dant matter of thanksgiving to our good and 
gracious God. 

Let us notice the next part of our text, "Pray- 
ing always with all prayer, and supplication in the 
Spiuit." Praying in or with the Spirit, means 
either praying under the influence of the Holy 
Ghost, or with divine fervour— /errcw^/^^ and lieartily. 
The English version seems to adopt the former. 
In spealang of divine fervour in prayer, I would 
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observe, that it is urged by a variety of Scriptures, 
in which prayer is spoken of, all of which imply a 
hearty and fervent exercise of the mind. To pray 
is to "pour out" the heart; Psalm Ixii. 8; to 
" wrestle with Grod," Gren. xxxii. 24 ; to " cry," 
Psalm xxxiv. 6 ; to "sigh and groan," Psalm cxxx.; 
to weep for our sins, and the sins of others, which 
dishonour Grod, Psalm cxix 136; Jer. ix. 1; to 
"strive," Eom. xv. 30; to "watch and pray." 
Matt. xxvi. 41. And how can it be otherwise, 
brethren, if we believe the matters at stake ? Hell 
to be escaped, and heaven and glory to be won! 
Satan to be vanquished ! and death to be triumphed 
over ! Can it be otherwise when we consider the 
arduous nature of the conflict in which we are 
engaged ? " For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." 
Ver. 12. Ah, brethren, if we pray not heartily^ 
fervently^ it is because we neither feel nor perceive 
our danger ; nor the enemies with whom we have 
to contend. If we know nothing of praying 
under the influence of the Holy Grhost, or with 
divine and holy fervour; we have reason, yea, 
we ought to doubt our being real Christians — 
and repent and be converted. There never was a 
saint of God, who was not a man of prayer. . Yea, 
there is not a saint in heaven, who did not, while 
on earth, fervently pray and strive for heaven. Phil, 
iii. 13, 14. As the air we breathe is absolutely 
necessary to the sustention of natural life; so, 

Wiyer, is absolutely necessary to spiritual life, 
here there is no prayer, there is no spiritual life. 
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Oh that prayerless Christians (so called) would 
consider this ere they sleep the sleep of death. 
Did Jesus live without prayer? Was not his 
whole life, as it were, spent in prayer ? He con- 
tinued whole nights in prayer to God. Luke vi. 12. 
He seems to have begun and ended every event of 
his life with holy prayer. He prayed before his 
transfiguration. He lifted up his eyes to his 
Father, when he bid Lazarus come forth from the 
dead. After He had fed the multitude in the desert, 
He departed into a mountain to pray. And in his 
agony He prayed, yet more fervently. And herein 
He hath left us an example^ that we should walk in 
his steps. Let our prayers also be earnest, fervent, 
with holy fervour, under the influence of the Holy 
Ghost. "Praying alicays with all prayer, and sup- 
plication in the Spirit J ^ Let us consider next, 
^^watchfulness unto prayer," or "with prayer," or 
"with all perseverance" in prayer, or prayer per- 
severed in to the utmost: "watching thereunto 
with all perseverance." The connection between 
prayer and watchfulness is plain, by the frequency 
of those passages of Scripture in which they are 
jointly recommended, and enjoined upon all Chris^ 
tians. Thus our Lord, in the Gospel by St. Luke, 
says, ''Watch ye therefore a.iidpray always,'^ Luke 
xxi. 36. And the Apostle to the Colossians, ex- 
horts, to ''continue in prayer, and watch in the 
same." Col. iv. 2. And the Apostle Peter, " Be 
ye therefore sober, and tvatch unto prayer." 1 Peter 
iv. 7. From these and several other texts which 
might be adduced, the necessity of adding watch- 
fulness to prayer is evident. For as watchfulness 
without prayer is presumption ; so prayer without 
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watchfiilness is self-delusion. We must watch as well 
as pray, if we would not "enter into temptation." 
The sincerity of our prayer will be proved by the 
watchfulness of our conduct in avoiding the circum- 
stances and occasions of temptation. But here I 
would especially press upon true Christians, the 
importance of watching for "aw answer ^^ to prayer; 
particularly, when we have prayed for some spiri- 
tual blessing. We too often, when we have finished 
prayer, rise up, and go away; and either forget 
what we have prayed for, or fail to watch for ''an 
answer ^^ to our prayers. We thereby lose many 
and great spiritual blessings. Oh that this were 
always imprinted upon our hearts, "I will hear 
what Grod the Lord will speak." Psalm Ixxxv. 8 ; 
Hab. ii. 1. I will wait and watch to see that I 
have the petitions which I have asked of God. 
Such and such a grace is needful, I will watch and 
pray until I receive it. 

But this leads me finally to notice, the necessity 
of constancy and perseverance in prayer, "Watch- 
ing thereunto with all perseverance,'' Our prayer 
must not only be real, and always fervent and 
hearty, but it must be persevered in to the tttmosty 
(for that appears to be the meaning of the original 
text). Luke xviii. 1 — 5. The Scriptures would 
not have abounded with so many exhortations to 
constancy and perseverance in prayer, were it not 
that the soul is liable to be discouraged by diffi- 
culties and temptations. We have also many 
striking instances in which the Lord has kept his 
people long praying and waiting ^ before He hath 
vouchafed an answer to their prayers. David 
relates his own experience, that in exercising the 
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grace oi patience^ he met at last, with an answer 
to his petitions. "I vfoiiei patiently for the Lord ; 
and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry." 
Psalm xl. 1 ; xxxiv. 1 — 4. And it is related of 
Abraham in the Epistle to the Hebrews that, 
"after he had patiently endured, he obtained the 
promise.^^ Heb. vi. 1 5. Persevering, earnest prayer, 
for spiritual blessings, will not long go imanswered. 
And even with respect to temporal blessings, "men 
ought always to pray and not to faint ;" because, 
if they are good for us, Grod will certainly give 
them to us, and " having food and raiment, let us 
be therewith content ;" 1 Tim. vi. 8 ; leaving the 
rest in the hands of God, to do what is best for us. 
There are exceeding great and precious promises 
for our comfort in our prayers, and upon them we 
should cause our souls to rest, believing that what 
God has promised He will most surely perform ; 
and though an answer to our prayers tarry, yet 
saith the Prophet, wait for it, it shall not tarry. 
Hab. ii. 3. In God's appointed time it will come. 
Perseverance in prayer is one of the marks of a true 
Christian. "I will not let Thee go, saith Jacob to 
the Angel, unless Thou bless me." Gen. xxxii. 26. 
Oh, how many have given up seeking God in 
prayer, because He delayed an answer to their 
petitions, thereby proving that their hearts were 
not right with God, No discouragements can 
hinder the true Christian from praying. In soul 
troubles, in seeking pardon and forgiveness through 
the blood of Jesus, he says, with Job, "though He 
slay me, yet will / trust in Him." And, like the 
Syrophenician woman, he comes again and again 
to a throne of grace, notwithstanding everything 
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should seem against him — ^his very necessities and 
troubles increasing his perseverance in prayer. The 
Apostle James, by a similitude, thus exhorts to 
perseverance in prayer. "Behold, the husband- 
man waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and the latter rain. Be ye also patient; 
fitablish your hearts : for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh." James v. 7, 8. Be not then. 
Christian, discouraged, by not receiving an imme- 
diate answer to prayer, go on praying ; the Lord 
is not slack concerning lus promise, and "praying 
breath is never spent in vain." Never forget that 
your prayers do pass through the hands of Jesus, 
your merciful Saviour, and are perfumed with the 
incense of his merit. Eev. viii. 3. 

"We proceed next, to the last clause of the text ; 
"and siqyplication for all saints." We are not 
therefore single in the holy warfare against sin* 
There are others of our brethren in the world, who 
are journeying to the same country, even "a hea- 
venly." We must not forget them; our interest and 
welfare is bound up in theirs; so much so that we 
are members one of another ; and if one member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one mem- 
ber be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 
There is a holy brotherhood — a communion and fel- 
lowship of the saints, which death cannot dissolve, 
and eternity will cement by the strongest ties — "a 
holy brotherhood," "not of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of men, but of God." United 
to each other and to Christ, believers will live to* 
gether in heaven, in holy fellowship and love. 
Even on earth this hath begun. 1 John i. 3. The 
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true Christian, in his prayers, will never forget his 
brethren that are in the world — ^his fellow warriors 
and travellers to the heavenly country — ^who, like 
himself, are fighting manfuUy against the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, and enduring hardships as 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ, and pressing onwards 
to the kingdom of heaven. "They who fear God 
are naturally glad when they see and converse 
with one like themselves — encountering the same 
difficulties, exposed to the same temptations, and 
travelling to the same country, that is 'a heavenly;' 
especially if his faith and patience have carried 
him through great troubles, and rendered him 
victorious over strong temptations. Every such 
instance of the power of divine grace, affordeth 
fresh encouragement to all who, in the course of 
their pilgrimage, are undergoing like troubles, and 
encountering like temptations. In all our trials, 
let us therefore remember that our brethren, as 
well as ourselves, are fighting the good fight, and 
pressing on to the same glorious heaven of peace 
and rest. Let us bear in mind they are helping to 
subdue our foes, as well as their own; that they 
are, by their prayers for m, strengthening our 
hands; as we are, by our prayers for them, helping 
and strengthening their hands. Oh did but all 
Christians know how much their mutual interests, 
happiness, and peace, are bound up in each other, 
they would pray more earnestly for each other; 
and seek not their own interests and welfare only, 
but that of their brethren in Christ. John xv. 12; 
1 John iii. 14. 

We conclude with a few reflections. Prayer, 
beloved, is the hidden nourishment of the soul. 
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preserving it from spiritual decay. It is the 
channel of communication from heaven to earth, 
whereby the soul is nourished and preserved \mto 
eternal life. It is the sweet intercourse of the soul 
with God, whereby it anticipates the bliss of hea- 
ven. And how is it that prayer has such efficacy, 
and is productive of so much blessedness to the 
soul ? It is because aU true prayer is indited by 
the Holy Spirit; "and he that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
he maketh intercession for the saints according to 
the will of God." Eom. viii. 27. Prayer is all- 
prevailing in heaven, because Jesus "ofifers the 
prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which 
is before the throne." Eev. viii. 3. Does anyone 
desire to know his true state and condition before 
God ? Let him inquire, how it fares between God 
and his soul ? Are we strangers to the holy exer- 
cise of prayer? — earnest, fervent, persevering 
prayer. Then are we strangers to God. A 
stranger is one whom we know not, with whom we 
have never had any fellowship, whose habits and 
feelings are totally unknown to us. But the true 
Christian hnows God. " We have known and believed 
the love that God hath to us. God is love ; and 
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 
in him." 1 John iv. 16. And the same Apostle 
declares, "Truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ." 1 John i. 3. 

(2.) Our last reflection for the comfort and en- 
couragement of God's praying people must be brief. 
Keep on in the holy exercise of prayer. Exemplify 
that saying, "faint yet pursuing." Let your souls 
be animated with the thought that Christ inter- 
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cedes for you; that angels watch you; Hebl xii. 
1, 2; that the gracious influences of the Holy 
Spirit dwelleth in you and helpeth your infirmities; 
that the Holy Spirit prayeth for you; for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought: "but 
the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 
ffroanings which cannot be uttered." Eom. viii. 26. 
Never, beloved, give up prayer, even though there 
appear no answer to your prayers — ^yet still pray 
on, "watching thereunto with all perseverance^' 
The more your enemies assault you, the more 
pray. Though every hope fail you, though all 
appears spiritually and temporally against you — 
yet pray. Pray on through it all, "the darkness 
will soon be passed, and the true light shine." 
Hear for yom* encouragement one of your brethren, 
walking in darkness and having no light. "Al- 
though," says he, " the fig tree shaU not blossom, 
neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat ; 
the flock shaU be cut off from the fold, and there 
shaU be no herd in the stalls : Yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord, / will joy in the God of my salvation. 
The Lord God is my strength, and He wiU make 
my feet like hinds' feet, and He will make me to 
walk upon mine high places." Hab. iii. 17 — 19. 
What a glorious testimony this to perseverance in 
prayer. Go on praying through the darkest and 
dreariest of your spiritual and temporal conflicts. 
God not only brought the Prophet safe through his 
appalling difficulties and dangers, but set has feet 
upon a rock, and established his goings, and put 
a song of praise into his lips. " Take," saith St. 
James, "my brethren, the Prophets, who have 
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spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of 
suffering affliction and of patience. Behold, we 
•count thorn happy which endure. Ye have heard 
of the patience of Joh, and have seen the end of 
the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful and of 
tender mercy." James v. 10, 11. 

Finally, Let us not forget our brethren in our 
prayers, who are also engaged in the like conflicts, 
and who are still sojourners in this vale of tears. 
Eemember, we are exhorted in Scripture, "to pray 
for one another." "To bear one another's burdens, 
and so fulfil the commands of Christ." "And this 
oommandment have we from Him, that he who loveth 
God love his brother also." 1 John iv. 21. Pray, 
beloved, for yourselves and families, for your bre- 
thren, for the Church of Christ scattered abroad, 
for the advancement of Christ's kingdom, and "^r 
-all saints;^' God mil hear your prayers for Jesus' 
fiake. He cannot falsify his word. He mil be true 
to his promise, " Whatsoever ye ask in prayer, 
according to the will of God, believing, ye shall 
receive." Matt, vii.^7, 8. Therefore, dear brethren, 
*^ Pray always with all prayer and supplication in 
iM Spirit, and tvatchtlieTe\mto with all perseverance, 
and supplication for all saints." 

" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all." Amen. 



SERMON Xn. 



THE EIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. 



Bom. iii. 21, 22. 

"but now the riohteousness of god without the 
law is manifested, being witnessed by the law 
and the prophets ; even the righteousness of 
god which is by faith of jesus christ unto all, 
and upon all them that believe." 

Our Lord in the Gospel by St. Matthew informa 
US, that He came not, " to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance;" and it is not until an 
individual feels his condemnation and misery by 
the law, that he receives with gratitude the glad 
tidings of the Gospel. St. Paul labours through 
the whole preceding part of this Epistle, and espe- 
cially in the ten verses preceding the text, to prove 
all^ both Jews and Gentiles, guilty before Ood; and 
to shew that they need a better righteousness, than 
any which they themselves can work out, to be 
justified in his sight. " Now we know that what 
things soever the law saith, it saith to them which 
are imder the law : that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight : for by 
the law is the knowledge of sin." Vers. 19, 20. 
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He then introduces in our text that righteousness, 
which is exhibited in the Gospel, "which is by faith 
of Jesus Christ." " But now the righteousness of 
God tcitJiout the law is manifested, being witnessed 
by the law and the prophets ; even the righteous- 
ness of God which is hj faith of Jesus Christ unto 
all and upon all them that believe : for there is no 
difference : for all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God." We propose to inquire, 

I. What is the righteousness whereby we are to 
be saved ? 

Let me draw your attention, brethren, to the 
Apostle's description of it. 

(1.) It is "the righteousness of God." We 
observe that it is twice called " the righteousness 
of God " in our text. Important truths are often 
repeated in Scripture to awaken our attention, and 
to fix them upon our memories. The phrase, " tile 
righteousness of God," has been subjected to a 
variety of interpretations, which have obscured its 
meaning; and, consequently, rendered the expK- 
eation of it difficult. Without entering into the 
various explanations of the phrase, "the righteous- 
ness of God;" for it were not possible, in a dis- 
course of this kind, to enumerate all; or even a 
principal part of the numerous interpretations that 
have been adopted by commentators and writers, 
upon this very difficult subject of justification by 
faith, in the righteousness of God. But to state 
simply, and we hope, by the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, scripturally, the explanation of the words 
we have chosen for our text. The phrase, " the 
righteousness of God," we take to mean, "the 
righteousness " provided by God the Father for 
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us — wrought out by Gk)d the Son amongst us — 
and wrought, by Ghod the Holy Ghost, in us. In 
order to bring out this definition, let us turn our 
thoughts back to the lost and rained condition of 
mankind. Our first father Adam sinned, and lost 
heaven and all its blessedness, and all his posterity 
fell in him. By his transgression, and by their 
own individual transgressions, they have rendered 
themselves obnoxious to the justice of God, and to 
the penalties of the broken law. So the Apostle 
affirms ; Rom. v. 12 ; k(f^ iravrtQ in him (Adam) 
all have themselves sinned; that is, by their indivi- 
dual indulgence of sin, have made his act their 
own. The Prophet tells us there was wonder in 
heaven ! Jehovah looked, " And judgment was 
turned away backward, and justice stood afar off: 
truth was fallen in the street, and equity could not 
enter. Yea, truth failed. And the Lord saw it, 
and it displeased Him that there was no judg- 
ment." "And He saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no intercessor," — 
none to save. On earth " there was no man," — 
none that could save. In heaven there was silence, 
— " no intercessor " to be found. Must then, man 
be lost for ever ? Must myriads of the fallen race 
of Adam die without hope, who fell by the subtlety 
of the temi:>ter — and not as the angels fell — and 
perish ? No; blessed for ever blessed be the good- 
ness of the Lord, " his arm brought salvation unto 
him ; and his righteousness ^ it sustained him." Is. 
lix. 14 — 16. When no righteousness could be 
found on earth, nor any intercessor in heaven, nor 
any that could save, — Jehovah in his infinite 
mercy, provided a righteousness for us, whereby 
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we could be saved, which righteousness, that at the 
same time it should justify the sinner, would mag- 
nify the law of God, and make it honourable. For 
this end. He sent his co-etemal and co-equal Son 
into the world, " whom He hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of Q-od: To declare, 
I say, at this time his righteousness : that he 
might be jiist, and the justifier of him which be- 
lieveth in Jesus." Yers. 25, 26. We have then in 
this wonderful righteousness provided by God for 
us, and wrought out by his co-equal and co-etemal 
Son amongst us, the righteousness of God display- 
ed in forgiving sin ; and the justice of God declared 
in justifying him who believes in Jesus. It might 
seem imjust, yea, it does seem unjust, in the eyes 
of the natural man ; that the sinner, who has per- 
haps passed his whole life in sin; or may have 
become like a Manasseh, steeped in sins of the 
deepest dye, should be forgiven^ by faith in Jesus ; 
and, not only forgiven, but justified. True, this 
indeed is the difficulty of difficulties ; but the 
atonement of Jesus solves the difficulty, and shows 
how God could be just, and yet the justifier of him 
who boheveth. Whatever may be our reasonings 
upon the subject ; the inspired apostle declares, 
that God is righteous in forgiving sin ; and just in 
justifying the sinner, who believes in Christ ; and 
*' let God be true," whose ways are unsearchable ; 
"Because the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men " — ^if so, how great indeed, how imsurpassable, 
must his wisdom be! But not only is this a 
righteousness provided by God for us whereby 
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both liis justice and righteousness is manifested 
and displayed ; but it is also a righteousness 
wrought out by Q-od the Son amongst us, and 
accepted of God the Father on our behalf. To 
this end the Son of God, the second person in the 
ever blessed Trinity, not only assumed our nature, 
" made Himself of no reputation, and took upon 
Him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men : and being foimd in* fashion as a 
man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross ; " Phil. ii. 
7, 8 ; but also paid a perfect obedience to the law 
of God. He magnified the law, and made it 
honourable. . As saith the Prophet, " The Lord is 
well pleased for his righteousness' sake ; He will 
magnify the law, and make it honourable." Is. xlii. 
Jesus, being Emmanuel, God with us, his righteous- 
ness becomes "the righteousness of God," which is 
imputed to all who believe in Him. And not 
only is this righteousness imputed, or put to their 
account, but actually becomes theirs. Hence the 
Prophet Jeremiah styles Him, "the lord our 
RIGHTEOUSNESS." And the Apostle Paul says, 
" we are made tJie righteousness of God in Him^ 
Jer. xxiii. 6 ; 2 Cor. v. 21. This last expression 
leads me to notice that, not only is this " a righte- 
ousness " provided by God the Father for us ; and 
wTOught out by God the Son amongst us ; but 
also is "a righteousness" formed by God the Holy 
Ghost in us. Yes, we are "made" ^Hhe righteous- 
ness of God in SimP That is, being imited to the 
Son of God by faith ; his righteousness, even ^*the 
righteousness of God," becomes ours, and is wrought 
in us by the power and agency of the Holy 
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Ghost. For by hia divine power and agency 
"he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit;" 
1 Cor. vi. 17 ; and is become one with Christ ; 
"who" of God, by the power and diviae agency of 
the Holy Ghost, " is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." 
1 Cor. i. 30. For in the covenant of election it is 
said ; " For whom He did foreknow. He also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Sony 
that He might be the firstborn among many bre- 
thren." Eom. viii. 29. This explanation is con- 
firmed by the following text : " But we all, with 
open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed mto the smne hnage from glory 
to glory, even as by tlie Spirit of the Lord,^^ 2 Cor. 
iii. 18. That same image of "the righteousness of 
God." To sum up, brethren. — " The righteous- 
ness of God " is the righteousness of the triune 
Jehovah — ^Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. And 
is therefore a righteousness provided and accepted 
of God the Father, for our justification and salva- 
tion — a righteousness wrought out, and accom- 
plished by God the Son, as our title to eternal life 
and glory — a righteousness of God the Holy Ghost 
wrought in us by his divine power, which is our 
meetness for eternal glory ; yea, more, for our high 
and exalted dignity as the sons of God. 1 John 
iii. 1. We trust, brethren, that in our explication 
of this difficult phrase, we have established our in- 
terpretation of it on the authority of God's word. 
But, to proceed, that part of the work of the ever 
blessed Trinity in our salvation, which our text 
more immediately points out, is the work of God 
the Son in our justification, who by his death 
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atoned for sin, and by his obedience unto the law 
for us, wrought out a perfect righteousness, which 
is accepted of the Father for our justification and 
salvation ; and therefore, it is a righteousness 
without the law. By this expression, the Apostle 
distinguishes it from any righteousness arising 
from our obedience to the law. It is therefore 
wholly independent of any works of ours. No 
works of ours can add to it in the smallest degree, 
or render it either more satisfactory to God, or 
more efficient to ourselves. On the contrary, if we 
were to imite any works of our own with it ; instead 
of rendering it more firm, we should utterly make 
it void; and instead of securing to ourselves an 
interest in it, we should cut ofif ourselves from all 
hope of acceptance by it. Now, this wiU appear 
still more evident, if we consider, that this righte- 
ness, is by grace through faith ; which the Apostle 
affirms ; " being justified freely hy his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ; " ver. 24 ^ 
" and if by grace, then is it no more of works : other- 
wise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, 
then is it no more grace : otherwise work is no 
more work." Eom. xi. 6. That this is a righte- 
ness without the laio^ and lay faith of Jesus Christ, 
the Apostle has proved by the strongest and most 
irrefragable arguments from God's word ; so that wo 
may now take it as a spiritual axiom — as an esta- 
blished truth — that "by the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh living be justified in God's sight." 
Ver. 20. The conclusion is evident, that we are 
justified hy faith without the deeds of the law. 

We notice, briefly, it is a righteousness hy faith 
of Jesus Christ. As we have shewn that this 
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righteousness is by the Apostle declared to be 
God's, exclusive of any works of man ; so, here wo 
are told, how it becomes ours. This part of the 
subject will occur g,gain ; we shall therefore only 
observe, at present, that we must obtain an interest 
in this righteousness not by working^ but by he- 
lieving. We proceed to inquire next, 

II. What evidence we have that this is the 
only justifying righteousness. There will be left no 
room to doubt upon this point, if we consider, 
(1.) It was "manifested" to be so by the GospeL 
The Apostle having proved from the testimony 
of God's word that justification, on the ground of 
legal obedience, or personal merit, is for "all 
men" impossible; "for that all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God," proceeds to shew 
that, by the Gospel alone can sinners be justified 
and saved. For though this truth had been taught 
in the Old Testament, as saith the Prophet Isaiah, 
" In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justi- 
fied and shall glory." Isaiah xlv. 25. Yet was it 
clearly revealed only under the Gospel. The Gos- 
pel alone "brought life and imortality to light ;^* 
which, before, had been hidden under types, and 
ceremonial observances, and dark prophecies. The 
Gospel distinctly and plainly makes known the 
way of a sinner's justification through faith in the 
righteousness of the Godman Jesus Christ — through 
faith in his righteous obedience unto, even up to the 
point of, his death, when, having finished and 
completed the work of our justification ; he cried, 
** it is finished.^' We may observe here that it is not 
proper, in our judgment, to separate the active 
obedience of our Lord from his meritorious obedi- 
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enco Tinto death. The Scriptures do not, and the 
Homily of our Church on the salvation of mankind 
does not ; wherein it is said ; " but every man of 
necessity is constrained to seek for another righte- 
ousness or justification, to be received at God's 
own hands ; that is to say, " the forgiveness of his 
sins and trespasses in such things as he hath 
offended :" evidently connecting Christ's active 
obedience with his meritorious death. There was 
merit in his death for our justification ^ as well as 
pardon for our sins, through lua precious blood- 
shedding on the cross. The righteousness of the 
Godman Christ Jesus extended from the very 
moment of his birth, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, up to, even up to the very point of his 
meritorious death upon the cross ; when He 
cried, "it is finished" — the work of salvation is 
done — sin atoned for, and an everlasting righteous- 
ness brought in for the justification of the sinner 
who believes ; which all glorious and perfect 
righteousness is ^^unto all and upon all them who 
believe." Though in the order of tinw the work of 
salvation is yet to be carried out, and finally and 
eternally completed. 

But to return to our subdivision in particular, 
" that it was manifested to be the only justifying 
righteousness by the Gospel." When Christ was 
just entering on his ministry, John the Baptist 
pointed Him out, and saith, "Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world." 
John i. 29. Christ Himself declared that He 
"came to give his life a ransom for many." Matt. 
XX. 28. That He came " to seek and to save that 
which was lost." Luke xix. 10. That his "blood 
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of the New Testament was shed for many for the 
remission of sins." Matt. xxvi. 28. St. Peter, in 
his first sermon to the rulers of the Jews, declares, 
there is no salvation in any other: "for there is 
none other name imder heaven given among men, 
whereby we mus^ be saved" — onli/ by the name of 
Jesus, Acts iv. 10 — 12. St. Paul, in numerous 
places, insists upon seeking justification solelf/ by 
faith in Christ, with an entire renunciation of all 
dependance upon our own works as a meritorious 
cause of our justification; this is tcholly of grace 
through faith. As, says the Ilomily of our Church, 
"Justification is the office of God only^ and is not a 
thing which we render unto Him, but which we 
receive of Him ; not which we give to Him, but 
which we take of Him, by his free mercy, and by 
the only merits of his most dearly beloved Son, 
our only Redeemer, Saviour, and Justifier, Jesus 
Christ." Homily on Salvation. To which agrees 
her Art. XI. Of the Justification of Man, "Wo 
are accounted righteous before God, only for the 
merits of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by 
faith, and not for our own works or deservings : 
wherefore, that we are justified by faith only^ is a 
most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort." 

But (2.) It was witnessed by the law and the 
prophets, to be the only justifying righteousness. 

And (1.) By the moral law. 

The Apostle expressly declares and taught, and 
from holy Scripture proved, " that by the deeds of 
the law no fiesh living could be justified ; for by 
the law was the knowledge of sin." By the law 
there was no way of salvation pointed out. It 
condemns, but it does not, nor can, save him, who 
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seeks salvation by obedience to its commands. " For 
if there had been a law given which could have 

fiven life, verily righteousness should have been 
y the law." Gal. iii. 21. And St. James declares 
that if wo could keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, we are guilty of all ; equally cut off 
from all hope of salvation by it, as if we had broken 
it in a thousand instances. James ii. 10. One, 
even the least transgression, merits death. This is 
clear from St. James, "if he offend in oirie point he 
is guilty ;^^ and from the transgression of our first 
parents, who for that one transgression were cast 
out of Paradise, and involved themselves and all 
their posterity in eternal perdition ; and had not a 
Saviour been provided by the mercy of God, both 
they and their posterity would have been for ever 
lost, and for ever shut out from God's presence and 
glory. The law saith, "the man that doeth these 
things shall live by them." Eom. x. 5. But no 
man since the fall, either hath, or can ever perform 
the things contained in the book of the law to do 
them ; and it is impossible that he can be justified 
by the law which he has broken. We are then by 
the law shut up from all hope of salvation by it, 
and compelled to seek justification by the Gospel 
through faith in Jesus only; or, as St. Paul ex- 
presses it ; "Before faith came we were kept under 
the law, shut up unto the faith which should after- 
wards be revealed." Gal. iii. 23. The moral law, 
therefore, doth make most manifest the need of a 
justifying righteousness; since the law in no respect 
contemplates the justification of a transgressor; 
but, on the contrary, pronounces his condemnation. 
"Cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
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things written in the book of the law to do them." 
Gal. iii. 10. 

(2.) It is witnessed by the ceremonial law to be 
the only justifying righteousness. 

The ceremonial law made nothing perfect, but 
the bringing in of a better hope, by the Gospel, 
did ; for it points to Christ; in whom all its types 
and prefigurations were fulfilled. If under the 
law the blood of bulls and of goats were insufiBcient 
to a sinner's justification and salvation; surely, 
obedience to its outward rites and ceremonies, and 
ceremonial purifications and ofierings, could not 
justify. And so the Scripture teaches, and St. 
Paul to the Hebrews affirms. " Now when these 
things were thus ordained, the priests went always 
into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service 
of God ; But into the second went the high priest 
alone, once every year, not without blood, which 
he offered for lumself, and for the errors of the 
people : The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the 
way into the holiest of all was not yet made mani- 
fest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: 
"Which was a figure for the time then present, m 
which were offered both gifts and sacnfices, that 
could not make him that did the service perfect^ as 
pertaining to the conscience; Which stood only in 
meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal 
ordinances, imposed on them until the time of re- 
formation. But Christ being come an high priest 
of good things to come, by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to 
say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of 
goats and calves, but by his own bloody He entered 
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us. Heb. ix. 6 — 12. 
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(3.) If we consult the Prophets they are unani- 
mouB in directing us to Chnst. Jacob points to 
Him " as the Shepherd, the stone of Israel/' Gen. 
xlix. 24. Moses speaks of Him as the Prophet to 
whom all must look for salvation. Deut. xviii. 
15 — 20. Jeremiah calls Him by name. "The 
Lord," or Jehovah, "our righteousness." Jer. 
xxiii. 6. Isaiah represents the Church and people 
of God as saying with exultation, "In the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength." Isaiah xlv. 24. 
To adduce more proofs is unnecessary, since we are 
assured by St. Peter, that all the Prophets unite 
their testimony to the same effect. "To Him gave 
all the Prophets witness that through his name 
whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission 
of sins." Acts. x. 43. But we have further to 
inquire, 

III. How this righteousness becomes ours. 

Faith is the means whereby alone we obtain an 
interest in it. This is twice mentioned in our text; 
nor can it be too often repeated, or too strongly 
enforced. 

It is obtained, therefore, iiot by working ; but 
by believing. But it is important to enquire what 
kind of faith this is, whereby we are justified and 
saved. It is not, dear brethren, merely an intel- 
lectual faith. It is not an assent to the truth, that 
we are justified through "the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ;" but a faith that 
influences the hearty and obeys God; as Noah's> 
who " being warned of God of things not seen as. 
yet, moved with fear, by faith, prepared an ark, to 
the saving of his house; by the which he con- 
demned the world, and became heir of the righte- 
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ousness which is by faith." Heb. xi. 7. But let 
no one think this faith is in his own power, as if 
he could believe when he pleases ; or that there is 
any merit in his faith. For faith itself no more 
justifies than works. It justifies only as it receives 
Christ's just2ying righteousness. Faith, as well 
this justifying righteousness, is the gift of God. In 
Bomans, v. 17, it is written, " They wluch receive 
abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteousness.^' 
And in Ephesians, ii. 8, it is also written, "For bj/ 
grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God." Where is 
boasting, then? it is excluded. By what law? 
Of works ? Nay: but by the law of faith. There- 
fore we conclude that a man is justified by faith, 
without the deeds of the law. Vers. 27, 28. No- 
thing can be clearer than that this righteousness 
of God is obtained not by tvorking, but by believ- 
ing. For, says the Apostle, " Christ is become of 
no efiect unto you, whosoever of you are justified 
by the law; ye are fallen from ffrace." Gal. v. 4. 
But this righteousness is said to oe " unto aU and 
upon all them that believe." This righteousness 
is revealed, or comes unto all, without distinction. 
" Is He the God of the Jews only ? is He not also 
of the Gentiles ? Tes, of the Gentiles also." Ver. 
29. The only limitation is the exercise of faith. 
It is unto all tcho believe. But it is important to 
observe that it is added, "and upon all that believe." 
Upon our believing it is instantly put to our account. 
It is imputed to him who believes. For "blessed 
is the man to whom God imputeth righteousness,^' 
without works. It is bestowed upon us freely by God 
Himself. It is not only freely bestowed upon us> 
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"without money and without price;" but is put 
upon us as a garment. And our Lord Himself 
counsels us to buy it of Him, that we may be 
clothedy that the shame of our nakedness may not 
appear. Eev. iii. 18. 

In drawing our subject to a close, it will be 
proper to observe, that this method of justification 
does not exclude holiness. For, asks the Apostle, 
** Do we make void the law through faith ? God 
forbid: yea, we establish the law.'' Ver. 31. The 
imputation of righteousness, by faith, does not 
exclude good works; on the contrary is productive 
of them. It only excludes them as the meritorious 
ground of justification. This justifying righteous- 
ness and holiness are joined together. And it is 
clear and evident from holy Scripture, that "whom 
God justifies He also sanctifies J^ This is the order 
of the covenant of election — " For whom He did 
foreknoWy He also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, that He might be the first- 
bom among many brethren." Eom. viii. 29. It is 
plain, that as this meritorious righteousness justi- 
fies us from every charge; so also it procures for us 
the renovation of our souls by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, who works this righteousness in us, 
according to the measure and degree of our sancti- 
fication; but perfectly, when Christ cometh the 
second time without sin unto salvation. Heb.ix.28. 
Sanctification therefore is the fruit of justification, 
and the evidence of it. 

Finally, brethren, beloved in the Lord, what a 
glorious subject is the righteousness of God! 
the very foundation of our Christianity, and with- 
out which the Gospel is a mere name, an empty 
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sound. How important to be clearly instructed 
in this fundamental doctrine of our holy religion ; 
in the precious faith of which, believers find 
their justification before God for ever. Fixed on 
this sure foundation, go on, beloved, and build; 
and you shall grow up a holy temple to the Lord. 
"Blessed are the people who know the joyful 
soimd : they shall walk, Lord, in the light of 
thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice 
all the day : and in thy righteousness shall they be 
exalted. For Thou art the glory of their strength, 
and in thy favour our horn shall be exalted. For 
the Lord is our defence ; the Holy One of Israel 
is our king." Psalm Lxxxix. 15 — 18. What re- 
mains, brethren, but that in this righteousness we 
make our boast, and sing with the Prophet, " I 
will greatly rdoice in the Lord, my soul shall be 
joyfid in my God ; for He hath clothed me in the 
garments of salvation. He hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness^ as a bridegroom decketh him- 
self with ornaments, and as a bride adometh 
herself with jewels." Isaiah bd. 10. Let us there- 
fore, dear brethren, with the redeemed in heaven, 
cast our crowns before the throne, saying, " Bless- 
ing, and honour, and glory, and power, be imto 
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and imto the 
LambtoveYQT. Amen." Eev. v. 13; Ezek. xvi. 12, 
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